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LATEST MAIL DATES. 








England .....Jan, 92 | Hankow......Feb, 92 
San Frat 0 23 | Yokohama » i 
Hongkong ...Feb. 22 : 

Tientsin 8 2 8 
Shanghai mail advices of 9th Jan. were 





received in Loudon on the 15th February. 
SS 


BIRTHS. 

On the 8h of January, at 19, Redland 
Park, Bristol, the wife of the late W. G. 
‘Tenrett, L. M. 8, Hsinokan, Hankow, of a 
daughter, . 

‘At Pakhoi, China, on the 13th of February, 
1897, the wife of E. I. B, Autss, Esq., H.M. 
Consul, of a son, 

At 14, Quinsan Road, Shanghai, on the 
18th of February, 1897, the wife of A. Borro, 
of a son. 

‘At Vienna, Austria, on the 19th of 
February, 1897, the wife of Avouy Scnwanz‘ 


daughter of H. Rosexzwera, of a daughter. | 


—By telegram. 


MARRIAGES. .- 

‘At H.B.M, Consulate, Chivkiang, on the 
15th of February, 1897, by W. R. Carles, 
Esq., AxcuimaLd Onn-Ewrse, of the China 
nland Mission, Kiukiang, to Miss A. K. 
Fennnras, daughter of 'T. F. Fennimay, 
Eng » of New Southgate, London, N. 

a the 20th of January, 1897, at King’s 
Hege. Chapel 
Tami 




















Old Aberdeen, by the Res 





ieson, 
iaters of Old 
Hotwortay, Chinese Imperial Maritime 
Customs Service, only son of the late Wilmot 
Wadeson Hotworrsy, D.A.S.S., Military 
Store Staff, to Eretz Scorr, second survi 
daughter of the late Rev. John Azz, Forgue, 
Aberdeenshire. 
DEATHS. 

At Jinjou, Manchuria, on the Ist of 
February. 1897, W111, dearly beloved son 
of Thos. L. BRaNvee, M5, C¥., aged 54 
years. 

‘At 60, Rroadway, Shanghai, on the 22nd 
of February, 1897, Mavp Reataice, the 
dearhy beloved wife of James Revsouvs. 


Machar, Cuaztes Epwarp 
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THE BAR AND THE RIVER, 











‘TWENTY-ONE years ago, ie, on the 
‘98th of February, 1876, Messrs. J. de 
Ryke and G. A. Esclier presented to the 
Consular Body a voluminous report 
upon the result of their survey which 
thad in view the improvement of the 
condition of the Huangpu River, Practi- 


j cally nothing has been done since then 


to carry into effect their recummend- 
ations, but the presence in Shanghai of 


20! Mr. de Ryke, on a short vacation from 


| Japan, where he is in the Government 
service, is & fitting opportunity for draw- 
ing attention to a grave matter which is 
| threatening the future of the port. ‘The 
classification of witnesses adopted by a 
earned judge into ‘simple liars d-d liars, 
and scientific experts” is well-known, but 
we can recall no instance in such an im- 
portant matter as the present where a 
scientific gentleman after the lapse of so 
long a period has been able to come 
forward, like Mr. de Ryke, aud say that 
the course of events has been just as he 
‘and his colleague predicted, and that 
‘had the measures they recommended 
been carried out their promises would 
have been fulfilled. But Mr. de Ryke 
{can do this, and having gone over 
‘familiar ground more oF less cursorily, 

he assures us that the condition of the 
| Huangpa has changed vastly for the 





| worse and that unless a complete schema 


of regulation is carried out Shanghai 
must lose its position as a port, and 
‘that within a very few years, It is 
| not a matter of opinion, founded upon 
“hasty surmise, but based upon the 
‘ technical aurveys and documents which 
[are available in the office of Captain 
Bisbee, the Harbour Master. Cross 
rections of the river between the Outer 
Bar and the Pootung Point show an 
alarming accretion of solid matter in 
what used to be navigable channels, 
and with the characteristically rapid 
growth of such hindrances, the river 
is being affected most seriously over, 
the portion which is the key to Shang- 
hai. When the origins! survey was 
drawn up it was pointed out that the in- 
fluence of the flood tie, almost the only 
power at work, in keeping open the 
channel was and is declining (decrease 
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always causes farther decrease), and 
that unless suitable works were com- 
, the bed would shoal and 
ing obstacles be added to. This 
is just what has happened. Owing 
to the junction which the Woosung 
Creek makes with the river, Pheasant 
Point (the resalt) “has extended a 
considerable distance into the river, 
h what hazard to shipping the 
Onweo-Newchwang cass is a striking 
instance, although persons conversant 
with. the shipping could name 
many otlier cases where’ calamity” has 
been avoided by the narrowest good 
fortune, ‘The Outer Bar, the much 
more important of the two, is a rapidly 
growing menace to the visits of 
such steamers as the Empresses, and 
before long we may find steamers 
drawing 20 or 22 feet shut out from 
the port. ‘The rapid growth of 
Gough Island; to a great extent the 
result of corrosion on the right side of 
the Ship Chaunel, is obvious to all who 
have occasion to go down the river, 
whilst the Soochow Creek—obstructed 
‘as it has been by several bridges resting 
ou numerous piles—is exercising its 
baneful iufluence in adding’ to 
the Pvotung Point. All these evils 
are interdependent, and any scheme of 
improvement must deal with them 
collectively. ‘The first thing to be 
secured, Mr, de Ryke points out, is that 
both the flood and ebb tide shall exert 
their influence in one channel. Now 
the flood is chiefly felt on the left bank, 
and the ebb on the right bank, whilst 
the cross-currents are. leaving deposits 
the extent of which one would hardly 
credit. A seeming improvement in the 
depth of water ou the Woosung Bar of 
Jate may have lulied unthinking persons 
into a sense of security, but the root 
of the mischief is not to be songht 
at that epot. ‘linkering with the Bar 
will avail little or nothing,and 2 com- 
prehensive scheme must be thought of 
involving works from outside the Outer 
Bar to Black Point. When originally 
investigating the subject the engineers 
submitted two alternative plans, and 
the oue involving the carrying out of 
works closing what is now known as 
the Ship Channel, and letting the 
full force of the tide use its power 
to deepen the Jauk. Channel, is the 
one Mr, de Ryke now recommends, 
although in a different way. He 
says that after, say, six months of 
preliminary arrangement the work 
conld be carried out in less than three 
years, and though the cost has in- 
creased considerably, owing greatly to 
the higher price of materials and 
labour, since the date when the im- 
provement was first suggested, it is still 
not too great for Shanghai to faca, 
when all that is at stake, which must 
lave increased at least three-fold and 
is still increasing, is borne in mind. 

t isthe cost? As near.ss can 
be said now between 'I'ls. 1,000,000 and 
"Tis. 1,500,000, certainly not more. At 
first sight these may appear big figures, 
but, as Mr, Hewett, the Shanghai Agent 











of the P. and O. S. N. Co:- (who has 
devoted considerable thought to the 
question, and who, with Mr. de Ryke, 
in the course of an interview, placed 
at our disposal a mass of valuable data) 
points out, the sam is by on means over- 
whelming when the trade of Shanghai 
is taken into account. ‘I'he imports to 
Shanghai approximate a handred million 
taels, and the exports between sixty 
and seventy million taels, whilst the 
Customs revenue is practically six 
million taels, and the Tonnage Dues 
received by the Customs represeut 
‘Tis. 480,000, for the most part collected 
in Shaughai. A tax of one-tenth of one 
per cent upon the imports, as at one 
time proposed, would produce ‘T's. 
100,000 a year, whilst out of the 
‘Tonnage Dues, the Chinese Govern- 
ment should be induced to contribute 
a corresponding sum. Although not 
expressly stipulated in the ‘I'reaty with 
Great Bri it is conceded that the 
‘Tonnage Dues were intended to be 
utilised in providing lighthouses, andthe 
‘Treaty with the UnitedStates particular- 
ly mentions this, but it is fairly evident 
that more than a quarter of the sum is 
yearly diverted to the uses of the Im- 
perial Government. In its present 
appaliingly impecunious condition there 
does not seem much hope of aid from 
the Chinese Government, but a resolute 
effort should be made to convince it 
that it canuot lightly appropriate 
this money, and allow a treaty port to 
silt up, as it is so evidently doing. 
Of course if it can be proved that 
nothing can be done that is another 
matter, but the threatened. calamity 
is so grave, that property owners and 
merchants should lose no time in 
once more setting to work. We are 
assured that the works recommended 
are likely to have such a marked effect 
upon the port that a minimum depth 
of 20 feet of water at the lowest 
tide could be guaranteed. ‘The 
work would have to be carried 
ont under a Conservancy, for though 
the harbour officials appear to have 
done all that they could to arrest de- 
terioration their powers ate not sufficient, 
with the result that such extremely 
deleterious conditions have been per- 
mitted as have arisen from the erection 
of the German Consulate, and the 
neighbouring. buildings near the mouth 
of the Soochow Creek, which will be 
found to hamper the operations of 
an engineer attempting to grapple with 
the case. 

Finally, the possible effect of the pro- 
jected railway from Woosung may be 
considered. ‘The Chinese officials have 
all along evinced a peculiar affection 
for the Heaven-sent Barrier, and now 
that it promises to assist in the 
closing of the river, they regard it 
with increased fondness, in the hope 
that ships may be forced to dis- 
charge at Woosang and the goods be 
brought to Shanghai by train. But 
how do the foreiga merchants, property 
owners, and residents like the prospect 2 
Ibis evident that the cost of transporta- 











tion by rail would -be vastly more 
expensive than by ships coming up to 
| the Settlement, or even the transfer of 
| goods into cargo-boats ; and from what 
{little is known of the promoters’ inten- 
tions, the chance of the new railway 
being able to handle cargo satisfactorily 
is aremote one. Looking at:the whole 
question in the light of Mr. de Ryke’s 
serious and carefully considered warn- 
ings, it behoves those interested~to 
at once deliberate upon what action they 
shall take. “It must never be forgotten: 
that to allow the river to go on deteriof 
rating as it is doing; is to allow the Outer 
Bar at the same time to become worse 
and worse. What then will be the uso 
of the wharves that the Chinese pre 
complacently building at Woosuug, 
when ocean steamers cannot get. over 
the Outer Bar? here is another queq- 
tion of great importance to the Chinese, 
the maintenance of a sufficient suppl 
of water each flood tide to fill the irriga~ 
ting creeks in the country ; but’ this we 
have not space now to discuss. 


Sumi 


‘Tue Empress of Jupan with the Vancou- 
ver mail of the Ist of February arrived 
here on Saturday morning. 

‘Tue French mail of the 16th of January 
arrived here on the 22nd inst. by the 
M.M. Co,’s steamer Melbourne. 

‘tue English mail of the 22nd of January 
arrived here last night by the P. & O. Co.'s 
tteamer: Katser-t- Hind. 

Ax American mail ex Tacoma arrived 
hore last night in tho Océanien from Japan. 

‘A stam, leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe by the M.M. Co.'s steamer 
Calédonien. 


————— 
LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 


SUPPLIED THROUGH REUTER’S AGENCY 
EXCLUSIVELY TO THE ‘“NORTH-CHIVA 
DAILY News.” 


THE NEW RUSSIAN MINISTER TO 
JAPAN. 


London, 19th February. 

Baron von Rosen, Russian Minister 
at Belgrade, has been appointed to 
Tokio, 

TURKEY PREPARING FOR WAR. 

Turkey is sending four men-of-war 
and ten torpedo-boats to Crete instanter, 
and a second squadron is to follow. 

‘The Turkish Military and Naval 
Reserves have been called out. 

THE U.S. SENATE IS 
REOALCITRANT. 
London, 20th February. 

‘The U.S. Senate has finally: shelved 
the British Arbitration Treaty, to the 
great disgust of American public 
opinion. 

GREAT BRITAIN WILL NOT JOIN 
IN COERCING GREECE, 

Lord Salisbury has declined a pro- 
posal #0 blockade the Pireus, which 
originated with the Emperor of Ger- 
many. ‘The German papers are resent- 
fal and regard this as striking et the 
peace of Europe. 


PRESIDENT KRUGER'S LITTLE 
The Right Hon. J: Chamberlain 








ary of Hews. 





speaking in the: House of Commons’ 
a 2 
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said that the Transvaal’s claims for the 
Jameson Raid were £677,938 for ma- 
terial damages, and £1,000,000 for 
moral dam: This does not include 
the claims of private persons. 
The English Press ridicules the 
claim. 
GREECE AND THE POWERS. 
‘London, 22nd February. 
Lord. Salisbury has intimated to the 
Powers that, before taking any action 
against Greece, he desires to learn the 
views. of the others regarding the 
future government of Crete, and states 
that he favours autonomy being granted 
to Crete'as in the case of Samos. Italy 
and France agree with Lord Salisbury. 
AUSTRIA GOES WITH GERMANY. 
Austria alone has accepted the pro- 
josal of the German Emperor to 
lockade the Pireus. 
ENTHUSIASM IN GREECE. 
An immense demonstration has taken 
lace in Athens, where the King of 
Birecco delivered a: sliring’ ad 
from the baleony of the Palace. 
EXCITEMENT IN ALBANIA. 
There is excitement in Albania, 
where the Turks and Greeks are 
collecting on the frontier. 
STERN MEASURES WITH THE 
INSURGENTS. 
London, 23rd February. 
The Powers have bombarded the 
insurgent camp at Canea owing to the 
insurgents’ refusal to stop the fusillade. 
Seventy shells were fired. The 
British fired first, and the cannonade 
lasted twenty-five minutes. 
A. German cruiser fired melinite 
shells. The insurgents fled. 
THE HOUSE OF COMMONS.AND 
THE BOMBARDMENT. 
London, 24th February. 
‘There was a scene in the House of 
Commons when the Hon. G. N. Cur- 
zon, Parliamentary Seoretary for For- 
eign Affairs, confitmed the news of the 
bombardment at Crete. The Unionists 
cheered and the Opposition hooted. 
‘Mr. Labouchere, supported by the 
whole Opposition, moved the adjourn- 
ment of the debate to discuss the 


matter. 

‘The Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, First 
Lord of the Treasury, defended ‘the 
bombarding,and stated that unanimous 
action of the Powers .was essential to 
prevent a European war. 

Sir William. Vernon Harcourt pro- 

against using British shells 
against Cretan Greeks. ‘The motion 
was defeated. 
MORE TRUCKLING. 

M. Hanotaux, Frerich Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, has stated that Great 


Britain suggested the forcing of the . 


Dardanelles and the seizing of the 
Sultan, but that’ the Powers refused, 
and that Great’ Britain then adhered 


to the French proposal thatthe Am- 
‘bassadors, at Constantinople should 
collaborate-in urging‘ ref 


He ‘stated 
never return to direct Turkish admi- 


apes : 
‘also that Crete would 


nistration, but that it would be neces- 
sary to check Greece in order to avert 
; a European war. 
; THE PUNITIVE EXPEDITION TO 
The British have captured Benin 
city. 
BETTER NEWS FROM BOMBAY. 
‘The plague in Bombay is decreasing 
to aslight extent. 
TO. CHECK THE SPREAD OF THE 
PLAGUE. 


| _Pilgri to Mecca from the whole 
| oe India has been stopped. 
A SLIGHT DISCREPANCY. 
London, 25th February. 

| The Hon. G. N. Curzon has denied 
| the statement of M. Hanotaux to the 
| effect that Great Britain had suggested 

forcing the Dardanelles and seizing the 


Sultan. 
pe 


| THE REBELLION IN THE 

i PHILIPPINES. 

| The Hongkong Daily Press prints 
j the following telegram, sent to it by 
| Sefior Navarro, the Spanish Consul at 
| Hongkong :— 

Manila, 14th February. 
His Excellency the Governor- 

General of the Philippines leaves to-day 
to pemoelly assume command, as 
General-in-Chief, of the military opera~ 
| tions in the province of Cavite. 

| On Saturday we received from Sefior 
D. H.-de Uriarte, the S; Consul- 
General here, the follo official 
telegram :— 

j Manila, 19th February. 
| ‘The first part of the operations under 
| the personal. direction of Captain Gene- 
| ral Potala, thearmy and navy acting 
| in concert, was successfully carried out 
with the taking of Silang (province of 
Cavite) at a small loss to the govern- 
ment forces notwithstanding the great 
strength of the rebels’ defensive works, 
the national flag being hoisted this 
morning at 11.30 on the convent 
buildings amidst the cheering and 
enthusiasm of the troops. 





| (From Tongking Papers.) 
| Paris, 5th February. 
Several villages have been burnt in the 
course of the disturbances round Canea. 
| 6th February. 
| The Mahommedans of Canea have at- 
tacked the Christians in the streets. It is 
believed that the victims. number threo 
hundred. 
| _A part of the town has been fired. For- 
eign seamen have been landed to extinguish 
the conflagration, 
7th February. 
[A lively agitation is in progress in Greece 
for the union of Crete. 
8th February. 
‘The fre at Canen has been got under. 


‘Several villages in the environs have been 
burnt. 


{ 
i 


9th February. 
The Cretan insurgents have proclaimed a 
union with Greece. 
‘Troubles continue in-various parts. 


bth February. 

‘The Chamber has adopted the Sugar Bill. 
7th February. 

‘The Hamburg strike has come.to an end. 


foundered ‘off the coast of Spain. . A 
number of persons were drowned. 


e 
i 


The British sumer Oly of Sona (hoe 


‘THE PLAGUE IN INDIA. 

Plague has broken out at Candahar.- 
‘The Russians have established a military 
cordon on the Amu Daria, 

8th February. 

The French mission appointed at the 
request of China for the direction of the 
Foochow Arsenal has left France. 

+ (From the Comercio.) 
PLAGUE IN PERSIA. 
Madrid, Sth February. 

Bubonie plague has made its appearance 
in Persia. 

(From the Diario de Manila.) 
26th January. 

The Spanish troops have had several 
victories over the rebels in Cuba. The 
rebels are being beaten every day... 

Spain has joined officially the Congress 
of Hygiene convoked by Italy. to adopt 
measures providing against the introduction 
of the bubonic plague. 

CONFIDENCE. 

Public opinion in Spain awaits without 
impatience the early triumph’of her arms 
in Cavite. 

THE PLAGUE IN EUROPE. 

In Marseilles 20 suspicious cases have 

been registered. 


Tae Director of Sicawei Observatory 
reports, Friday, 19th February, 10 a.m. 
—State of the atmosphere on the 18th.—The 
high pressures are entering the Sea of 
Japan and spreading up to Viadivostock. 
Moderate gradient descending down to the 
Pacific, usual monsoon in the S. Snow sot 
in falling at about 6.30 p.m.—State on the 
‘morning of the 19th. —The barometer falls, 
but stands considerably above the average. 
Heavy snowfall throughout. the. nigh 
Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Pressuro: remaini 
high in the W., and decreasing very rapid- 
y in Japan. Th re prospects of having 

ine weather again. Moderate N.W. breezes 
over theN. cuast, and normal NIE. monsoon 
in the S,—Saturday, 20th February, 10 
a.m.—State of the atmosphere on the 19th. 
‘Two centres of high pressures, one to the 
N. of Hankow, the.other inland Sea 
of Japan, Area of low pressures to the 
8.E. of theLoochoo Islands. An important 
centre of low pressures passes near Tomsk, 
travelling E. State on the morning of the 
20th,—The barometer rises slowly at 
Shanghai ; fine and cold weather, Sunday, 
Dist Febroary, 10 a.m.——State of the atmo: 
sphere on the 20th,—The high pressures are 
stationary between the Yangtze and the 
Yellow River; the barometer has fallen 
rapidly over the whole of Japan. The 
Siberian depression makes itself felt at the 
stations of N. China. Ordinary monsoon 
inthe S. State on the morning of the 2izt. 
—The barometer, above the average, falls 
slightly at Shanghai. Milder weather. Pro- 
tabilitie, 5 p.m.—Tho high pressures aro 
spreading over the W. of Japan. Milder and 
moro changeable weather. Light variable 
breezes over the N. coast ; moderate N.E. 
monsoon in theS.—Monday, 22nd February, 
10.a.m. State of the atmosphere on the 2tst.— 
Pressure falls over China and rises at Japan 5 
the maximum remains, however, between 
Shanghai and Chefoo. Ordinary monsoon’ 
in the S. Tho area of low pressures is 
stationary over Siberia. . Stute on the 
ing’ of the 22nd.—The barometer is 

ig at Shanghai, but stands above 
the average it falls also at Vladivostock. 
Probabilities, 5 p.m.—Overcast and unset- 
tied weather, owing to the depression 
spreading overthe N. of China. Light vari- 
able winds over the N. coast ; moderate mon- 
soon in the S.—Tuesday, 23rd February, 10 
a.m.—State of the atmosphere on the 22nd.— 
‘The maximum remains between Shanghai 
and. Chefoo. but. decreases in intensity. 
Rather rapid fall of the barometer in Sibe- 
ria, moderate monsoon in the S. State on 
the-morning of the 23rd.—The barometer, 
in..tho neighbourhood of! the average, 
falls and is very unsteady at Sicawei. 




































—Probabilities 5 p.m.—Fine and mild 
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weather, but still variable on account of the | 
Tow pressures over the N. coast. Very: 
variable breezes, but local calm and fog 
over the N. coast ; and light monsoon, of 
even temporary interruption of the mon- 
soon, in the S.—Wednesday, 24th February, 
10 a,m.—State of the atmasphere on the 23rd 
—The depression from has spread 
over Mongolia and the N. of China. 
‘Maximum of pressures at the mouth of the 
Yangtze. The barometer falls everywhere 
inthe W. and S.W. down to Hongkong. | 
State on the morning of the 24th.—The 
‘barometric fall continues at Sicawei. Over- 
cast, misty, and calm weather.—Pro- 
babilities, 5° p.m.—Continuation of un- 
gettled weather owing to » depression over | 
Mongolia, and the relatively hizh pressures 
to the S.W. of Japan. Very unstesdy 
breezes veering gradually from 8. and S.W. 
to N.W. over the N. coast, and temporary 
interruption of the monsoon in the S. 
—Thursday, 25th February, 10 a. 
State of the atmosphere on the 2ith. 
‘The high pressures have moved towards 
the S. of Corea and S.W. of Japan. The 
northern depression remains far off and 
appears to advance N.E. The mon- 
soon is interrupted along the S. 

State on the morning of the 25th. 
ter rising slowly at Shanghai with overcast 
and calm weather. Probabilities, 5 p.m.— 
Changeable, but rather fine weather owing 
to the inctoasing high pressures in the 
N.W. Moderate N. to N.W. winds over 
the N. coast ; the N.E. monsoon will set 
in again in the Formosa Channel, 


—_+—. 


Reapisos ror THe Weex. 


(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 
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We aro glad to hear from Peking that 
social harmony is completely restored in 
diplomatic circles there, the members of 
the French and Russian logations who re- 
signed some time since having rejoined the 
Poking Club. 

Banox vox Rosex, the new Russian 
Minister to Japan, was formerly Secretary 
of Legation at ‘Tokio, leaving that port on 
promotion to Washington in 1883. 

Mn. Gronoz McBarx left this port for 

Langkat by the Lyeemoon on Sunday. 

Cottecrioss were taken in Union 

Church on Sunday for the Indian Famine 


Fund. The amount contributed was $510 
and Ts. 20. In addition, the Sunday 
School gave $70. 


Ar the last Regular Meeting of the 
Dorie Lodge, 1433 C.C., Chinkiang, on the 
6th instant, Wor. Bro. §. Rosenbaum, 
LP.M. of the Dorie Lodge, was presented 
with a P.M. jewel as a token of regard 
and brotherly’ esteem, for his successful 
services rendered to the Lodge and pros- 

us year of office for the 1896. 

ho jonol was mado to onder by Messrs. 
Hirsbrunner & Co., of Shanghai, and was 
nuh admired byoneand all of the brethren 
ent for its beauty and artistic design. 

@ jewel was presented by Wor. Bro. 
Thos, William Bowen, on behalf of all the 
members of the Lodge. 





Y | and  3L8. Plore: 


A mesrinc was held in the Royal Asiatic | 30, 


Society's Hall on Saturday evening, to 
discuss the recent action of the Educational 
Committee of the Public School with re- 

wrd to the admission of Eurasian children. 

ir. Brodie Clarke presided, and a large 
number of residents were present, but as 
at the outset all representatives of the 
Press were requested to withdraw from 
the meeting, we are unable to give any 
report of the proceedings. 

‘Tae Mercantile Marine Officers’ Ball at 
the Astor Hall last night was very largely 
attended, and was a triumphant success. 

‘Tue St. Patrick's Society have decided 
to have no formal celebration of the Saint's 
Day, the 17th of March, this year. 

‘Taz Rugby match played on Wednesdoy 
between the Shanghai Football Club an 
a team representing the P. & 0. S. N. Co. 

r, resulted in a win forthe 
home team by three goals and a try to nil. 

At a meeting of the Shanghai Yacht 
Club, held yesterday afternoon, it was de- 
cided to form a class for small boats of one 
design, ‘The approved model allows of the 
boat measuring 24ft. over all, with 16ft. 
water-line and 7ft. beam, drawing 10 inches 
of water without, 6ft. with, ceutreboard, 
and carrying 400ft. of canvas. The boats, 
which will be built in Hongkong, will cost 
$400, They are expected to become very 
popular, and as the prizes will be award: 
on the points won during the season, there 
will be every inducement to owners to 
compete in each race. 

Tr will no doubt have been noticed that 
owing to the great rise in copper cash and 
other causes, the accounts for 1896 of that 
most useful Institution, the Hongkew Coffee 
House and Reading Room show a very 
considerable and lamentable deficit. Ithas 
now been arranged to give on the 6th of 
March next, a musical and dramatic enter- 
tainment with a view of raising a sufficient 
sum to square the accounts of the Institu- 
tion, and the promises of assistance that 
have already been received make it certain 
that the entertainment will be one of the 
most attractive of the season. 

Mn. Rosenr Crane, of No. 46, Sharsted 
Street, Kennington Park, London, asks 
our assistance, and that of the Press gene- 
rally in the Far East, in tracing his brother 
‘Mr. W. Crane, from whom he has not heard 
since 1864, when he wrote that he was 
about to settle in Shanghai 

H.E. Wu Trxo-ranc, Minister-desi; 
to the United States, etc., went from 
‘Hongkong to Canton on the 11th instant 
in a Chinese gunboat to pay a visit to the 

‘igh provineial authorities in the latter 
city. HE. was received at the jetty with 
full official honours. 


Yoxe Tactai, the Superintendent of the 
now Science College gis now 
here to collect students for that institution 
where young Chinese may now learn English 
and Western sciences and mathematics. 
‘The present intention is to teach only 120 
students. 

Ex-Taotar Huaxo of this port left 

is home in Kiangsi on Tuesday 
escorting his, late mother's remsins to the 
family burial-ground in that province. 
‘The funeral cortige was on a grand scale 
commensurate with the dignity and rank of 
Mr. Huang who had been both acting Judge 
and acting Treasurer at Soochow during 
the last three years. 

‘Tae Hangchow Customs will henceforth 
collect import duty on opium for the whole 
province of Chékiang, with the exception 
of Ningpo and the districts under its juris- 
diction, in which latter case the duty will 
be collected by the Ningpo Customs. Five 
thousand chests per annum is the limit 
of supply for the nine prefectures of 
‘Chékiang. 

light machinery has arrived at 
ought through a foreign frm 

‘As the capital for the new 
Electric Light Company, amounting to Tis. 























000, has not. been all subscribed the 
Manager, Mr. Lu, has not been able to buy 
the larger machinery for lighting the streets 
of Hangchow, as was intended. With the 
stock on hand therefore, the new company 
will only supply light to private consumers. 

ILE. Ma Ex-rer, Provincial Judge-clect 
of Hupeh, who is stay in a Chinese 
hotel on Shantung en route for 
audience at Peking, was tho victim of a 
theft on Monday night, in which a quantity 
of official and ordinary fur garments, money 
aud pecsoual jade and gol oroamente ase 
reported to have been lost. The theft was 
reported at once to Mr. Huang, the Shang- 
hai Magistrate, who came in person to make 
an examination of H.E.'s room and sur- 
roundings in the hotel. 

Ixroruation has come from Nanking 
that the Viceroy has at last recognised the 
serious nature of the Bennertz claim, and 
is anxious to know why he cannot get 
back his steamers and what is to be the 
fate of the Ningchow, which is still at 
Hongkong ; he is accordingly detaining at 
Nanking the three officials who chartered 
the steamers to Bennertz & Co., and in- 
sists on their bringing the dispute to a 
speedy termination. 

‘Tae native officials in charge of the 
construction of the Shanghai- Woosung 
Railway have decided to begin work on 
the old site of the Woosung Railway, com- 
mencing from the sixth boundary’ stone 
of the Hongkew settlement and ending at 
Kangwan, about four miles from Hongkew. 
‘This will be the first section of the new 
railway, pending the arrival of materials, 
ete., from abroad. Work is scheduled to 
‘commence on Saturday. 


ELE. Viceroy Liu of Nanking is ex- 
pected to visit Shanghai some 
the beginning of summer to review the 
territorial army in this section of 
Ferinee. ‘The troops in the native city, 

‘iangnan_ arsenal, and points alcng the 
route to Sungkiang, where the Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief T’an Pi-li has his 
headquarters, bogan drilling for the grand 
inspection on Sunday last. A new feature 
in this'year’s inspection will be the almost 
exclusive uso of the rifle in place of the 
antiquated bow and arrow. Where the 
bow is used it will only be as a test of 
physical strength on the part of the user. 


‘Tue valuable sables and fur robes, etc., 
stolen from H.E. Ma, Provincial Judge- 
elect of Hupeh, while staying in a native 
hotel in Shantung Road, as already noted 
in these columns, were eventually dis- 
covered pledged in two pawnshops in tho 
French concession. The successful finder 
was Tsin Shao-ching, one of the oldest and 
most able of the native detectives in our’ 
police force. The Provincial Judge is 
reported as having been more than pleased 
at this speedy recovery of his stolen pro- 
perty and was very much impressed by tho 
smartness of our municipal detective force. 
HLE. we are told, has signified his inten- 
tion of granting a suitable reward to the 
successful detective. 


-Ownse to the richness of the lead and 
iron ores found in the vicinity of Maluk*eng. 
and Chiencholing, two hills in the district 
of Fénghua, prefecture of Ningpo, a native 
syndicate has recently been formed’ to 
buy these mineral producin; 

















hills and an 
appeal has in the meanwhile been sent to 
Governor Liao at Hangchow for permission 
to open the mines, It appears some 
person tried to do this a few years 
back but was frustrated by the opposition 
of the inhabitants of Fénghua, on tke 
excuse of spoiling the féngshui of the dis- 
trict. But sinca the late war these opinions 
have undergone a mighty change similar to 
the experience of the, inhabitants of other 
provinces in China, and amongst the. most 
eager now to open the Fénghua mines aro 
the inhabitants themselves. ‘The Resoript 
of the Governor is. therefore anziouly 
waited for by all concerned. 
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We had lately received news from Peking 
to the effect that Wu Jim-pah, ex-Com- 
pradore of a foreign bank in Tientsin, and 
later known as Wu Mao-ting since becom- 
ing a mandarin, had been denounced by a 
Censor, and dismissed from his post of 
Director of the North-China Railway, and 
that Chang Chen-ch‘i, lately appointed 
Manager of the Tientsin Division of the 
proposed Peking-Hankow Railway had 
been appointed to the former post. For 
Jack of confirmatory reports we refrained 
from noting the occurrence. ‘Telegrams, 
however, have been received at the Railway 
Headquarters here confirming our news, 
and also giving the name of the denouncing 
Censor as Sun Ch‘ao-hua, who is said to 
have denounced not only Wu alono, but 
also some dozen or so sub-managers and 
heads of departments of the railway in 
question. A strict investigation has been 
ordered by the Throne, which has also 

iven its consent to a proposition of the 
ensor to incorporate the North China 
Railway with the new Peking-Hankow 
Railway on the ground that, with a paying 
concern at its back, shares in the new 
railway can more ensily be placed than 
if standing on its own merits. 

A Riot against some Imperial postmen 
of Chinkiang while distributing mail in 
Yangchow is reported to have occurred on 
the 10th instant. Yangchow is opposite 
Chinkiang, the two cities being divided from 
each other by the Yangtze and some miles of 
land. On the 9th instant two Chinkiang 
postmen were despatched to cross the river 
‘and distribute mail which had arrived at 
that port destined for Yangchow. Not bein; 
very well acquainted with the geography of 
the last named city with its hundreds of 
obscure lanes, etc., the Imperial postmen 
put up with the mail bags at an inn, and then 
engaged « former employé of one of the 
Jocal private postal agencies to assist them 
in delivering the mail. All went well on the 
9th, but the news getting abroad, a large 
number of the private agency postmen 

ot together on the evening of the 
fom and marched in a body to the 
Shunho inn where the Chinkiang post- 
men had put up, and at once attacked 
the latter, using them and their assist- 
‘ant quite’ roughly, robbing them also 
of over a hundred letters which had not 
yet been delivered. After about an hour's 
rioting the mob scattered, leaving the two 
unlucky Imperial postmen half dead. The 
next day (11th) the assistant, who it ap- 
peared had not been so roughly used, got 
& boat and crossed over to Chinkiang 
to report the affair to the Commissioner 
of Customs, who at once telegraphed to 
Viceroy Liu at Nanking, and then commu- 
nicated with Lit Taotai about taking steps 
to punish the riotous private agency post- 
men. A doputy, Mr. ‘Ts‘ao, went over to 
Yangchow on the 14th to make investi- 
ations, and it is intended to take the bull 
$y tho honis and make an example of the 
discontented private agencies and their 
employés, who it also appears had gone on 
strike soon after the opening of the Im- 
perial Post on China New Year's Day. 

"Tux Graphic received on Monday contains 
a portrait of Mrs. Carew. 

‘Tue last number of the London World 
mentions a very pretty waltz, Alameda, 
recently published, composed by 
E. Russell Roberts. We have had_ the 

leasure of hearing this waltz in a private 
Fatlzoom in Shanghai, and can fully con- 
firm the favourable verdict of ‘* R.S.H.” 
in the World, for it is a very pretty and 
melodious composition, with much variety 
in it, a great and by no means always 
present attraction in a waltz. 

‘Tux following express was issued by the 
‘Telegraph Companies on Monday :—Owing 
to heavy snowstorms in Japan, Japanese 
traffic will be subject to a considerable 























"Te following express was issued by the 
‘Telegraph ‘Companies on Tuesday :— 


Japanese landlines are again in working 
order. 


A sunctar entered the house of a rich 
landlord in Soochow last week and carried 
away $300 incash. Asa hint that it would 
be dangerous to search for the robber, the 
man stuck a dagger ina table in the room 
which he had visited. 


Anour 150 factory girls belonging to the 
Yiichin cotton yarn mills of Yangtzepoo, 
went on strike for higher wages on Mon- 
day, and finding their demands unnoticed 
by the mill owners, attempted to create a 
disturbance at the mill gates. ‘The prompt 
arrest, however, of two of the ringleaders 
of the strike made the rest pause in their 
demonstration and eventually disperse 
quietly. 

‘Te young owner of a large exchange shop 
on North Soochow Road, having lately 
entered upon a career of extravagance, was 
on Monday reproved by his widowed 
mother for his conduct, For an answer, 
the young man committed suicide by 
taking raw opium: When tho widow saw 
this, she was so grief-stricken at the con- 
sequence of her words, that she also 
committed suicide immediately after tho 
son's death. 

S. C, Farsmast asp Co., Lp.’s, barque 


day, after a fine voyage of 119 days from 
Shanghai, inclading the time occupied in 
taking in 1,300 tons of cargo in Amoy. 

‘TueU.S.M. steamer China arrived at San 
Francisco on the 18th inst. two days in 
advance of schedule time. 

Tue M.M. steamer Ernest Simons, with 
the French mail of the 30th of January, 
left Singapore for Shanghai on Monday at 

a.m. 

‘Tue Gaelic, with the incoming U.S. mail, 
arrived at Yokohama on the 21st inst. 

‘Tae R. M.S. Empress of Japan arrived 
at Hongkong on Tuesday at 8.30 a.m. 

‘Tar U S.M. steamer Coptic left Hongkong 
on Wednesday at 2 p.m. and is expected to 
arrive at Woosung to-morrow. 

‘Tue silk which left Shanghai on the 23rd 
ultimo per R.M.S. Empress of Ohina 
arrived in New York on the 22nd instant. 

Tue Austrian Lloyd steamer Maria 
Valerie left Hongkong for Shanghai at 5 
p.m. on Tuesday. 

Tue Echo du Tonkin leatns from a cor- 
respondent in Yunnan, that the episcopal 
palace of the Catholic Mission of Fons, 
at Yunnan Sen, had been attacked by 
Chinese, and Father Gorostarzu and two 
native ‘Christians had been seriously 
wounded. M. Leduc, French Consul, had 

one to Yunnan Sen to interview the 

‘iceroy as to certain mining concessions 
for which French Companies had applied, 
and would no doubt at the same time 
regulate the matter of the attack on the 
Catholic Mission. 

‘Tue following notes are from the Foochow 
Echo of the 20th instant : 

‘The Chinese Company controlling the 
launches now rupning on the river, offers 
free passage to all missionaries trivelling 
on its boats. As this is done without 
sclicitati wrt of the missionaries, 
it may be accepted as indicative of appre- 
iation of their work on the part of the 
Directors of the Company. Special thanks 
are due to the members of the Liu family, 
who are its principal shareholders. 

‘The following are the comparative figures 
of the deliveries of China Congou from the 
London bonded warehouses for the seven 
months, say, from 1st of June to lst of 
December in each year. 

















Drumelton arrived at New York on Thurs- | P' 


‘The falling-off is certainly not so rapid 
as it was, but it is evident that even the 
presont unprecedented low range of prices, 
now current in London for China Congous, 
is inefficient to arrest it altogether. Our 
ovly hope for the future lies in the pro- 
spect of the new method of making tea 
proving successful. If in addition to. such 
success, if realised, the Chinese would only 
awake to the fact that a reduction of the 
Export duty, made at once, would be to 
their own interest in the long run, the tea 
trade might yet again flourish as of yore. 


‘We have received Hongkong papers to 
the 20th inst.—Lord Ashburton’s yacht 
Venetia arrived at Singapore on the 4th 
inst, en row'e to Batavia, with adistinguished 
party on buard.—Tho leading merchants of 
Canton held a meeting on the 12th to 
consider the inconveniences of the new 
esta law, and determined to petition the 

iceroy on the subject.—John Peterson, « 
ship-broker, drowned himself while suifer- 
ing from depression, in Victoria Bay, 
Hongkong, on tho 13th.—The Hon. F. A! 
Cooper, head of the Public Works Depart- 
ment in Hongkong, has been appointed 
Director-General of Public Works in 
Ceylon.— Carpentier, an employé at, the 
Fourane coal mines, practically disap- 
eared after exploding a dynamite cartridge 
in his mouth. He was previously off his 
head.—There is a hope of recovering tho 
French steamer Canton.—A medium-sized 
tiger was seen and shot at near Kowloon 
reservoir on the 14th.—The Hongkong 
Daily Press in a leading article on the 17th 
animadverts very strongly, and justly, on 
the conduct of Mr. Lowder and Mr. Troup 
in the matter of the charge brought against 
Miss Jacob. Mr. Troup’s conduct through- 
out is inexplicable, and shows the danger 
of giving the position of assistant judge 
to a man who has not common sense 
to compensate in some way for his 
lack of legal training.—The telegram wo 
published on the 17th as to the opening 
of the West River is confirmed. ‘The 
other port to be opened is probably Shui- 
hing.—News had been received of the 
death at home of the youngest daughter of 
Sir John W. Carrington, Chief Justico, in 
her 13th year.—The Home Government is 
prepared to contribute £159,000, or half 
the cost, towards the construction of a 
large graving dock at Colombo.—Sefior 
Horta e Costa, Guvernor of Macao, left 
Macao for Lisbon on the 16th, having beon 
recalled by wire. His recall is gréatly re- 
gretted at Macao.—The Hongkong Telegraph 
of the 15th has sketches of the Harris 
Starting Gate.—Dr. G. E. Morrison, the 
“Australian in China,” and Times corres 
pondent, arrived at Hongkong from Bang: 
kok on the 18th.—The ulus was to sail 
for England on Saturday.—H.M.S. Hart 
made 24 knote on a trial ran at Hongkong 
on the 18th.—M. Doumer, tho new Go- 
vernor-General of French Indo-China, ar- 
rived at Saigon with his family and staff 
by the Melbourne.--The China Merchants’ 
new steamer Anping, from home, lost her 
propeller outside Hongkong, and was 
towed in by the Fame. —Mr. James Bibby, 
the well-known ship-owner, died at Shrews- 
bury on the 8th ult.--Bad weather was 
the sole cause of the long voyage of the 
Melbourne to Hongkong.—The captain of 
the P. & 0. steamer Borneo was fined 
$100 and the pilot $25 at Penang for bring- 
ing the steamer into harbour limits wit! 
small-pox on board.—The steamer Khedive, 
aground off Porebunder, is expected to 
break up where she lies. 


‘Te following appears in the Hongkong 








Government Gazette of 13th February : 
Regulitions 
made by the Governor under section 10 
of “The Post Office Ordinance 1887.” 
‘Transmission of Chinese Correspondence. 
“Addendum to Regulation No. 8. 
3 (a)—Newspapers, samples, and parcels, 
yihich must not be enclosed in the same 


bag of letters but in bags bearing the 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


830 






tinguishing mark “Newspapers” on the 
address label, will be chatged postage at 
the rate of 2 cents per 2 02. 

‘Tue serious attempt to improve the hotel 
accommodation of Nagasaki, which is about 
to be made by the formation of the Naga- 
saki Hotel, Limited, will have the approval 
of the many travellers who have experienced 
its indequacy, and will, no doubt, meet 
its reward in’satisfactory dividends. If 
good management, the first requirement 
in hotels, is secured, the venture should 
be a remunerative one, for the promoters 
have obtained a capital site, with a 
frontage of 200 feet on the Bund, next 
door to the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 
and with the increasing importance of 
Nagasaki, patronage shall be almost un- 
limited. ‘Since the war Nagasaki appears 
to be rapidly recovering from a period 
of stagnation, and with the extension 
of the connection with the Moji-Kuma- 
moto railway line, the port will he even 
more attractive to tourists than it is at 
present as it will enable them to make it 
the headquarters of many delightful trips 
in Kiushiu. Residentially too, Nagasaki 
has several advantages, whilst the growth 
in the Russian colony is indicative of the 

ogress of the Trans-Siberian railway. 
Tine capital of the company is divided into 
1,300 shares of $100 each, in instalments 
extending to March, next year, and the 
local confidence in the undertaking is 
evidenced by $80,000 having been guar- 
anteed in Nagasaki before the prospectus 
was issued, so that the sum available for 
subscription in other ports did not exceed 
$50,000. 





We have received Japan papers with 
dates from Yokokama to the 17th, Kobe 
the 18th, and Nagasaki the 20th inst.— 
‘The Emperor of Japan had recovered and 
the Empress was expected to be shortly 
convalescent.—The first number of the 
Japan Times, a daily paper to be published 
in English in Tokio by Japanese writers 
with foreign assistance, is to appear next 
mnonth.<—The Emperor has given $15,000 
to the Kioto people in connection with the 
recent Imperial funeral.—A telegram from 
Hakodate mentions the sinking of the 
stexmer Furn Maru, after colliding with 
the Satsxki Maru. ‘The passengers were 
saved.—Tho Japan Daily Advertiser con- 
tradicts the “rumour that Mrs. Carew 
is to be sent to Hongkong, and says 
that she is undergoing medical treat- 
ment.—Judge ‘Mowat had gone to Naga- 
saki to enquire into the mental con- 
ition of Mr. A. Norman, proprietor 
of the Nagasaki Rising Sun.—It is reported 
that the Japanese Government is seriously 
contemplating the adoption of the Gold 
Standard.—News had been received of the 
almost sudden death on the 10th of Dr. 
Hartshorne, of Tsukiji, Tokio.--Mr. Bern- 
hardt, formerly constable of the German 
Constilate at Kobe, committed suicide by 
poison on the 12th.—The German Minister 
to Japan leaves for home shortly. but his 
departure has no connection with the re- 





dicaious charge made against him by the | begi 


‘Tnpanese students.—The College of Agricul- 
ture in the Imperial University at Tokio, 
was almost wholly destroyed by fire on the 
412th. —The Yokohania Specie Bankcontem- 

lates establishing agencies at Amoy and 

ingepoi document was being gene- 
rally signed in Yokohama calling the British 
Minister's attention to the official irregu- 
Jarities committed in reference to the trial 
of Mrs. Carew, and the charge against Miss 
Tucob.—The Nagasaki Shipping List speaks 
highly of the Industrial Exhibition of Kiu- 
shiz and Okinawa now open at Nagusaki, 
a ticket for which has been courteously 
sent us by the Committee. —A dead 
whale, said to measure 108 feet in length, 
floated ashore on the 5th on the coast of 
Niigata, and was sold_by the lucky fisher- 
men for $200,—The Japan Mail says that 
the success the present Cabinet is obtain. 
ing in the Diet is as remarkablo as it was 
wnexpected.—The machinery, plant, ete., 












of the Japan Camphor Co, were sold by 
auction at Kobe on the 17th for $7,000 to 
the Hongkong and Shanghai. Bank.—All 
but 120 shares in the new Nagasaki Hotel 
Co. have been locally subscribed.—A native 
paper, the Nippon, says that Mrs, Carew 
had endeavoured to poison herse'f in the 
British gaol at Yokohama.—It is proposed 
to stop the coinage of silver in Japan 
“after a certain date.” 

Frost Japan papers received yesterday 
we learn that the fund for Miss Jacob 
closed at $2,500 from 77 subscribers. — 
Mr. Lowder has again completely with- 
drawn all allegations of every kind against 
‘Miss Jacob.—The recent release of conviets 
has necessitated the increase of the police.— 
‘The interport football match at Yokohama 
was won by Yokohama making four goals to 
Kobe's nil in six inches of snow—Thero was 
a serious earthquake at Yokohama on the 
20th.—The King of Corea removed on the 
20th’ from the Russian Legation to the 
Meirei palace. 

‘Tae Government of India have decided 
to place the steamers of the North German 
Lloyd Tine on the same footing as those of 
the Peninsular and Oriental and certain 
other companies, in respect to military 
officers travelling by such steamers, being 
exempted from the usual penalty attached 
to their overstaying furlough or leave out 
of India, by reason of any delay in the 
arrival of the vessel in which they return 
to India, provided they take their passage 
in a steamer timed to arrive within the 
period of their furlough or leave. The 
grant of this concession to the North Ger- 
man Lloyd line is provisonal for one year, 
and subject to the punctual sailing and 
arrival at their destination of the steamers 
on advertised dates. 

We learn from the London and China 
Express of the 15th ult. that Capt. the 
Hon. H. Lambton is to commission the 
magnificent cruiser Powerfid for the China 
Station.—Baron von Czikann has been 
appointed Austro.Hungarian Minister to 

bina,—Mr. E, E. Henderson, eldest son 
of Dr. Edward Henderson, of Shanghai, 
was married to Miss H. F. Sharpe on the 
12th ult. 

Tak following notes are from the London 
and China Bzpress of the 15th ult. -— 

‘The Silver market is steady. The prico 
of bars has remained unaltered since the 7th 
inst, The supply has been fairly good, and 
business has taken placo at both above and 
below the quoted figure—viz., 29 11-16d. 
Mexican dollars have slightly fallen in price, 
but are still in good demand, ‘Ths last 
quotation was 29 3-16d. 

In the Tea Market, with business actively 
resumed, the large auctions (of Indian over 
530.000 packages) have passed with much 
fairness for all grades of Tea with quality. 
Common Indian shows no improvement, 
and with a large supply of Ceylon and of 
China appears to satisfy any requirements, 
though the large blending firms use it 
freely. The full supplies from Ceylon now 
in to take the place of the Indian 
article. ‘The bulk of China Tea now avail- 
able is of indifferent character (really good 
isin small supply), and, in a measure, is 
the reason it does not make greater head- 
‘way ; still the consumption of late is a little 
more than, say, against last year about the 
same time. 

The new P. and O. Candia started on 
her maiden voyage on the 9th inst. She is 
450ft. long and 52ft. beam, her gross ton- 
nxge being 6,060, and carrying capacity of 
about 8,000 tons. She was built by Messrs. 
Caird and Co., of Greenock, and her first 
few trips will be to China and Japan, but 
the will subsequently go on Avstralisn 

ine, proceeding ver vidthe 

of Good Hope. She constitutes 'a_de- 
parture, in so far as the P. and 0. Com- 
pany is concerned, as. she is.the first twin- 
screw vessel constructed for the company. 





























Figaro of the 12th of January says that 
Great Britain will soon receive her share:of 
orders, and expresses a hope that France 
will also shortly be in the same position. 
‘The French Mission charged to reorganise 
the arsenal at Foochow, of which M. Doyre, 
second-class naval engineer, is the ovief, 
will leave immediately for China. The 
Figaro hopes that France will be able to 
take advantage of her privileged position, 
which proves that France still possesses 
great influence in the Far East. 

The Radical Jour, speaking of the inter- 
view with Baron’ de Courcel, French 
Ambassador to Great Britain, published in. 
the London Times, predicts an alliance with 
England, and says in this connection: 
“Al the living strength of the country 
should be perpetually enlisted against Ger- 
many, which is ever on the alert. Such an 
understanding is by no means impracticable 
in itself. British public opinion is far from 
having forgotter the attitude of bea 
at the time of the Jameson incident. 
Ground for mutual reconciliation can be 
found very easily, both in London and 
Paris. We should thus be the natural 
mediators between Russia and Englund, 
and this formidable Triple Alliance would 
dictate laws to the-world.” 

Mr. William Waldorf Astor has taken 
the oath of allegiance to Queen Victoria. 
Commenting upon this statement, the 
Philadelphia Inquirer says : — “ Having 
selected England as his home, he has done 
right to’ give in his allegiance to.Her 
Majesty, as foreigners who come to the 
United States to live do right when they 
become naturalised here. We do not share 
the views of those persons who regard Mr. 
Astor's action as in the nature of a national 
calamity. This country does not need men 
who do not rate it above all others, and 
who would not rather live here than any- 
where else in the world.” The Inquirer 
adds. that Astor has ‘burned all of 
the bridges,” including the financial one, 
which bound him to New York. 

The Paris Temps has a lengthy article 
dealing with the projected railways in 
China, recapituluting much of the news in 
connection with this - subject which has 
been current during the last few months, 
In concluding, the writer states that if the 
Peking-Hankow line is made,-.it_is not to 
be expected that the. great European 
industrial establishments will leave all the 
rich prey to American enterprise. Just 
so. What we shall see will probably be a 
judicious international partition of the 

ood things. - What will happen may possi- 

ly be a repetition of what now exists on 
the northern line to Taku. There we see 
something like this : American locomotives 
hauling English rolling stock over rails 
furnished by Germany,’ and across bridges 
constructed’ by France. In the end. we 
shall -see Americans, British, Germans, 
Russians, Japanese, and French alike 
ousted by their Chinese auxiliaries, as is 
the way with commerce at the open ports, 

The P. and O. steamer Nubia arrived 
in Plymouth “Sound from Calcutta, 
with a detachment of the North Lan- 
cashire Regiment, and..it was. reported 
that cases of cholera had occurred amon; 
the troops. a fow days after the vessel had 
touched at Port Said. Two deaths oc- 
curred on January 2nd and th, and a ser- 
geant of the regiment died of ‘the disease 
on the 9th inst. Another man, who was at- 
tacked on the 2nd of January, is now con- 
valescent, but a fourth death occurred on 
the night of the 9th. “There have also been 
some cases of suspicious diarrhea. The 
Nubia has been stationed near the break- 
water, clear of all other shipping, and com- 
munication with the shore was strictly for- 
bidden. though few persons, who were 
medically ‘certified to in good health, 
were allowed ‘to land. © Their luggage, 
however, ‘was detained’ for disinfection. 
The outbreak, it was suggested by those-on 

















Commenting the orders for war- 





ships given by China in Germany, the 


board the vessel was due to frnit and vege- 
tables taken on board at Port Said, but & 
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Reuter telegram from that place, states 
that there has been no cholera in Egypt 
since September, and that Port Said was 
almost free from the disease even when 
the late epidemic was at its worst, At a 
Meeting of the Town Council, the Mayor 
announced that Dr. Bulstrode was perfectly 
satisfied with the arrangements made for 
coping. with the outbreak: of cholera. 
There. was nothing to’ create the slightest 
feeling of alarm in the minds of the 
public. As there were no indications of 
further cases of cholera on the 12th inst., 
the whole of the troops were landed and 
conveyed to Fort Staddon, where they will 
bo kept under. observation for the present. 
The women and children were allowed to 
proceed to their homes, The vessel was 
thoroughly fumigated, and left in the 
afternoon for Gravesend. ‘The eight 
patients on board the hospital ship’ are 
making good progress towards recovery. 

Frost the London and China Express of 
the 22nd ult., we learn that the Chinese 
Minister in London had subscribed £100 
to the Indian Famine Fund, which amount- 
ed-at that date to £120,000.—The Czar, who 
is in perfect health, had ordered collections 
for the Famine Fund to be made in Russia. 
—Sir Frederick Bedford, it is reported, is 
to succeed Admiral Buller. 

Tae following items are from Indian 
exchanges :—Owing to the present excep- 
tional erate of affaiea in Bombay, the 
Committee have decided not to hold the 
Bombay Horse Show this year, which had 
heen fixed for March.—The Viceroy’s gold 
medal at the annual Photographie ‘exhibi- 
tion in Calcutta, has been won bya lady 
exhibitor from America, Miss E. V. Olark- 
son.—The Indian tea trade has been very 

rosperous during the past year. Reports 
for the nine months ending on the Slst of 
December, showed an export of 128 million 
pounds, being an increase of 9 million 
pounds as compared with the corresponding 
period in the preceding year. The trade 
ith America rose from 1 million to 2} 
million pounds.—Four of’ the Madras 
Race Stewards, Colonel Moore, Mr. Irwin, 
Mr. Powell, and Campbell, have 
filed a suiti in the High Court against tho 
editor and proprietors of the Madvas Mail, 
from whom they each claim Rs. 5,000 as 
damages alleged to be sustained, by the 
publication in that paperon the 27th of No- 
vemberlast of aletter entitled ‘The Madras 
Race Club” and signed ‘‘Madrassee” which 
they regard as defamatory. 

‘Revren’s agent at St. Petersburg sends 
to the London papers the following transla- 
tion of an article which appeared in the 
Novosti on the 4th ult. 

“If England and Russia are now again 
confronted by the necessity of solving the 
Eastern Question, their present relations 
differ. sensibly from what they were on the 
eve of the Crimean War and after the last 
Russo-Turkish campaign, for in those times 
neither Lord Palmerston nor the Earl of 
Beaconsfield: disguised his hostility to- 
wards Russia, while now the Marquis of 
Sslisbury and the British Government show 
a. disposition to act in sonar ith her. 
‘Tho German papers may speak of uni- 
versal rivalry Tfetween ogland and 
Russia; but where does it exist? Not 
in the domain of commerce, as there 
no comparison can be established be- 
tween Great Britain’s immense merchant 
fleet and that of Russia which is barely in 
its infancy. Nor does it exist in regard to 
Constantinople which has lost its'import- 
ance as the world’s contre since the piercing 
of the Suez Canal. Even if Russia were 
Jed by the course of events to seize Constan- 
tinople she would certainly not make it her 
capital, and the city would simply become 
one more Russian port, regarding which 
it would not be worth while to go to 
war. British contemporary politicians 
have become. completely disabused of the 
traditional prejudices entertained by Lord 
Palmerstoh and: Lord Beaconsfield, and. 














they regard the prospective partition of 
Turkey ina calm and practical manner, 
divested of any false sentiment. We may 
not agree-that the time for this partition 
has yet arrived, but there is no cause for 
entering into a conflict with Great Britain 
on a question which can be settled by com- 
mon accord. Great Britain and Russia 
have each their own special interests to 
safeguard, which circumstance should 
deter them from engaging in a conflict 
that would be mainly to the profit of Ger- 
many, which from selfish motives is clearly 
seeking: to embroil them. The Eastern 
Question will cease to be adanger to 
Buropean peace when Russia, England, and 
France arrive atan understanding regard- 
ing its real bearing, and take it up from a 
thoroughly practical standpoint. It would 
suffice to hand over the Balkan Peninsula 
to the Balkan people (not to Austria), in 
order to effect a settlement of the most 
essential part of the Eastern Question. As 
to-the questions of Asin Minor and Egypt, 
these could be settled by ajoint under- 
standing botween Russia, Great Britain, 
and France. Finally, the matter of the 
Dardanelles should be equitably adjusted 
to Russia's advantage, Constantinople being 
declared a free port.”* 


Iw its issue of the 8th ultimo the Finan- 
cial News publishes the following :— 

In our issue of the 30th of October there 
appeared, under ‘ Voice of the Public,” a 
letter signed “Expert,” in which it was 
alleged: (a) That the Apollinaris Water 
sold by the Apollinaris Compsny Limited, 
is nota genuine mineral water ; (b) that 
the Government of the United States had 
treated it as an artificial or manufactured 
water : and (c) that in an action commenced 
by that Government, the proprietors of 
Apollinaris Water were condemned to pay 
a fine of'many millions. ‘This letter was 
inserted inadvertently during the tempor- 
ary absence of the Editor, and we desire to 
express our regret for’ ite publication. 
Wo are satisfied that the Apollinaris Water 
sold by the Apollinaris Company is the 
natural product of the Apollinaris Spring 
in Germany, and that the allegations of our 
correspondent are absolutely false and 
without foundation. In the United States, 
where there was a heavy and almost prohibi- 
tive Customs duty on artificial mineral 
water, while natural mineral waters were 
admitted free of duty, the United States 
Government was induced by trade rivals of 
the Apollinaris Company. to investigate 
whether Apollinsris Water should be 
classified in the former category. After 
full and independent investigation, during 
which the Government sent its own experts 
to the Apollinaris Spring in Germany, to 
examine and report’ upon the spring and 
the process of bottling Apollinaris Water, 
the Secretary of the ‘Treasury published a 
decision which declared Apollinaris Water 
tobe a natural mineral water and, as such, 
entitled to entry free of duty into the Un- 
{ted States. ‘This decision has since been 
repeatedly confirmed. Under these cir- 
cumstances we unreservedly withdraw our 
correspondent's statements, and regret 
having published them. : 

‘Tae Scientific American has the follow- 
ing note on the destruction of the cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrah :— 

‘The destruction of the oldest seats of 
civilisation and culture inthe Jordan Valley 
and the Dead Sea districts, namely, that of 
four cities of Sodom, Gomorrah, Adinah, 
and Zeboim, is one of the fixed facts of 
earliest tradition, and for the critical 
geologist. the phenomenon presents no 
difficulty, as far as it can be traced at all. 
‘The tragedy was caused by a sudden break 
of the valley basin in the southern part of 
the Dead Sea, resulting in the sinking of 
the soil, » phenomenon which, without 
any doubt, was in intimate connection 
with a catastrophe in nature, or an earth- 

ywake’ accompanied by such a.sinking-of 
the soil along one or moré rents in the 











earth, whereby these cities were destroyed 
or “‘overturned,” so that the Salt Sea 
now occupies their territory. The view 
that this sea did not exist at ail before this 
catastrophe, or that the Jordan before this 
period flowed into the Mediterranean Sea, 
contradicts throughout all geological and 
natural science teachings concerning the 
formation of this whole region... 
‘That the Pentapolis at one time was 
situated in the southern part of the Dead 
Sea, which is now called Sebcha, is 
proved also, among other things, by’ the 
probable location at this place of Zoar, the 
place which escaped destruction in’ the 
days of Lot; in accordance, too, with the 
writers of antiquity and of the middle ages, 
including the Arabian geographers. AS 
yet nothing certain can be determined con- 
cerning the location of the four other 
cities, viz. Sodom, Gomorrah, Admab, and 
Zeboim, of which names only that-of 
Sodom, ‘in Djebel Usdum, is found reflected 
in any place in these precincts. And even 
apart from geological and geographical 
reasons, this seems to be the natural thing, 
as the book of Genesis represents these 
places as having been thoroughly destroyed 
without leaving any trace or remnant be- 
hind. ‘The fact that now these districts at 

a dreary waste, and by the Arabian geogra- 
pher Mukaddasi called a “hill,” is no 
evidence that in earlier times this was not 
different, and this valley not really a vision 
of paradise. 


We learn from the New York Maritime 
Register that the Glen Line steamer Glene: 
from San Francisco, Feed while e 
tering the harbour of Las Palmas, but was 
subsequently towed off, on the 10th of Jan, 
She was badly damaged, and the No. 5 
ballast tank was full of water. Her bottom 
was holed and there was leak under tho 
stern tube. It was thought that her cargo 
had not been damaged. 

‘A report, says Transport, which re- 
ceived little attention at the recent meeting 
of the British Association at Liverpool, 
probably owing to the highly technical 
matter it contains, was prepared by a 









committee consisting of Prof. L. F. Vernon 
Harcourt, Prof. Unwin, and Mr, W. 
Wheeler, 2. E., Boston. It has already 


been briefly described in Transport, but it 
warrants, [ think, longermention. ‘Tt dealt 
with the effect of wind and atmospheric 
pressure on the tides. Mr. Wheoler, I 
may explain, was the secretary of the 
committee, and he it was who drew up the 
report. ‘The committee selected five ports 
as fairly representative of the tidal con- 
ditions round the coast, and from these 
obtained the tidal records as well as a 
large quantity of other information, The 
information has been embodied in a series 
of tables, and the deductions drawn are :— 

1.—That the tides are influenced both by 
atmospheric pressure and by the wind to 
an extent which considerably affects their 
height. 

2—That the height of about one-fourth 
of the tides is affected by wind. 

3.—That the atmospheric pressure affec~ 
ting the tides operates over so wide an 
area that the local indications given by the 
barometer at any particular port do not 
afford any reliable guide as to the effect 
on the tide at that port. 

4—That although, so far as average 
results go, there can be traced a direct 
connection between the force and direction 
of the wind, and the variation in the height 
of the tides, yet that there is so much 
discrepancy in the average results when 
applied to individual tides that no reliablo 
formula can be established for indicating 
the amount of variation in the height of 
the tide due to any given force of wind. 

5.—The results given in the tables 
relating to atmospheric pressure indicate 
that the effect of this is greater than has 











generally been allowed, a variation of half 
aninch from the average causing a variation 
of 16 inches in the height of the tides. 
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Warts on the cause of maritime 
casualties, the London Shipping World 
says — 

Me the close of a year of loss and disaster 
only second to 1895, we naturally ask our- 
selves what are the conditions and causes 
that have led to such an unfortunate result, 
and enquire with some solicitude whether 
they are chronic and permanent or tempor- 
ary and evanescent. 

‘That it is caused by a growth of unskilful- 
ness in navigation, although the readiest 
reply, we do not believe, and we are 


supported in that opinion by the best | 


authorities. Never, we think, were vessels 
sailed by a better class of masters, whether 
as regards their ability or care, and inso- 
briety is scarcely known. Nor can we 
complain of either the build, finding, or 
character of vessels in the genera! run of 
them ; certainly the proportion, of second 
or third classes to the 100 AJ is small in- 
deed. Two conditions have, however, 
been, we think, too much overlooked by 
all whom it may concern, and especially by 
assurers in their estimate of the considera- 
tion to be paid for insurance—they are 
speed and size. With regard to the first it 
must be evident that both the risk of col- 
ision and wreck must be increased where 
a knowledge of the danger precedes by so 
short a period the consummation of the 
action taken, to say nothing, of the results 
of the added momentum. Of course this 
is intensitied when the desire to make a 
passage is encouraged, or at least expected. 

But, for several reasons, we think that 
the growth of size in modern vessels, is 
the chief element in increased disaster. 
When the lnrgest. merchant vessels drew 
their 15 to 20 ft. loaded, they could enter 
and leave twice the number of ports that 
the modern ones, drawing their 30 to 35 
ft., do, and thus it stands to reason that 
every foot draught not only decreases 
available ports but increases the hidden 
dangers to navigation. That we are not 
alone in looking at this condition as a 
source of danger, notice the almost fever- 
ish anxiety of port and harbour authorities 
to deopen and widen their waterways, 
Knowing the value of such facilitios to 
attract shipping. 

Wnrrixo on the Arbitration Treaty 
between Great Britain and the United 
States, the Home News says :— 

Whatever the fate of the Treaty may be, 
it is interesting to note the reception ac- 
corded its terms not only in England and 
America, but on the Continent. In Ger- 
many, the North German Gazette looks ut it 
askance, and by no means admits that it is 
an example to be followed by other natiors. 
On the other hand, the Frankfort Gazette 
welcomes it as the “greatest triumph ever 
achieved by the friends of peace.” In 
Austria, the Treaty is hailed as a big 
stride forward for humanity, and its ratif- 
cation will be regarded as ‘+ the dawn of a 
better epoch in the relations of States.” 
Russia's view we get, rather curiously, 
from America. Russia is said to be ex- 
tremely jealous of the tightening of the 
bond betiveen Great Britain and the United 
States, and will not hesitate to use her 
influence, whatever that may be, against 
the final’ seal being put to the compact. 
According to special information which the 
Washington correspondents of the New 
York Herald and the Londou Daily Chro- 
‘nicle have secured, the Russian Ambassador 
in tho States frankly asked Mr. Olney to 
explain whether the Treaty was not in 
effect an offensive and defensive alliance 
with Great Britain. Mr. Olney is reported 
to have replied :—'The Treaty makes 
Great Britain our ally in the maintenan 
and enforcement of the Monroe doctrine. 
Tn what way a general arbitration under- 
standing affects the Monroe doctrine we do 
not quite see, and Mr. Olney's remark 
seems the surest means of prejudicing 
other Powers inst the Treaty. It is 
not without significance that well-informed 
correspondents argue that the Treaty will 























be popular in America in proportion as it 
in bald to further tue Monree dovtrine. 

Ustm the arrival of the last mail the 
Blitz Dietetic System was unknown to us, 
but a copy of its official organ, the Medical 
Reformer, has come to hand, accompanied 
by the following explanatory letter :— 

Tt has always been e most vital question for 
English poeple, as also for the natives in the 
diflerent’ parts of the tropical countries, to 
know what food and drinks would be’ the 
most suitable to ingest, in order to enable 
withstand all the influences of irre- 
Of their system's work, and owing 
to this, it is to enable them to escape from 
fevers and pestilential effects of all kinds, as 
also nervous diseases, etc., ete., that we 
to thank Professor Blitz for his findings that 
physiological anaiysis, and the deternina- 

‘of the fermentative action of each in- 














dividual, by which he is enabled to advise 
everybody how to feed well, make his system 
‘work well, and to feel well and have a perfect 


working (sic) systom, fevers, plagues, etc., 
are impossible to develop. 

We, the Medical Reformer, are proud to 
propagate this new science, and as this 
science is contrary to that of the Medical 
Profession by prohibiting medicines and drafts, 
we are put to the necessity of fighting the 
profession, and to force them to abstain from 
spoiling life and living action. 

‘As it is possible to treat far distance, we 
have induced the Jaturopathic Institute to 
allow us to publish questions which have to 
be filled up by those who are in search of 
health, and in giving you notice and sending 
you the last copy for criticism, we deem it 
our duty to beseech you to read and commu- 
nicate same through your influential paper, to 
your readers, and to help the community and 
World at large to the propagation of most 
beneficial science, and of such good effect, 
that, we may'say, has never been dreamt of 
as possible. 

This is self-explanatory, but, however 
able an originator of medical systems he 
may be, Professor Blitz has some short- 
comings as a contributor, for a note to the 
reader explains that he’ has delayed the 
issue by not furnishing in time “the need- 
ed copy.” 

Revver told us some time ago that 
Baron de Courcel was retiring from tho 
French Embassy in London, because he was 
disheartened by the impossibility of brin; 
ing France and England together on the 
questions at issue between them. We 
headed the telegram at the time, “A 
decision to be deprecated, if true,” and we 
now find the Home Nets saying :— 

Baron de Courcel on the evo of his 
retirement from the post of French Ambas- 
sador to England, has made a profoundly 
interesting statement of his views on the 
international outlook. His remarks should 
serve to accelerate the pace at which 
Anglo-French relations have been improv- 
ing during the past year. Baron de 
Courcel, we are assured, sincerely regrets 
that domestic reasons compel his retire- 
ment at a time when diplomacy—‘the 
science of concessions,” as he epigram- 
matically terme itis working steady. 
confirm the bonne entente which began with 
the Siamese agreement. His Excellency 

sys. a'splendid tribute of praise to Lord 
Bilisbury’s patience and skill, and is con- 
vinced that there is not a single question 
pending between France and England, 
which will not be settled amicably and 
satisfactorily. Of course, there is ‘the 
everlasting Egyptian” imbroglio, and on 
that even Baron de Courcel is not qui 
convincing. He wants to know why Boy 
land, in Egypt, springs decisions on the 
world, and confronts France with accom- 

lished facts? ‘‘ Are we not enchanted at 
ngland recovering the Soudan for 
Egypt?” he asks. “The answer to this is, 
of course, obvious. Such a statement as 
Baron de Courcel’s is, however, one to be 
read not by the letter, but in the spirit in 
‘which it is uttered. Not less noteworth; 

















than Baron de Coureel’s valediction: is M. 
do Lanessan's plea in the Rappel for friend. 
ship between France and England. From 


their respective points of view, the ex- 
Governor of Indo-China and the retiring 
Ambassador bear eloquent testimony to 
the reality of the Anglo-French rapproche- 
ment. 

A nome paper says that the notorious 
Major Lothaire has again left his country, 
this time for Egypt, where he is to embark 
for Java. Ofcourse, he has a mission. It 
is to study the culture of rice, coffee, and 
vanilla in tie Dutch colonies. ‘The Belgian 
Mail gives the murderer of Stokes a hint 
which he will do well to take to heart. It 
advises him not t» exerciso his, hanging 

ropensities upon some poor plantation 
Toole, for the reason that he ll find the 
Dutch authorities less complaisant than the 
Congo officials in the Rue de Namur. 

A CORRESPONDENT writes to The Times :— 
“The development of shipping under the 
Japanese flag is being continued by addi- 
tional orders from Japan for execution 
during 1897 and 1898. Not only have the 
Japanese Government ordered vessels of 
war, both in this country and in America 
during the last few weeks, but a very import- 
ant order in connection with the Japanese 
mercantile marine has just been given in 
London, Mr, Asano, the President of the 
Toyo Kisen Kabushiki Kaisha, and Captain 
Tanicka have been in this country for some 
weeks for the purpose of negotiating con- 
tracts for three mail and passenger steamers 
of the highest class, intended to sail 
wiles thie lepaseen foc, pot Goon regular 
line between Yokohama and San Francisco, 
‘The vessels are to approximate to 6,000 tons 
gross register, and have been guaranteed 
to steam at least 17} knots, "They are to 
be propelled by twin-screws, with engines 
capable of developing at least 7,500-horse- 

wer. The boilers, six in number, are to 

e worked by natural draught, as the 
Japanese Government requirements for 
armed cruisers and mail steamers, under 
which these vessels will work, demand a 
certain minimum speed without the assis- 
tance of forced draught. Each vessel will 
be capable of carrying sixty first-class 
passengers, besides second-class passengers 
and large number of emigrants; and the 
passenger accommodation will bo of the 
most luxurious character, all of it being 
contained in deckhouses standing upon the 
upper-deck, and exposed to the full advant- 
age of tho sea breezes for ventilation in hot 
weather, the number of passengers to be 
carried in each of the first-class berths be. 
ing limited to two. The dining 
will be equal in luxury to that of any Bri- 
tish steamer on the Atlantic or Eastern 
routes, and each vessel will have refrigera- 
ting machinery for the ft poricge of the 
passengers’ food, special lock-up, silk, and 
specie rooms, besides mail rooms, There 
will also be ladies’ saloons, aud what are 
known as bridal suites, being rooms of large 
size connected with each other,and intended 
to be let en suite to passengers who ate wil- 
ling to pay handsomely for enlarged accom- 
modation. The vessels throughout will be 











to | lit by electricity in all the cabins and passen- 


ger accommodation, and in the crews’ quar- 
ters, with overhead electric sunlights attach- 
ed to the maats to enable cargo to be lond- 
ed and discharged at night. Two such 


vessels are to be built by Sir James Laing, 
and one by Messrs. Swan and Hunter, and 
all of them from the designs of Dir. 
Fortescue Flannery, M.P.” 





“If the blood is diseased the body is 
discased.”"—Remember that the blood, whe- 
ther pure or impure, circulates through the 
organs of the human body—Lungs, Heart, 
Stomach, Kidoeys, Brain, "If it is laden wi 
poisonous matter it spreads disease on ile 
course. In cases of Scrofula, Scurvy, ezema, + 
Bail Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, 
aud Sores of all kinds the effects of Clarke’s 
Blond Mixture are marvellous. Thousands 
of wonderful cures have been effected by it, 
Clarke's Blood Mixture is sold everywhere at 
Qs. 9d. per bottle. Beware of worthless. 
imitations and substitutes. 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 


GOING IT ALONE. 

22nd Feb. 
EnGuisHMeN will read with great satis- 
faction the Reuter’s telegram that we 
publish this morning, announcing that 
Lord Salisbury has declined to join in 
the German Ewperor’s proposal to 
blockade the Pireus, and prevent Greece 
sending reinforcements to the expedition 
to annex Crete. We had been somewhat 
afraid that Lord Salisbury would cov- 
tinue to sacrifice onr independence of 
action to that pestiferous fetish, the 
Concert of the Powers, whose only re- 
sult so far has been to allow the Sultan 
to indulge without interference his ap- 
petite for Christian blood. It was im- 
possible for Greece to continue standing 
by as a mere spectator of the massacres 
that have disgraced not only the Otto- 
mans, but all Europe that has permitted 
their continuance ; and great as is the 
responsibility that Greece has under- 
taken in throwing down the gauntlet to 
Abdul Hamid, she would have been 
untrue to herself if she had not endea- 
vonred at least.to save the Christians 
in Crete. Every Englishman will sym- 
pathise with her gallantry, and hope 
for her success; and the shame 
that many of us feel at Bngland’s 
refusal to interfere to save the Arme- 
nians would have been felt by the 
whole country if Lord Salisbury had 
agreed to aid in restraining the Greeks. 
There is no compelling reason why the 
transfer of Crete from ‘Turkish oppres- 
sion to Greek rule should be followed 
by a European war; and it is neither 
our business nor our policy to protect 
‘Varkey unti! Russia is ready to absorb 
her. It will not he.an-easy matter to 
divide up the Turkish Empire when 
the time, which now seems imminent, 
comes; but under avy circumstances 
Greece has a paramount claim to Crete, 
and there is no reason why she should 
not be allowed to enter into that out- 
lying part of her inheritance at once. 
Ih Tuly last year the Austrian Govern- 
ment proposed a joint blockade of the 
island to keep out the Greeks, but 
Great Britain refused to accede to the 
proposal and it was dropped, as we 
hope will be the German Emperor's pro- 
posal. It will be remembered that at 
least two-thirds of the population of 
Crete are Christians. 


ROWLAND'S ODONTO—This has been 
known for 60 years to be the best, purest, 
and most fragrant tooth powder. It whitens 
the teeth, prevents and arrests decay, 
strengthens the gums, and givesR pleasing 
fragrance to the breath. Rowsanp’s 
Macassaz .Om presarves and beautifies 
the hair, and’ is the best brilliantine for 

‘Indies’ and children’s hair, as it is not too 
greasy or too drying. Alsosold ina golden 
colour, Ask any chemist or perfumer for 
ticles, of 20, Hatton Garden, 
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THE TIENTSIN RACE CLUB. 
22nd Feb. 

We publish elsewhere the report of the 
Annnal Meeting of this’ gourishing 
Institution, and as four years ago we 
animadverted somewhat’ severely on 
some new departures then taken, we 
think it but due that we should now 
express our satisfaction that ‘Lientsin 
sportsmen have once more come into 
line with the whole China coast, in 
certain matters which intimately con- 
cern this domain of sport, As our re- 
port points ont 1896 has been a great 
year in the history of the Club ; income 
has reached record figures, and the same 
way be said of membership and entrance 
fees ; but above all, the Club has become 
the proprietor of the fine Race Course 
and appurtenances which it formerly 
rented. It now proposes to enhance its 
usefulness by taking upon itself some 
of the social functions of a Country 
Club as well as an Association for horse- 
racing. ‘The Race Course at the northern 
outport is situated some three miles 
from the concessions, and is the only 
objective at which pedestrians, riders, 
and drivers can aim when bent on con- 
stitutional purposes ; the environs of 
‘Tientsin are not rich in roads, and as a 
matter of fact, the one decent external 
thoroughfare it possesses is that lead- 
ing to the Course, Hitherto another 
organisation, known as the Country 
Club, has rented the Grand Stand and 
track during the periods of the year 
when training and racing were not 
in vogue, ‘This institution has now 
dissolved itself- and has generously 
transferred its corporate property to the 
Race Club, the Stewards having under- 
taken to carry on all the functions. As 
real property is distinctly on the boom 
in Tientsin, we cannot but regard as 
satisfactory the purchase of the Course 
aud the new social departure of the 
Race Club, ‘I'vice within the last 
month over ‘I'ls, 4,000 per mow have 
been paid for land on a 66 years’ tenure : 
a lot of three mow was transferred re- 
cently at 'T'ls, 15,000 for the bare value 
of the land as a: building site. These 
prices are more than double those of 
five years ago, and are almost an ad- 
vance of 100 per cent on those of 
January, 1896. Under such circum- 
stances, to acquire a completely equip- 
ped Race Course, including an area of 
land, for Tis. 16,000 is a stroke of 
financial fortune which comes but sel- 
dom in the life-history of a Club. 

Northern racing men have at last 
definitely and deliberately given up 
Chinese riders. ‘This has been a con- 
tentious matter for years, and Homeric 
battles have been waged round it. 
‘When in 1893 the Club, by the casting 
vote of the Chairman, determined to 
have “one race per day, in which 
Chinese riders approved by the Stewards 
shall ride,” a compromise between two 
such races and none, we said that we 
regarded the mounting of mafoos as a 
desperate remedy for a scarcity of 
gentlemen riders, “The entrance of 
the professional element in almost every 





phase of sport, is the spore. of the 
leprosy which soon defiles and ultima- 
tely destroys it. ‘The codes of honour 
obtainable among professionals and 
amateurs differ greatly; but when to 
this the differences of race, training, 
and environment are added, we have an 
apparently irrefutable reason against 
committing large monetary issues to 
such a class as the Chinese mafoo. 
A stake which is a matter, of 
indifference to a gentleman amateur, 
and a bribe which would evoke a horse- 
whipping on the part of a foreign pro- 
fessional, may be an entire fortune to 
a Chinese mafoo—who is only too fre- 
quently a gambler and in desperate 
need of money. Among professional 
riders at home in recent years, there 
have been many aberrations from 
straight riding, aud we doubs if Chinesa 
mafoos have anything like’ so strict 
acode of morals as even their Western 
confrdres.” ‘I'hese words,. written four 
years ugo, are as applicable to-day as 
they were then, and we are heartily 
glad that Tientsin has now shut down 
on its own innovation, After all we 
are not sorry that the experiment has 
been given a long and fair trial, as 
that is now established by experience, 
which was before only a strong pre- 
sumption, We hope that not even 
in the scarcity of jockeys—the osten- 
sible cause of the presenca of the 
native rider—will the question ever be 
mooted again. 

Our neighbours have also reduced 
their scale of weights to harmonise 
with our own, ‘This is commendable 
as far as it goes, inasmuch as it fends 
to facilitate comparisons and to give 
mekr lickt to Southern readers and 
purchasers ; but we need hardly point 
out to racing men the inexpediency of 
basing comparison on “times” alone: 
soil, climate, temperature, and meth 
of truiningrender such comparisons illu- 
sive, and unfortuvately these elements 
both singly and in combination cannot 
be eliminated. Something is, however, 
gained by the change and we welcome 
it, ‘The weights were put up from the 
increasing corpuleuce of the riders; 
aud as they are now reduced, we may 
presume that a new supply of light 
weights has displaced the heavy brigade, 

We see by the report. that for the 
first time on record something akin to 
the welsher has vanished from the 
banks of the Peiho. We are happily 
ignorant of names and details, but 
we understand that a successful rider 
has left the Club with his Lottery 
Account unpaid (‘I'ls, 250), © ‘The 
Club in which this is an unprecedented 
event is indeed a fortunate institution ; 
but none the Jess should. the incident 
not be passed over. We heartily 
endorse the suggestion that such gross 
eases of default (the man was a heavy 
winner in sweepstakes) should be 
posted and communicated to all Race 
Clubs in the Far East. ‘I'he affinity 
between the best of animals and the 








shadiest of men is so-well known that 
gentlemen are bound. to be specially 
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censorious in these matters. Descensus 
‘Averni facillimus in racing matters, 
‘and we are’all under an obligation to 
keep the Angean element out of the 
‘Clubs as well -as the stables ; it is only 
by ‘Rhadamsnthine severity that this 
‘an be done, and Clubs ought to help 
each other ‘in this matter. Without 
‘irgivg its inclusion in the Rules of any 
Club, we should like to know that it was 
‘an understood thing up and down the 
Chinese littoral, that a defaulter in any 
port would not only be’precluded from 
Hiding; but from coming on to any 
Course as & spectator in any other. 
‘The financial honour of racing men 
should be at least as unsuspected as the 
virtue of Cxsar's wife. 

‘We congratulate our Northern friends 
on their success, May we ask them a 
quéstion 2 Why don’t they come down 
to Shanghai and measure themselves 
with us? In the sixties and seventies 
such things were known and well-known. 
We think we could guarantee them both 
‘@ hearty welcome and foemen worthy 
of their steel, or perhaps we shonld say 
ponies and horsemen worthy of their 
whips, 


GREECE AND CRETE. 

. 23rd Feb. 
‘Tux proposition that Lord Salisbury 
makes, in order to settle for a time the 
Cretan question and put off the Euro- 
pean war which it is feared must ac- 
company the dissolution of ‘lurkey, is 
that Crete should be put on the same 
footing as Samos, which is a’principality 
wader the sovereignty of Turkey, under 
the guarantee of France, Great Britain, 
and Russia. But the conditions are 
“not the same, The 50,000 inhabitants 
of Samos are all, except 86, members 
of the Greek Orthodox Church, so that 
there is practically no religious ques- 
tion there. It may be doubted whether 
en autonomous Crete would be a peace- 
ful one, while the Greek Government 
could exercise the necessary force to 
prevents the Christians aud -Mussul- 
mans flying at each other's throats. 
‘To make Crete autonomous would be 
obviously only a temporary measure ; 
Greece would always be on the look-out 
to annex it, and the majority of the 
Cretans are ready to be annexed, so that 
it is simpler and therefore more states- 
maolike to let Greece enter into posses- 
sion-at once. 

It will be seen with pleasure that 
France and Italy are in this matter on 
the side of Great Britain, Austria, 
which bas the greatest reason to fear a 
disturbance in South-east Europe, sides 
with Germany.; but what we want to 
kuow is, where is Russia? Her posi- 
tion is a difficult one; she doas not 
want the dissolution of ‘iurkey has- 
tened; while the Czar is allied to the 
Greek royal family by the closest ties. 
If the Sultan is obstinate aud refuses 
to let Grete go, there will be war in the 
Balkans, for which the Greek and 
furkish armies are collecting on the 
‘frontier. Noone can say where that 

:, war -will-stop when it once begins ; but 
a 


4 








the Continental Powers are so much 
aftaid of a great war that they may, as 
[we hope they will, unite to forbid 
Turkey to move, and Abdul Hamid 
{will hardly dare to defy all the rest of 
‘Europe. Under any circumstances we 
|look to Lord Salisbury not to allow 
Greek to be oppressed by ‘Turkey or by 
avy Contiaental Power. 





CAN CHINA REFORM? 
23rd Feb. 
Tue air is full of schemes for the 
regeneration of China. Some thiuk 
that when railways are really open the 
thing is done; others advise other 
things—Universities, Armies, Fleets, 
China is to join the great brother- 
hood of armaments and take her 
place among the progressive nations, 
Tt seems to us, however, to be a 
reasonable question whether such a 
consummation, however devoutly to bo 
wished; is @ possible one or not, That 
the: Chinese are in many respects a 
great people with many most admirable 
qualities and with a great future before 
them is not to be denied ; but whether 
they will enjoy that future as a free 
people, and march, as a nation, shoulder 
to shoulder with other nations down 
the path of progress, may be question- 
ed. In the life of the individual there 
comes a time when the doctor gives 
him up. By careful nursing his 
days may be prolonged, his - pains 
assuaged, his death made: easier ; 
but no one speaks of his rising again 
and going forth to his labour. Cannot 
it be the same with a nation? 
Tntellectually in a cataleptic state, 
politically, in her officialdom, a mere 
running sore, may it not be that 
China “es & nation is past hope, its 
day of grace gone by for ever? 
It is falsely said that while there is 
life there is hope; but every hope 
seems to hang on an impossible if. If 
the patient would rouse himself, if he 
would submit to an operation, if the 
operation did not kill him, if the 
waiting eagles would only be patient, 
or even help him a little, who knows, 
he might recover even yet? China 
has but recently been sadly humi- 
liated. If after her humiliation she 
were humble; if she were openly 
and honestly in the sight of all men 
setting herself to the task of reform ; 
if even there were but a small and 
earnest band of men who understood 
and would devote life and fortune 
to bringing China into the right way, 
then we would applaud and even hope. 
Yet the determiued purpose aud the 
appearance of most enlightened and 
devoted patriots would only inspire 
hope, not confidence. It would still be 
a question: whether China could bear 
the pains of her purging. It seems 
impossible that she should recover un- 
less that caucer of hers, the corruption 
of the official classes, is first extirpated. 
But is it possible for her to go through 
with and. survive such an operation ? 
This is the dilemma that must trouble 








every .one.who looks seriously at her 
state, 

Bat. again, even supposing she had 
her pure patriots, and would snbmit to 
the pains of’ reformation, ‘and had 
strength to go through with it, it 
would still remain a question whether 
such a task was still possible for her, be- 
cause she has not only to reform, but 
to do it without colliding with any 
of the mighty but highly sensitive 
Powers. by which she is surrounded. 
We have seen quite recently how Japan 
could hardly ‘put her. head out ‘of 
window before three sticks came down 
on it; and it is impossible to suppose 
that such a lumbering mass as China 
could move very far before offending 
some of her neighbours, In the spaces 
between cannon-balls a weak little wren 
may live uncrashed; and ~ China's 
weakness seems safe at present between 
the tremendous but mutually-opposing 
strengths of the great nations who 
surround her. She will, however, hardly 
be able to exert the force necessary for 
her own reformation ‘without: coming 
into collision in come way with some of 
those Powers, without uniting two or 
three who were before at enmity, or 
without giving to them some reasonable 
grounds for interference in her affairs, 
Let it be granted that no Power wishes 
for moro than the opening up of China, 
just as England had no conscious wish 
to’ possess India, Yet it may bea 
true instiuct which leads the Chinese 
to oxclude foreigners so long as they 
can ; for when railways run to every 
city and foreign trade ‘lays hold on 
every province, we may expect such 
complications, disputes, and injustices 
as will lead to various Powers interfer- 
ing. .'There may be no Calentta Black- 
hole business, and even the ‘Pientsin 
and Kuchéng massacres may never be 
repeated ; but if only the way of doing 
business which led ‘to war fifty’ years 
ago were continued over larger areas, 
and if the unsatisfactory relations which 
occasionally exist at every port were 
multiplied over the Empire, involving 
other Powers besides the meek Euglish, 
then in spite of treaties, apologies, 
indemnities, and what not, the end 
might soon aud easily coma. 

Thus the means ‘she must uso 
for reforming and strengthening herself 
may break her up either from within 
or from without: If some strong mai, 
or group of men should appear soon, 
with heroic ardour that can kindle the 
courage of others, with a clear view of 
China’s condition and needs, with 
superhuman wisdom to gaide her amid 
the jealousies of the Powers, then 
China may yet as a single, independent 
nation hold up her -head and look 
forward to’ a glorious future, ~Bat 
without the man, with so much to be 
done, with apparently no heart or in- 
tention to ‘do it, and with so man; 
posibilities of entanglement and: mis- 
take, it may well seem doubtful whether 
her regeneration except under foreign 








tatelage is still in the range of practical 
politics, 
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‘TAKING IT LYING DOWN. 
25th Feb. 

Lone ago Prince Bismarck described 
the Marquis of Salisbury as “a lath 

‘ainted to look like iron.” ‘I'he noble 
Marquis has again shown the justice of 
the description. Fora day'or two he 
was prepared to “ go it alone,” keep out 
of the Enropean Concert, and let Greece 
fight it out with ‘Turkey for Crete. 
But the lath has bent, as usual, and the 
British ships, to our eternal disgrace, 
were the first to fire in the bombard- 
ment of the Cretan “insurgents,” For- 
tunately, one party in the House, led hy 
the man whom the Unionists are fond 
of-stigmatising as a “ Little Englander,” 
protested against the truckling of the 
Government, and we hope to. find that 
it will be supported by the country. 
Lord Salisbury is afraid that if we 
acted: alone, thé result would be a 
Buropean war, But there is not one 
Continental Power that dares to begin 
a, European war, and, as we have said 
before, the European Concert is a fetish, 
If they dare not coerce the Sultan, for 
fear of a European war, is it likely that 
they would dare to coerce England, if 
Lord Salisbury had the spirit to persist 
in “going it alone”? All the bye- 
elections this year have shown Liberal 
gains, and Lord Salisbury’s recent 
action will not increase his. popularity, 
but the Liberal party has no leader, 
Unfortunately Cromwell has no suc- 
cessors nowadays, 





‘THE IMPENDING CHANGE 


IN THE JAPANESE CURRENCY. 
25th Feb. 

For the last five years or more there 
have been rumours from time to time 
that Japan was contemplating the 
adoption’ of the Gold Standard, and we 
learn from the newspapers most recentiy 
received that the question is likely to 
be brought before. the present Diet, 
Connt Matsukata, the present Finance 
Minister, one of the ablest financiers in 
Japan, to whom was due the recovery of 
the Japanese paper money froma heavy 
discount to par, is, it is understood, very 
strongly’ in’ favour of the proposed 
change, and: he is believed to have 
brought the whole Cabinet-over to. his 
views. ‘Phe scheme, as formulated by 
one of the Chief Accountants in the 
Department.of Finance, as quoted by 
the Mainichi Shimbun and translated 
in the Japan Dail, is as follows :—~ 

L—A weight, of 2.2222 fun. of gold of 
900 fineness shall. be. determi: as the 
unit. of Japanese currency: and: shall be 
called a. yen. 

2,—In. the new -gold coinage, the only 
goin shall-be:a twenty-yen pieoe, ‘weighing 
4.44442" momme, and its design shall be 
commemorative of the war with Chins. 

$.—The minting; of all gold coins other 
than the above shall be stopped, and those 
already in circulation sl be called in 

* and re-coined. 

4,—The gold coins now in circulation 
shall be exchangeable at the rate of one 
wold venfor two silver Wi cei 

j.—The 2 of 01 iver 
Re nr rae 


6.—When such a course seems necessary, 
the Government shall be competent to coin 
one-yen silver pieces within certain limits. 

7.—The silver yen already in circulation 
shall be legal tender to an unlimited extent 
at the fixed ratio to gold. 

8.—Convertible notes, or bank notes, 
all be redeemable with either gold or 

iver. 

9.—The Nippon Ginko shall direct its 
efforts to withdrawing the gold coins now 
2) uThe Nippon Ginko shall take ste 

).—The Ni nko 8] 
to change the ever bullion now kept in is 
vaults for gold. 

11.—Prior to the enforcement of the new 
Currency Sytem, a gold reserve of at least 
100 million yen in new coins should be 
sp cates Oni 

.—The Curren: ions, Converti- 
ble Note Regulations, and soforth, now in 
force shall-be smended in the above 
sense. 

his is called by the Japan Mail 
“Gold Monometallism,” but it is ob- 
viously not monometallism at all, bat 
bimetallism with a fixed ratio. his 
is the desire of the heart of all bimetal- 
lists, but they do not want the ratio 
that Japan proposes to adopt, 1 to 32, 
When the gold and silver yen were 
adopted in Japan, the market ratio of 
gold to silver was about 1 to 16; and 
it is now intended therefore to make 
one gold yen equal to two silver yen; 
or, on the other hand, the new gold yen 
will be half the weight of the old one. 
‘The silver dollar or yen is taken prac- 
tically at 2s, sterling, and according to 
some accounts a -gold coin of five 
en, which will be similar to the 
jalf-sovereign, is. to be coined, while 
the scheme quoted above restricts 
the gold coinage to a twenty-yén 
piece, equal to a double ~ sover- 
eign or an American ten-dollar gold- 
piece, Meanwhile the existing gold 
coinage is to be called in and re- 
coined, but gold is so little used in 
Japan, that this wili not be a very 
serious operation. Silver is to be 
unlimited tender at the fixed rate of 
1 to 82, and the Government is to stop 
the free coinage of silver, as the Indian 
Government has done, but is to have 
the right to coin, should silver coinage 
become scarce. ‘I'here is, however, some 
difficulty about the closing of the mivt 
until the new ‘Treaties come into 
operation as, by the Tokio conven- 
tion of 1866 between the ‘Treaty 
Powers and Japan, it is stipulated that 
the Japanese Government shall ex- 
change into native coin of the same 
intrinsic value, less onlv the cost of 
coinage, . . . all foreign coin or bullion, 
in gold or silver, that may at any time, 
be tendered to them by foreigners or 
Japanese. We must suppose that 
Count Matsukata has not overlooked 
this Convention. 

Before the Gold Standard can be 
adopted, the Bank of Japan is to have a 
gold reserve in its vaults of one 
hundred million yen, or say ten 
million pounds sterling. It las at 
the present moment a reserve of over 























eighty millious, and as Japan bas still 
a great deal more Indemnity gold to 
receive from Chins, there “is no-trouble 
about-this. ghee cw. S > 





The two operative. reasons for the. 
proposed change appear to be: first, 
the desire of Japan to be as good as 
any Western nation, and all the lead- 
ing Western nations have the. gold 
standard ; and second, the desire to 
borrow money in the West for the 
development of Japan, and to, invite 
Western capital to irrigate the indus- 
tries of Japan, Western capitalists are 
averse to adding tie risk of a, farther 
decline in silver to the ordinary. risk 
of sending their capital to the Far, 
East ; but it is supposed that they will 
readily send their money to .a Gold 
Standard country. It is suggested that 
Japan should obviate the difficulty. by 
contracting loans in gold and making 
them payable in gold ; and this would 
in many ways he preferable to. the 
adoption of the Gold Staudard, which 
cannot but be damaging to’ the rising 
industries of Japan 

‘As we find it concisely put in. the 
Kobe Chronicle, the following is a state~ 
ment of the results that the Currency 
Committee expected from the ‘adoption 
of the Gold standard :— 


1,—Decline in the cost of goods imported 
from silver countries. 

2.—Creditors would be benefited. 

3.—The national expenditure would be 
reduced. 

4.—A general decline of prices. 

5.—Debtors and payers of fixed taxes 
would lose. 

6.—General depression of commerce and 
industries. 

Decline of money interest. 

-Agriculturiats would be inj 

9.—Decresse of taxes and other governs 
ment revenue. . 

10.—Payers of salaries. and wages would 
be plunged in difficulty. : 

11.—Decrease of demand for labour, 

12:—Decreaso of imports from gold-using 
countries. : 














There is another trouble that is in+ 
separable from the attempt to: keep 
two metals circulating at a fixed ratio 
in a country, while the market value 
outside of each of them in terms of the 
other is continually fluctuating, and 
that is, that Gresham's Law comes in« 
evitably into operation, If silver falls 
below the ratio of 1 to 32, Japan will 
lose her gold; if it rises above that 
ratio, she will lose her silver. It is 





proposed, indeed, to stop the export 
of gold by putting a premium on it, as 
is done, when necessary, by the Bank 
of France, while the value of the silver 
is to be kept up, as in India, by stop- 
ping the coinage ; but this is not. gold 
monometallism, 2 





“The Health and Vigour of an individual 
depend upon the quantity and quality: of the 
blood. ‘hen the tissues have been at work, 
there are thrown into the blood waste pro-: 
ducts, and if these be not eliminated but. 
{through any cause) detained in tho. blood 
they influence nutrition and function and’ 
finally produce organic disease.”—The Huma- 
nitarian, In.cases of Scrofula, Scurvy, Eczema, 
Bad-Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases, Pimples, 
and Sores of all kinds, the effects'of Clarke's: 
Blood Mixtureare warvellous. Thousands of: 
wonderful cures bave been effected. by. 
Clarke's Blood-Mixtare is sold everywhere, a 
2s. 9d. per bottle. “Beware of worthless imitae 
tions and substitates,. aaa 
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‘THE SHANGHAI PUBLIC SCHOOL. 

6th Feb. 
‘Turre has been some agitation during 
the last fortnight or so among a portion 
of the community, inspired by the recent 
decision of the Committee of the Shang- 
hai Public School to restrict the school 
to children born of Western parents, 
In another column we publish a valuable 
communication ‘on the subject, which 
will, no doubt, be fully gone into at the 
forthcoming Ratepayers’ Meeting; but 
meanwhile we may present a few con- 
siderations that may well be weighed 
by the ratepayers before that meeting 
takes place. 

The Shanghai Public School was! 
originally founded by the Masonic Body 
here, who saw that times were chang- 
ing, that people had to look forward to 
spending the greater part of their lives 
here when they once became residents of 
Shanghai, and that they conld no longer 
afford to send their children home to 
Europe or America to be educated. 
Shortly after it was established by the 
Masonic Body, the school declined to ad- 
mit Eurasian children; butit did not pay, 
or rather it became a heavier burden on 
the resources of its founders than they 
cated to’ shoulder, and it was taken 
over by Mr. Lanning, the Head Master, 
‘a8 a private speculation. It suited him 
as 8 private individual naturally anxious 
to make the school remunerstive, to 
admit Eurasian children, After a little 
while, the ratepayers began torealise the 
desirability of having a first-class public 
school’ at Shanghai, to which their 
children could be sent, so that they 
might avoid the pain of parting with 
their children during the most interest- 
ing period of their lives, and the ex- 
peuse, often almost probibitory, of keep- 
ing them at school at home. When 
Mr. Jamieson in 1894 brought forward 
the acheme for turning the Masonic 
intoa Public School he distinctly stated, 
and the statement was received with 
spplause by the ratepayers, that the 
school was to be for “European children,” 
and the constitution of the Committee, 
which consisted, when the decision 
now complained of was taken, of 
Messrs. Geo. Jamieson, R. M. Campbell, 
J. L, Scott, O. Stuebel, and F, M. Grat- 
ton, should be a sufficient guarantee 
that the intentions of the ratepayers are 
not disregarded. It has been the con- 
stant work of the Committee to make the 

School the high-class institution that it 
was intended to be, and to this end 
they are empowered by the constitution 
“to refuse admission (to) or to expel 
any children whose presence might be 
or is considered by them detrimental 
to the School.” ‘They have cume to the 
conclusion, not lightly or suddenly, but 
after long deliberation avd discussion 
that the admission and the continued 
presence of Eurasian children is detri- 
mental to the best interests of the 
School, and on that ground have felt 
obliged to send out the recent circular 
to which exception has been taken. 





‘The ratepuyers may, primd facie, feel 
ats thet the Comes ofthe Sebo, 


constituted as it is, must have good 
grounds for the course they have 
taken, somewhat invidious as it appears 
to be at first sight The Committee, 
we understand, came reluctantly to the 
conclusion that the School was not 
doing what was expected of it, or what 
it was intended by the ratepayers to do ; 
and they saw that it was becoming a 
qnestion whether the School should 
become a Eurasian School or a high- 
class public school for European child- 
ren; and their duty is to make it the 
latter. 

It is reported that the Masonic body 
take some exception to the circular 
previously referred to, but it is difficult 
to see what their objection is. By the 
terms of their contract with the Muni- 
cipal Council, they have the right to 
the permanent free education of four 
children in the School. ‘This right has 
always been recognised and availed of, 
aud the four children being educated 
in the School under this agreement are 
all European children, 

The decision now come to by the 
Committee of the School seems a little 
hard at first sight on the Eurasian 
children and their parents, some of 


whom even make the grave mistake of | G, 


represeating that their children are 
being “expelled” from the School, 
which is not at all the case, But it 
must be remembered that there are 
three other schools.in Shanghai for 
Eurasiaus, all receiving support from 
the ratepayers, the subsidies they re- 
ceive equalling exactly the amount paid 
to the Shanghai Pablie School. 'The 
‘Thomas Hanbury Schooi and Children’s 
Home was largely built and is largely 
supported, especially for Eurasians, by 
the Shavghai community, and it is 


now being extended, a fresh sum of} with 


‘Ils. 5,000 having been lately sub- 
scribed in Shanghai for the pur- 
pose, in addition to ‘TMs. 4,000 
given by its great benefactor, Mr. 
Thomas Hanbury. It is not likely 
that in the face of these three existing 
schools, the ratepayers intended that 
the ‘I's. 45,000 they raised by deben- 
tures on which they are paying interest, 
should be used in starting another 
Eurasian school. It was intended to 
start a High School for European child- 
ren of all classes, aud the endeavour. of 
the Committee has been to realise this 
in the Shanghai Public School, 

‘The Eurasian Question is a much too 
large and important one to be entered 
upon now, and we should hope that it 
will be put altogether on one side when 
this question comes up for discussion at 
the Ratepayers’ Meeting. ‘I'he facts 
simply are that the ratepayers Lave in- 
curred a heavy liability aud a large 
annual: expense to establish and main 
tain a first-class Public School ; that 
they have put the management of 
this school in the hands of an excep- 
tionally strong and representative Com- 
mittee, iu whom they can safely have 
every confidence; and that this Com- 
mittee have, after long deliberation, 
found themselves obliged to take 








step which offends a section of ‘the 
public, It isa misfortune that it, has 
this effect, but the Committee have no 
recourse if they find that the action 
they have taken is otherwise necessary ; 
and we cannot doubt for a momeut 
that they will be supported in what 


they have done by the general voice of © 


the ratepayers. ‘he view the Com- 
mittee take of the intention of the 
ratepayers in establishing the school is, 
we are convinced, the one that com- 
mends itself to all but a small section 
of the community, 
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THE FRENCH MAIL-PAPERS, 
(For THE WEEK ENDING THE 1brH oF JAN.) 





Tar appointment of Count Muravieff to 
succeed Prince Lobanoff was not such a 
surprise as it seemed to be at first, for a 
week before it was made public the St. 
Petersburg Srrospondaal of the Times 
announced its probability. The'fappoint- 
ment is discussed very fully in the Con- 
tinental Press, the French papers com: 
mending it, as is the rule just at present 
with any step taken by Russia, the Austrian 
Press being somewhat doubtful about it, 
but inclining to hopefulness, and the 

ierman Press deprecating the supposed 
anti-German proclivities of the new Minis- 
ter. His appointment is said to be due to 
the influence with the Czar of his Danish 
relatives, especially his mother, the Empress- 
Dowager of Russia, who is believed to have 
a rooted dislike of Germany in general and 
Prince Bismarck in_particular, 
on the 12th ult. the Vienna correspondent 
of the Times says :— 


The'news of Count Muraviei’s appoint- 
ment as Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
is perhaps calculated to produce a less favour- 
able impression in Berlin than’ in Vienna. 
Somehow the idea has got abroad that ho has 
little sympathy for Germany. Indeed when 
first his name was mentioned in connection 
3 1is present appointment it was thought 
impossible that he could really be selected 
for the post. As a matter of fact, however, 
he has had little opportunity at Copenhagen 
of taking a very active part in diplomatic 
affairs, His task has been in a great measure 
confined to acting as intermediary for family 
matters between the two closely related 
Courts. All that is known of him in any 
way to his disadvantage is that ho lacks 
the calm and self-possession which are 
so necessary for the Foreign Minister 
of any Great Power. Fortunately, that 
quality is possessed in an eminent degree 
by the Emperor Nicholas himself, which 
affords ample guaranteo to the other Powers 
that Russia's foreign policy will not be 
influenced to any material extent by the 
individual temperament of the new Minister. 
It would, therefore, be difficult to see‘any 
reason why Count Muravieff's appointment 
should give dissatisfaction here. . It. might 
have been difforent had the post been en- 
trasted to M. de Nelidoff, as at ono timo 
seemed not unlikely. It is no secret that: the 
policy carried out by M. de Nelidoff in. Con- 
Stantinople was never viewed with favour in 
‘Vienna—a circumstance whieh, i 

revented bim from bein, 
b to the Austro-Hungarian Court, It 
is not impossible that the same reasons had 
something to do with his not being called to 
the vacant post of Foreign Minister. If that 
be, the ‘ase, it would tend to show that the 
susceptil of Austria-Hungary are treat- 
ed with due consideration in St. Petersburg. 

Count Muravieff will, of course, not have 
unlimited control over ‘the direction of Rus- 
sia’ foreign, policy, any more. than his pre- 
docessors. belongs to the Emperor 
alone. But some influence he certainly will 
have, and it seems to be expected that it 
will hot be exercised with the view of the 
promoting closer relations. between Russia. 
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and Germany. Yet it may be well to bear: 
mind that the late Prince Lobanoff, on tal ing 
office in St. Petersburg, singularly modifies 
the opinions generally attributed to him 
while he represented his country abroad. 
‘The case is not a very unusual one, and an 
equally striking instance of recent date might 
be mentioned had not the diplomatist in 
uestion now sought the seclusion of private 
life. Count’ Muravieff is said by those who 
know him here to be an affable and accom- 
plished gentleman, not likely in personal 
intercourse to give umbrage to any one. The 
robabilities are that, krowing himself that 
fe is given credit for eutertaining no great 
‘sympathy for the Germans, he will studiously 
avoid everything calculated to cause friction 
with Berlin—at all events so long as that is 
consistent with the course of Russia's foreign 
policy. 

While in a leading article the Times 
itself says : 

On the whole it does not seem probable 
that the appointment of the new Minister 
will exercise any very marked influence on 
Russian’ policy for a considerable time to 
come. Influence to a certain degree it must 
have, of course, but it is far from likely that 
Count .Muravieff will suddenly become a 

wer in the affairs of Europe. By a lon; 
Erdition, dating back at least to the days of 
Alexander I, the-Emperor of Russia in ordin- 
ary times and conditions is in reality his own 
Foreign Minister, or, at least the framer of his 
own foreign policy. Statesmen of wide ex- 
perience and proved ability like Count Nessel- 
rode under Nicholas I, and Prince Gort- 
chakoff under Alexander II, naturally come 
in time to have great authority in the counsels. 
to their masters; but, as the instances of 
‘both of them show, even such men are at all 
times liable to have their most cherished 
designs modified and overruled by the Czar. 
It is not to be anticipated that the reigning 
Emperor will in this respoct depart from the 
practice of his House. On his accession he 
‘was a very young man with little knowledge 
of public affairs. Ho was obliged to rely 
upon somebody, and after consideration 
and mnch hesitation he proved his sagacit, 
by giving bis confidence to Price Lobanoff. 
But since the appointment of Prince Lobanoff 
the Emperor has had time and opportunity 
to learn much, and even if Count Muravieif 
could pretend to the rich experience of 
predecessor, it by no means follows that 
is advice would be adopted with docility 
by his master. In fact Count Muravieif 

himself had no acquaintanee in any 
position of the highest sibility with the 
great affairs of the world. It is he, and not 
the Emperor, who will require to be initiated 
into the mysteries of State. In these con- 
ditions Nicholas II is tolerably certain to 
keep his own hand on the helm and to steer 
the course he has laid down for himself. It 
is, as the Neue Freie Presse remarks, a course 
hich makes unquestionably for peace. It 
ims at the maintenance of the new relations 
with France, but without in any way com- 
promising those between Russia and the 
other Great Powers. 

‘The following translation from theJournal, 
des Débats shows the view taken of the 
appointment by the French Press :— 

‘The choice of Count Muravieff cannot but 
prove ble to those who have at heart 
the continuance of tho understanding between 
France and Russia, During his tenure of 
office we may rest assured that the views of 
Alexander will continue to prevail, and 
‘the sourness with which the possibility of his 
appointment has been received by the German 

‘ress is not likely to have been unacceptable 
at St. Petersburg. The German papers had 
acensed the Count of Germanophobia and of 
Panslavist tendencies. But we know what 
these terms mean across the Rhine. The con- 
clusion to be come to is that the new Minister's 

litical views are exactly similar to those of 
Rie Sovereign, and that the policy he will have 
to carry out will be precisely that pursued by 
Prince Lobanoff. The new Minister is con- 
‘spicuous for the energy, which is traditional 
in his family, and that quality will be of 
great service to him. 

The Overland Mail, to which we often 
turn for sound writing on political questions 
connected with Asia, has a good leading 
article on ‘ What are we doing or undoing in 
the Far East?” The Overland Mait is not one 

































of those invertebrate journals that are con- | oppose 


tent to fill their bellies with the East wind 
of Russian denials and the contentions of 
sciolists that a Convention must be a bogus 
document because its terms do not agree 
with their preconceptions, and it points 
out that the Government must be asked in 
Parliament ‘‘as to the actual terms of the 
understanding which, there is no room to 
doubt, has been cousummated by the Rus- 
sian Government with that of Peking, and 
the steps which have been taken or are in 
contemplation, in view of the exceedingly 
menacing character of the new arrange- 
ment to Chinese independence and to 
British chiefly among other interests, for 
peaarente those interests and maintain- 
ing a just balance of power in the Far East.” 
We have not space to quote the whole of 
the article, in which the writer refers to 
the swarms of agents and the boundless 
resources which Muscovite diplomacy has 
behind it to assist its intrigues, and he 
goes on to say :— 

‘They are as freely employed at Peking as 
in Constantinople, of &t Teheran. Moreoter, 
for her campaign in China the entente with 
France has opened to Russia the pockets of 
a very wealthy nation and placed at her 
dis funds with which she has been 
enabled to bring the Government at Peking 
under obligations to her which gavo her an 
immense influence and facilitated the intrigues 
which have culminated in the Cassini Conven- 
tion, which promises to place the entire North 
of China and its capital within the power of 
Russia. 

It is impossible for Englishmen who realise 
the prodigious advantages which Russia has 
so rapidly secured over China in the interval 
which has clapsed since the Chino-Japanese 
wat not to feel alarm. ‘They can measure 
for themselves how far Russia has ad- 
vanced to what was but a short time ago 
8 dim and distant horizon of her hopes 
by comparing tho situation sketched out by 
0 keen and comprehensive an observer as 
Mr. Curzon in his monumental work, and the 
exact position to-day, and they may well ask 
the Government of the Queen’ to say what it 
has done and is doing to check tho arrogant’ 
stride of the giant Power which seems boot 
on establishing « supremacy over the bett 
portion of the Far East and in the Western 
raters of the Pacific, Ite time thatthe people 
of this country should be informed whether 
our Government has any definite policy in the 
Far East and what it is. It looks too much 
as if, while attention is being concentrated 
upon questions of secondary importance 
{to us) in Eastern Europo and Asia Minor, wo 
were suffering incalculable injury to vital 
interests in the Far East to pass uachecked, 

‘There was general rejoicing in the English 
and American Press over the signature of 
the Arbitration Treaty between Great 
Britain and the United States, and the 
Continental Press was generally sympathe- 
tic. There were, however, even then some 
doubts as to the course the U.S. Senate 
might take, that body which was once the 
strength and is now the weakness of the 
‘American government being likely, it was 
feared, to upset the treaty for the petty 
satisfaction of spiting President Cleveland 
and Mr. Olney. Mr. Smalley writes to 
tho Times on the 10th of January 

‘What the Senate will do with this treaty is 
matter of pure conjecture. It may, however, 
bo said that the present is a more favourable 
time for considering eny measure of amity 
than would have been the earlier weeks of the 
Session. Jingoism is, for the moment, under 
acloud. ‘The jingo blunderbuss which Sena- 
tor Cameron and his warlike colleagues aimed 
‘at Spain has missed fire. Senators Comeron, 
‘Mills, Morgan, Chandler, Call, and the rest 
seem aware that they have brought ridicule 
upon themeelves by their repeated demonstra- 
tions of belligerency and their repeated re- 
treats. The country very distinctly declined 
to support them in their last adventure. 
They have been almost silent since the Session 
was resumed, Senator Mills has offered one 
more resolution, which has fallen flat. Sens- 
tor Sherman, the venerable chairman of the 
‘Committee on Foreign Relations, has under- 
gens .one more conversion. He supported the 

retolution, but now svows himself 











j ments Senators 








having discovered the country 
opposed to it and to all this futile jingo 
agitation to which from time to time he has 
lent himself, There is a probability that the 
remainder of the Session may pass in compara- 
tive tranquillity. 
This may seem to bear but indirectly on 
the ratification of the arbitration treaty. but 
it does affect it closely. ‘The vote of the 
Senate is likely to be determined by other . 
influences than thé technical merits of the 
treaty. Arbitration, like Mesopotamia, is @ 
blessed wor! It is popolar in itself. ‘There 
is probably no great enthusiasm for it, nor 
sny very accurate knowledge of the question 
among its extremest partisans, but sentiment: 
enough in favour of such n’ treaty to win 
approval for a vote of ratification. Nor is 
sentiment unknown in the Senate itself. ‘There 
sre, on the other. hand, many political argu- 
ments against approval and to political argu- 
ave open minds. Animosity 
to President Cleveland may affect the fate of 
a treaty supposed to bring him credit. There 
are other reasons, but if there were none the 
action of the Senate would still be difficult to 
foresee. 














‘The following extract from the cor- 
respondence of the Manchester Guardian 
shows how implicitly the lying telegram 
about Miss Jacobs confession mas believed 
at home :— 


Tho exsitement cued amongst old 
“Easterns” in London by the Yokohama 
soning case surpasses anything I havo ever 

Enow. fo the Oriental Club, the Thatched 
‘House, and the numerous resorts in the Cit; 
of men connected with the Far Kast, tho tall 
has all been of the Carew caso for weeks 
past. The man who was poisoned and tho 
poor wife whose innocence of the murder 
Feoms now to have been made manfest hed 
lived for some time in the Straits Settle- 
ments, he being inthe publi service; and 
subsequently he became secretary of the lead. 
ing club in Yokohama, a position of a very 
Public character. No such crime as that 
now under investigation has been committed 
in any foreign settlement in the East for 
forty ‘years, ‘The confession of the gover 
ness was wholly unexpected by thoss who 
had followed the case so far. A statement 
made by her before Mr. Carew’s death 
had excited the medical attendant’s suspic- 
ions, and led him to remove the  pationt 
from the house to a hospitel, though too 
late to save his life. Her statements as to 
the purchase by her of arsenio at, Mro, 
Carew's request at a native druggist’s and 
certain letters from a thitd party “which she 
had taken from Mrs, Carew's waste-paper 
basket and pieced together, were the strong- 
est pect of evidence against Mrs. Carew. 
Lastly, the letters of the mysterious “* Annio 
Luke,” who it was suggested had former; 
had relations with Mr. Carew in England, ‘and 
had gone ont to Yokohama on purpose to kill 
him and then herself, made the caso look 
worse for the poor lady, who was supposed to 
have written them herself in a melodramatic 
attempt to got rid of the blame; whereas the 
joverness now confesses having written them, 

ft has been pointed out to mo that the sum- 
ming-op at the inquest of the very able coasul 
who acted as cotoner pointed clearly toa 
verdict of murder against Mrs. Carew ; ‘while 
atthe end of the magisteriel investigation 
the caso against her looked so bad that bail 
was refused, and the refusal was upheld by 
the judge. to whom an appeal wos mado, 
although she had during the hes ng been. | 
‘Allowed out on heavy eecurily. Among 
«« Easterns” in London those who knew Mrs. 
Caraw and Ser Masbind could not be per 
suaded, in spite of appearances, that abe was 
Guilty; Bot oo far an Ihave been abie to 
Sscertain, general feeling in tho East and in 
London was inst her, and her own unfor-. 
tunate action in endeavouring to secrete in 
court one of the letters stolon from her waste- 
paper basket told heavily egainst her. Tho 
Amazing turn things have taken by the con- 
fesion of tho witnea whose exidence origin. 
ally fastened the charge on the wife is fre- 
‘quent enough on the slage in melodrama or in 
sensational novels, but no great criminal trial 
in recent years in this country has had auch 
a dénowement, 


‘The following is the Money Market note 
in the Beonomist of the 9th ult, — 
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"Tho opinion we expressed last. week that 
the rates for money, which had then fallen 
sharply, would soon begin to creep up again 
has been. quickly verified, the quotation for 
dest. three months’ bills’ having risen to a 
minitnuin of 34 per cent, and the tendency 
Doing still upwards. The market has been 
ropsying the loans it obtained from the Bank 
‘af the ond of the year, and when it has fully 
done s0, and the short bills it then discounted 
mature, as they will do in the course of this 
month, the outside supplies are not likely to 
be found superabundant, especially as the 
collection of the assessed taxes will now be 
sweeping money into the Bank. The casier 
tendency of the Berlin money market is, of 
couree, & favourable feature, but although the 
demand for gold from that quarter has fallen 
of, the metal is still being talcen for shipment 
tothe East. It looks at present, therefore, 
as if rates would rise to a shghtly higher level, 
and remain there. But the possibility of gold 
beginning to flow to thisside from the United 
States has still to be kept in view, as in that 
case the aspect of our market would quickly 
change. 

‘The Economist's first leading article is on 
“The Position in South Africa.” Without 
wishing to be hard on Mr. Rhodes, the 
Eccnomvist shows what vainglorious person 
he is, and how mischievous and unwarrant- 
able'sre the stories he has been telling 
of what he has done for South Africa. 
“Jf the Imperial authorities had not pi 
viously sent out the Bechyanaland Exped 
tion under Sir Charles Warren, had not 
brought very strong pressure to bear upon 
Portugal, aud had not in many other ways 
smoothed the path of the Chartered Com- 
pony, Mr. Rhodes could never have suc- 
ceeded in his task. Yet of these facts 
we seldom hear a word from Mr. Rhodes. 
One would indeed imagine from his speeches, 
that his achievements had all been carried 
out in the teeth of a bitter oppesition 
offered by the ‘unctuous rectitude’ of his 
countrymen.” What Mr. Rhodes—whose 
career is really a proof of the value of self- 
advertisement—has done of late, has been 
to seriously re-embitter political feeling in 
South Africa, though there is no necessary 
antagonism hetween the people of Dutch 
and of British extraction :— 


Tt is, no doubt, unfortunate, in viow of what 
wo 
South African debate, that the most thorny 
questions will have to be thrashed out here 
before the Select Committec. That, however 
is unavoidable. It isa subject for regret t! 
they have to be reopened, but it would be 
worse to leave them untouched. We granted 
to Mr. Rhodes and bis company enormous 
powers for good or evil in a portion of South 
‘Africa, and it is absolutely necessary under 
the circumstances that we should require at 
his hands a strict account of his stewardship. 
‘That enquiry, however, cannotreally prejudice 
the situation at the Cape. On the contrary, 
the thoroughness and impartiality with which 
we have a right to assume it conducted 
cannot but tend to reaseure the most impor- 
tant and most serious representatives of the 
two races in South Africa, 


Tn its next article, on ‘‘ The Taxation of 
Ireland,” the Economist shows that, “both 
ts rogards the taxable capacity of Ireland, 
and the proportion which her contribution 
bears to tho total revenue, the agitation 
rests upon a false basis.”” In tho next 
article, on ‘Ireland as a separate Entity,” 
it is shown that the Green Isle ofthe Sasi 
not subject to any greater inequality than 
cxists in England and Scotland : a 

‘The separate entity theory, even if it were 
admitted, would not lead ‘support to the 
alleged Irish grievance, “But the utter ab- 
surdity of the theory is evident to anyone 
who cares to look.” The contention of its 

tera is that we have no right to con- 
sider from what sources the revenue of 
Ireland is derived. Thct she epends far 
more relatively to her means upon spirits 
and other luxuries than the other divisions 
of the Kingdom is, they maintain, no coucera 
of ours; As Mr. Childers put it in his Report, 
the claim is that ‘for practical 4 
and looking at the matter not from the point 
of view of the motal reformer, but from that 






































of the statesman, who has to consider the 
incidence of taxation, the things upon which 
‘the poorer classes do, as a matter of fact, 
spend their income, must be taken to be, 
under. existing circumstances, their necessaries 
of existence.” Suppose, then, that from 
to-morrow the people of Ireland were to 
begin to double their consumption of spirits 
and, instead of contributing £2,000,000 a yeat 
to the yield of the spint duties, were to 
contribute £4,000,000? The supporters of 
the separate entity theory maintain that this 
would justify Ireland in demanding =, con- 
tribution of another £2,000,000 a year from 
the Imperial Treasury... "The people of 
Ireland, are, they hold, justified in ranning up 
their drink’ bill to any extent they choose, 
and in calling upon the people of Great Britain 
to pay it for them. That is the separate entity 
theory in its nakedness. Can it be said to be a 
theory that Parliament ought to accept, and 
to which our fiscal arrangements ought to be 
made to conform: 


The Economist Monthly Trade Supple- 
ment opens with the following satisfactory 
paragraph. It is very hard on the bime- 
tallists that facts continue to contradict 
their lamentations over the decline of 
British commerce :— 

With regard to our foreign trade, the year 
hhas come to a satisfactory conclusion, the re- 
turns for December showing a large increase 
in both imports and exporte. For the whole 
year the imports reach the lai re of 
+£441,807,000, as compared with £416,690, 
in 1895," the increase of £25,117,000_ bein, 
equal to just 6 per cent. ‘The exports of 
British products were valued at £239,022,000, 
the total for 1895 having been £225,890,000, 
and there was thus an increase of £14, 032,000, 
or 62 per cent. These figures, in conjunction 
with the evidence afforded by the railway 
traffic returns, the totals of bankers’ clearings 
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in London and the provinces, the production 
of pig-iron, and the statistics of consumption 
in the various branches of industry, go to 
prove that the past year has been a eatisfac- 
tory one in regard to British trade, both 
internally and extervally. 

Tho Saturday Review hss the following 
note on the appointment of Count Muravieff 
as successor to Prince Lobanoff :-— 

It is the dark horse that has won in St. 
the new Rus- 
5 Was never 
connection with the appointment, 
and nothing striking. is recorded of his work 

previous posts ; but. in Berlin, where he 
had acted for a considerable time as First 
Secretary to the Embassy, the news of his 
promotion from Copenhagen was greeted by a 
depression on the Bourse. It is not suggested 
that the new Foreign Minister is personally 
distinguished by hostility to Germany or the 
Triple Alliance; but his choice is recognised 
as a further sign of the predominance in the 
Czar’s councils of the Dowager-Empress, who 
hates and distrusts Germany with the inten- 
sity of a highly emotional woman who has a 
Jong memory.” The Danish Royal Family 
have never forgotten the high-handed brutali- 
ty with which Prussia treated the little 
Kingdom in 1864, and the fable of the mouse 
‘and the lion is often spoken of in. Copenbagen 
with a reversed application. Berlin knows 
this well, and so the news is unwelcome ; but 
it creates elation in Paris and a curjously 
mixed fecling of relief and uneasiness in 
Vienna. As for England, we have no causo 
for much emotion either way, except that tho 
Danish Court may be better able to exert its 
influence in the direction of the much-desired 
understanding between Downing Street and 
St. Petersbarg. : 

‘The following ‘note has a little humour in 
it:— 

The St. Jomes’s Gazette in its article this 
week on ‘ Jews as Soldiers” should have told 
the story of the German Israelite’s capture of 
3 French Eagle in the Franco-Prussian War, 
One of the Rothschilds. anxious to wipe out 
the stigma of cautious. peacefulness under 
which his race labours, gave notice that he 
would present a handsome sum of money to 
eny Hebrew soldier in the German army who 
might capture a French flag. Such s capture 
was made, and in due course the Jewish 
warrior came up for the promised reward. 
After he had received it, the delighted donor 


















invited. the recipient into his private room,. 





and begged him to recount the glorious episode. 
“Well, my Lord, it was"in this way,” said 
the hero; “the French soldier who carried 
the Eagle was also one of the Race, so wo’ did 
it on joint account.” 

In its first leading article, on ‘Tho 
Work of the Session,” the Saturday does 
not speak very hopefully of the prospects 
of the Government. In its second, on 
“Treland’s Burden,” it takes up the cause 
of the new Irish agitation, the concluding 
paragraph being :— 

A jeer at tho whisky-drinking nation will 
not settle the question. Tho strongest and 
ablest opponent of the Majority Report of 
the Financial Relations Commission, Sir D. 
Barbour, admits that Ireland has a grievance, 
that her complaint is justified. We must 
find a remedy other than Separation, and our 
first move should be to’adopt the advice of 
Lord Randolph Churchill and_* sweep away 
Dublin Castle,” that hotbed of extravagance 
and misgovernment. We should. al 
to Ireland a large measure of local sel 
government and the control of her local ex: 
penditure. ‘There is always extravagance 
when other people's money is spent : let us 
see how the Irish can manage their own ex- 
penditure. We do not claim for Ireland .any 
remissions, doles, or grants; we claim for 
her the right to administer her own expenses 
and to benefit by the savings she may effect, 
Let her reduce that overpaid and underwork- 
ed force, the Constabulary ; relieve: her of 
that enormous and useless’ garrison ; let her 
learn economy from experience. A just solu- 
tien of the present unjust condition of things 
would soon pacify Ireland, and ‘Hibernia 
pacata” would not need more than a garrison 
f 6,000 police and 3,000 regulars, England 
could make use of the 25,000 men that would 
then be at her disposal, 


There is a very good article by Bornard 
Shaw on Marie’ Corelli’s ridiculous play, 
The Sorrows of Satan, 

‘The following note frou the Spectator 
will interest catholic-minded people :— 

‘The Daily Chronicle of Thursday gives a 
very interesting account of General Booth’s 
cali on Mr. Gladstone at Hawarden Castle on 
the shortest day of last year. Very naturally 
and inevitably the General seems to havo been 
much fascinated by his host, who was. as 
genial, keen, and sympathetic with the head 
of the Salvation Army as he would have been 
with one of his own citcle of friends. Mr. 
Gladstone elicited that the various lieutenants 
of General Booth sent abroad every yoar from 
this country number. botwoen two and three 
hundred, that the total annual income of the 
whole Army is over a million sterling, and 
that the head of the Army is to nominate his 
successor. ‘There is also a scheme under con- 
sideration, not yet fully, matured, for rectifying 
any omission on the part of the General of the 
Army to make his nomination, Mr. Glad- 
stone seemed, perhaps, a trifle shocked that 
there was no provision for tho election of the 
head of the Army by any semi-constitutional 

sven a Pope, as Mr. Gladstone re- 
elected by the College of Cardinals. 
Other points of interest were,—tho admission 
that Roman Catholics often come to tho 
penitent-forms of the Army, and yet go 
regularly to Confession, a reminiscence of 
General Booth’s that the late Cardinal Manning 
had once professed his full. belief that: the 
Spirit of God was with the Salvation Army, 
and the’ finals expression of General. Booth’s 
own belief (not communicated, of course, to 
‘Mr. Gladstone) that tho latter is a greabtalker, 
and.that he “‘ ought ” to-talk, because he soon 
‘wins his way to the very heart, of ject; 
and lights it up with happy: and. vivifying 
expressions. ’ 

The Spectator’s first leading article, on 
“M. de Nelidof's Note,” deals with’ the 
fact, well-known but shouted out too loud- 
ly, that the policy of nearly all the Powers 
is'ruled by the financiers. The moment 
the financiers got alarmed about Turkey, 
the Powers, which. had previously been 
unable to agree on any concerted action, 
came together and sent the Russian Am- 
bassador into'the Porte with a Note which 
Abdul did not dare to disregard. ‘Then, 
“if the Powers to protect a: money pay- 
ment can coerce the Sultan so.easi . 
ly they. could: algo. have: coerced, 
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protect a nation from: extirpation. Sup: 
pose the Sultan had been told that mas- 
‘sacre would be as ‘fatal’ as theft?” ‘There 
are good articles on “The Command before 
Khartoum,” which it appears is to be taken 
away from Sit H. Kitchener; on ‘“Duelling 
in Germany,” which the German Emperor 
seems to be making something of an effort 
to discourage ; and on the South African 
problem. ‘There is an’ interesting small- 
type article On the Anti-Poetical,” and 
there are numerous Animal-stories, glorify. 
ing horses, a goose, a raven, and several 
dogs. 

‘Tenniel’s cartoon in Punch deals with 
Lord Geo. Hamilton's ‘Second Thoughts.” 
‘he following note will interest people in 
China 

+ “CA Diprostatist WH0 DOES NOT BRLIE HIS 
sursane.—Mr. Nelthorpe Beauclerk, our 
new Consul-General at Buda-Pesth, speaks 
Chinese, Russian, French, German, Ttalian, 
Danish, Spanish, with other languages. 
A beau clere, indeed 1” 











@utports. 


ee 


CHINANFU. 


(nox, oUk OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
fab eilistasears 


‘THE WAVE OF PROGRESS AND THE OBSTINATE 
‘GOVERNOR. 

‘The wave of progress seems at Inst about 
to strike Chinanfu in the shape of a school or 
college for the study of English and foreign 
sciences, Thedecreeofthe Kmperor ordering 
the establishment of such schools in all the 

rovincial capitals came down to Chinanfa 
In'duo course, but Governor Li replied to 
Peking that there were nonw here desirous 
of undertaking such studies. Word how- 
ever came back from the high authorities 
«that he should inany event start such a 
school’ and doubtless - applicants for its 
privileges would appear-in due time. A 
second time the Governor objected that 
there was no suitable place available ex- 
cept the Chang Kung Ssii,-s temple lately 
erected in honour of a recent Governor, 
Chang Yao, or the Yen Kung Ssii, another 
temple in memory of a Governor of twenty 
or thirty years ago. Again word came 
back from the north telling him to prepare 
the Yen Kung Ssii for the use of the 
school, But Governor Li sent back word 
@ third timo that there were no funds 
available for such an enterprise, hoping 
no doubt that he would be” able 
to delay or possibly frustrate the whole 
scheme. 
. ‘tHe’ SCHOOL ‘To BE-STARTED. 


Tho Peking. government howevor has 
insisted that a beginning shall bo made 
and told our Governor to use half the 
money usually appropriated for tho ent 
cottragement of Confucian learning by the 
giving of money’ prizes to needy’ scholars 
for meritorious essays, and by: furnishing 
out-of-town graduates with living quarters, 
for the support of the new school of West 
ern learning. ‘The Governor has accord- 
ingly placed the initiation of the scheme 
in the hands of the Kuang Yén Shou Ohi, 
a benevolent society in the city composed of 
very influential men. This is the samo 
society which for so many. years was so 
strongly opposed to the American Mission 
Securing ‘a foothold in the East subarb. 

THE MISSIONARIES APPEALED TO. 

‘They are now, however, making overtures 
to this sane Mission for help in starting 
this new school, in the way of giving them 
some ides of its probable cost ani helping 
them to.secure men to carry it.on. It is 

_ to be devoutly hoped that this is the be- 
ginning of better things for Chinanfu, a 
city which hasbeen notorious for ‘its 
contempt for foreigners. 

: OUR WEATHER 

+ this: winter ‘has ‘been’ wretched, ‘much of 

.ghe-time--cloudy, - stormy,’ and’ uniisually’ 











cold. ‘The ground has been covered with 
snow for five. weeks and as it has alter- 
nately*frozen. and thawed the roads 
have been simply abominable, delaying 
very much our communication by courier 
with Chefoo. To-night a strong south 
wind is blowing which we hope will speedi- 
ly-melt the snow and give the ground a 
chance to dry out. 
26th January. 





CHINGCHOUFU—SHANTUNG. 


(Fa0M OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
pebdiihreman 


‘THE EXAMINATIONS 
have passed off very much as before. One 
of the questions put to the candidates re- 
ferred to eclipses and none were able to 
answer or even understand it, so the dark- 
ness surrounding us hore is still very dense. 

A HEAVY PALL OF SNOW 
has greatly hindered traffic. -It is heavier 
than has been known: for years and whilo 
farmors smile travellers don’t quite appre- 
ciate the joke, ayelelly when you find it 
takes about four hours to do eight miles’ 
travelling, for the most part on the “great 
road” as it iscalled. ‘The peoplo are gene- 
rally speaking apparently contented and 
settled, though reports reach us of the 
usual winter crop of 

ROBBERIES WITH VIOLENCE 
on the main roads, indicating weak central 
government andchronic distressand poverty 
amongst the people, which the stress of 
winter brings to a head. 
. THE'CRINESE NEW YEAR 

is upon us and the usual inconvenience of 
all work stopped fora fortnight more or less 
is felt by all. When the Chinese, among 
other improvements, adopt the general 
observance of the Christian Sabbath, this 
annual fortuight’s holiday will not be so 
necessary and could be arranged for in 
detail, and not in the lump as at present. 
We have not yet heard in these interior 
parts whother the powers that, be have 
agreed as to the necessity for the 

PARTITION OF TURKEY, 
but some of us managed todo our share 
in that direction on a smaller scale in anti- 
cipation of the 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
which is tiow well nigh over its frst month 
from a foreign point of view, while Chins 
still lags behind in hor usual leisurely way. 
26th January. 








CHINKIANG. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
—_+—_—— 


WEDDING BELLS. 


Ohinkiang, on the 16th of February, wit- 
nessed avery pleasing ceremony in the 
marriage of Mise Ferriman, of Yangchow, 
and Mr, Orr-Ewing, of Kiukiang. Both 
are members of the O.I.M. and have been 
in Ohins for some years. Interest 
added to this marriage on account of 
bride and: bridegroom being #0 wel 
known. Miss Ferriman has for sight years 
rendered raluable sssistance in the Train- 
ing Home belonging to the Mission at 
Yangohow, and Mr. Orr-Ewing - h 
several years ably performed the de 
Superintendent of the province of Kiangsi.. 

‘The marriage ceremony was performed 
by the British Consul, after which the 
bridal party returned to the O.L:M. Hon 
where they were received by Dr. and 
Mrs. Anderson and other friends. Here 
the Rev. Wm. Cooper, Assistant Deputy 
Director of the China Inland _ ission, 
held « short and impressive service com- 
mending the bride and bridegroom to God 
in prayer for much blessing on their future 
service. “ 

Afterwards followed the wedding break- 
fast which was very tastefally arranged 










































in the dining-room, the walla of which were 
hung with beautiful silk scrolls, - bearing 
kind congratulations and good wishes from 
native Ohristians in Kiangsi and Yangchow. 
Shortly after the breakfast Mr. and Stra, 
Orr-Ewing left by way of the Grand Cxtial 
for Shanghai, accompanied by the hearty 
wlahes of their friends for God’s richest 
blessing on their union. 


‘7th February. 








CHUNGEING. 


(eos ovR OWN ‘CORRESPONDEST.) 
poate era) 
VISITORS. 


‘There is nothing of importance stirring 
here at present save that tho vatives are 
‘busy preparing ‘for the New Year. 
Blackburn Commission have already 
nd Mr. Gribble, of the Standard 
Oil Company, has arrived after a very 
quick passage West. He and Mr. Hanbury 
together occupy rooms in the well-known 
Jén Yu Tien, Bae their present intention is 
to return to the const a few days before the 
turn of the native year. It is alao said that 
of the four gentlemen deputed to join the 
Customs’ staff in Chungking, one has safely 
reached his destination. jis name has 
not yet transpired to the writer. 
‘THE NEW RAPID. " 
It appears to be actually true that ‘IIs, 
,000 have been appropriated by the 
authorities, for the purpose of’ blowing 
away the obstructions which go to form 
the new and dangerous rapid at Pant 
As I wrote some weeks ago, this sum 
be refunded to the Provincial ‘Treasury 
from a special tax of 20, cash per package 
which has’ been levied upon all osrgo 
coming West. A very accurate sketch of 
the new rapid and i's surroundings was 
inade by a gentleman attached pro, fem.’to 
the Blackburn Mission, and in course of 
time this carefully executed map will be 
given to the public. The present writer 
has'seen a rough draft of the drawing, and 
is able to say that somo very vigorous and 
prompt action will, of necessity, have to 
taken by the authorities to prevent ths 
pid from becoming 4 
increasing source of dun; 
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this new rapid exists, it will be next to 

impossible to bring ateamers to Chungking. 
‘THE OFFICIAL WORLD. 

Our acting Taotai has, not yet returned 
from the capital whither he went, it will 
be remembered, to assist the Viceroy in 
his interview with the indefatigable Bf. 
Haas. A rumour is abroad—how much 
truth there is in it, it would ba difficult to 
say—that the new Tuotai, who owes his 
appointment to Peking influences, has 
arrived at the capital, and has been ordered 
by the Viceroy to fill tentatively the office of 
Provincial Judge, owing to the promotion 
of the former official to be Provincial 
Treasurer. The former Fantai, H.E. 
Wang, has returned to Peking and the 
current story is that he and the Governor- 
General were so much at loggerheads that 
for both to remain in high office in the 
game place was sheer impossibility. 
Wang has no very good reputation here 
whatever he may have elsewhe 
spoken of as a man utterly selfish 
callous. One gentleman in describing hita, 
said that he was “ both: blind and deaf to 
all-important matters,” and according to 
the testimony of certain missionaries who 
passed through the late troubles at the 
capital, this description of -his character 
would seem tr he on the whole accurate. 
Meanwhile, it is further rumoured that 
owing to the uew Taotai having been 
promoted, the acting Ohungking Tsotsi, 
who'was about to take permanent leave of 
the place; will be retained here for some 
time longer. He is said to be ia high 
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favour with the Viceroy who regarde him j 


warm friend. 
“a8 AMUSING MATRIMONIAL INCIDENT 


a 





“ occurred here the other day which may be 


_ the clei 


» neighbourhood. 


worth repeating. A young fellow, accord- 
ing to the atory, was due to be married on 
= certain lucky date, bet his business 
having taken him away just before the 
‘erent, he found it impossible to get back 
in time. He wrote to his parents begging 
them to get the ceremony postponed. 
Fo this suggestion many cbjections were 
raised by rel and friends and in- 
vited guesta, and a strong despatch was 
forthwith prepared, peremptorily command- 
ing his attendance on the original date. 
in the bridegroom pleaded business 
claims, and eaid that he really could not 
coms, whereupon the incensed father 
atrnightway took his departure for regions 
unknown, leaving the mother to do as she 
liked in the matter. ‘The latter seems to 
bea woman of original ideas, and Gnding 
herself thus left alone, resolved, for the 
honour of the family, to resort to strategy. 
Giving it out that the b-idegroom had 
actually returned, but would not be 
visible until the date of the marrivge, 
rly dressed in male att 
ughter, who, by tl 
ear & strong fe 
brother, and ma 






































the deception 
ied or discovered, the Hymrneal 
ty in raid! to have broken up in fits of 
laughter, and in praise of the mother whore 
geniue evolved a» satisfactory « method of 
overcoming @ serious domeatic difficulty, 
‘The marriage will, it is axid held good and, 
nolens volons, the sun ianow regarded by bis 
family and friends ae a married man, 


‘THE MISSIONARY COMMUSTFY 
fe looking forward to the usual seri 
New Year united services. city will, 
as formerly, be divided into districts, and 
vigorous evangel N be  per- 
formed on the streets by the foreign mis- 
aie and thelr native friends, There 
is every reason to believe that solid pro- 
gross is being made by Christianity in the 
One great and aad 
obstacle to the inerense of church members 
is tho: wide prevalence of opium smoking. 
In Chungking not much less than seventy 
per cons of the population must be 
eddloted to th ) from which even 
many young children are not exempt. 
Protestant missionaries in this, as in 
other oentres, have always and righ'ly 
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req the smokers to give up the 
practica before receiving th the 
church, nd ss Jong as this wise and 
necessary rule holds good the actual re- 


gister of converts will grow but slowly. 
Our weather has of late been good, cold 
but dry with the usual fous and only an 
ocessional glimpse of the sun. 

23rd Jenuary. 





FORMOSA. 


(PROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) 
—— 
THE OPIUM DIPFICULTY 


has at Isst been disposed of, and the 
Opium Regulations have been published 
by order of the Governor-General. Mr. 
R. Hughes, of Kobe, representing Samuel 
Semuels & Co., who are to take over 
the opium importation exclusively, has 
strived to establish the business. It is 
hoped he will remain personally in charge,as 
nme difficulties wil! no doubt be encounter- 
e2 before the system is running smoothly, 
but under his skilful superintendence we 
should expect them to be reduced to a mini- 
mum. As this change will directly interest 
ao small number of merchants, [bare 
abtained » translation of the Regulations 
which Ygive entire, 








hy be 
| physicians, 


THE FORMOSA OPIUM REGULATIONS. 

Art. L—The term “opium” in these 
regulations refers to raw opium, prepared 
opium, and powdered opium. 

Art. IL—Prepared (refined) opium and 
powdered opium, are to be sold only by the 
Government. 

‘Any drugs containing opium to such an 
extent that the same ‘effvet as_ prepared 
opium is produced, the importation and 
manufacture of same is prohibited. Also 
to buy, sell, deliver, receive, or possess the 
same without having obtained a license is 
probibited, 

‘Art. TII.—Such persons as are recognised 
as having fallen into opium habits, will be 
allowed to buy and smoke refined opium, 
and to them will be issued permits. 

‘Art, IV.—Special permits will be 
granted to those who make application, to 
enter the following occupations. 

1.—Retailing refined opium. 

ie manufacture and sale of opium 
smoking apparatus, 

3.—Retailing of opium 
paraton. 

4. 








smoking ap- 





ablishing of opium smoking 
houses, 

The disposing of powdered opium 
at wholesale, which, however, is granted 
only to apothecaries, druggists, and 














Art. V.—Physi apothecaries, drug- 
gists, and pharmaccutists, alone are per- 
mitted to buy, sell, deliver, possess, or 
receive powdered opium without a license, 

Art. VI.—Those persons who have been 
granted the licenses (permits) as given in 
article TIL and article IV are to pay 
license fees, the amount of which will 
hereafter be determined and announced 
st the Office of the Guvernor-General, 

Ast. VIL.—Those persons who have been 
granted the license 10 buy and soke re- 
fined (prepared) opium, or those who have 
deen granted the license to establish opium 
smoking houses, can buy and possess 
opium smoking apparatus, 

Art. VIIL.—If those persons who have 
been granted the license of retailing refined 
opium, sell or transfer refined opium to 
those who do not hold the present license 
certificates for buying and smoking re- 
fined opium, they will be liable to im- 
prisonment with hard labour for a term 
not exceeding fifteen years, or a fine hot 
exceeding 5,000 yen. 

Art. IX.—IE ‘those persons who have 
been granted the license of establishing 
opium smoking houses, supply those who 
do not present license certificates for 
buying aud smoking refined opium at smok- 
ing houses, they will be lisble to imprison- 
ment with hard labour for a term not ex- 
ceeding eight years, or a fine not exceeding 
2,000 yen. 

Art. X.—If those persons who have been 
granted the license to retail or manufacture 
opium smoking utensils, sell or transfer 
such utensils to persons not furnished with 
license certificates for smoking the opium, 
or establishing opium smoking houses, they 
will be liable to imprisonment with hard 
labour for a term not exceeding eight 
years, or a fine not exceeding 2,000 yen. 

"Art. XL—Any person ‘without a license 
who shall import or manufacture raw 
opium, powdered opium, or drugs having 
the same effect as opium, will be liable to 
imprisonment with hard labour for a term 
not exceeding eleven years, or a fiue not 
excreding 3,000 yen. 

Any person without license who has 
Dought, sold, delivered, received, or pos- 
seases raw opium or drugs of like effect, 
will be liable to imprisonment with hard 
Ixbour for a term not exceeding four yeare, 
or a fine not exceeding 1,300 yen. 

Any person without ‘a license who is 
found disposing of powdered opium whole- 





























we has bought, sold, delivered, = 
seived, oF cs ioe, will 
fe lie tobeprisonaoat with herd labour 


for aterm not exceeding four years, or a 
fine not exceeding 1,300 yen. 

In the above three cases, the opium 
shall be forfeited, as well as any money 
received fur the sale of same. 

ADDITIONAL REGULATIONS. 


Art. XII.—For purposes of disposal of 
the prepared opium, and the powdered 
opium, as well as for the granting of 
licenses in accordance with ‘the above 
regulations, the island will be divided into 
districts, and these regulations put into 
practice in these districts in such order as 
will best suit the convenience of the 
Government. 

Art. XIIL.—Even though these regu- 
lations -have been published, but the 
licenses have not been granted i 
districts, the following regulation: 
be observed until the granting of licenses 
has been put into effect. 

1.—Those persons who are habitual 
opium smokers only, are allowed to pur- 
chase and possess the prepared opium, 
smoking apparatus, and to smoke opium. 

2.—Thoss persons who have hitherto 
been engaged in the manufacture, or retail 
of prepared opium or opium smoking ap- 
paratus, can continue in these ocoupations, 

3.—Those persons who have Bitherto 
been engaged in the occupation of keepers 
of opium smoking houses, can continue in 
this occupation and can also buy and 
possess opium smoking apparatus, 

4.—Those persons who have previously 
obtained raw opium, refined opium, or 
smoking apparatus, but not as dealer in 
these articles, can continue to possess them 
or sel] them to the dealers, 

Art. XIV.—In those districts 
granting of the license certifica 
le of refined und powdered opium by the 
Government has been put into effect, the 
opium and opium smoking apparatus held 
by any porsons without licenso certificates, 
shall bo transferred to the Government, 
and the Government will pay the holders 
‘ reasonable price for each article, if they 
Sen recognise! to’be of ealua: 

Those persous who do not transfer tho 
above-mentioned articles to the Govern- 
ment, and in violation of the above regula- 
tions, will be liable to imprisonment with 
hard labour for a term not exceeding one 
yexr, orafine not exceeding 350 yen, to- 
gether with the forfeiture of such opium or 
apparatus, or if the same has been sold to 
other parties, the sui received shall be 
forfeited. 

Taipehfo, 14th February. 
































LINCHINGCHOU, SHANTUNG- 
(rox oun OWN connesPoNDENT,) 





‘THE WINTER. 

If plenty of snow and cold weather aro 
necessary to make a winter, then the 
people over a{large section of country 
hereabouts are sure of the season. Snow 
fell last week on the 12th to the depth of 
6 or8 inches. The cold days which haye 
followed prevented its melting away, 
to the ir of the inhabitants. For ‘ig 
not the New Year (Chinese) drawing on, 
and there are countless debts to be collect- 
ed, to say nothing of goods to be sold, 
ete, The Chinaman is like a cat 
crossing a stream, when snow falls deep. 
He recognises that he has nothing to cover 
hie feet which will not soon be reduced to 
pulp by the moisture and he moans 
accordingly. 

THE GRAIN JUNES, 

A large proportion of the grain fleet got . 
frozen in by the cold snap in December. 
Hence they are still in the Canal this side 
of Tungch‘angfu. A good illustration of 
the need of railroads, if illustrations were 
needed. This reminds us that two or 
three years ago two mandarins, one: of 
them the official of this place, seriously 




















Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Fas. 26, 1897. 


The H.-C. therald and S. C. & C. Gazette. 


341 








proposed building a railrond from Tung- 
ch‘angfu to Téchou on the Wei river. 
‘They had made careful inquiries as to 
costs and profits, and estimated that the 
railrosd would pay for itself in three years 
oF a0, just to carry the tribute grain, 
KIDNAPPING CHILDREN 

in the counties of Wei aud Ch‘in to the 
west of us, in reported us of frequent ocour- 
renee, Kidnapping is frequently carried on 
for the purpose of securing b-ys to be sold 
to well-to-do people who adupt them into 
their families. Butin these counties there 
is a brisk business of the same kind in 
order 10 seoure redemption mon-y. The 
brigands do not stick at murder when 
necessary to cover thvir tracks. One 
man, the grandfather of a boy that 
was being carried away, was so unfoitunat» 
as to say that he recognised the child’s 
captor, when the Intter turned and killed 
him instantly. ‘The father of the lad was 
killed at the same time, 


28rd January. 


A STRANGE STORY. 


It may bo regarded as wn axiom that 
events are happening in this land every 
day, which could by no possibility oceur 
in any other, as witnoss the following. 

A few months ago the village of Chion- 
Chuang, fifteen miles from this city, was 
raided by brigands. Soon afterwards an 
official from Peking sent specially to aid 
the local mandarins succeeded in captur- 
ing several of the culprits, and they 
wore catried off to Tungch’angfu, tried, 
condemned, and beheaded. Inasmuch 
however as the crimes of these men had 
‘beon committed on territory under the 
jurisdiction of this city, one or more.of 
me ads were despatched to the official 
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THE LOST HEAD. 

One such head was put in charge of a 
yayi, who found it convenient to carefully 
wrap his charge in a cloth, so that it had 
the appearance of a bundle such as the 
natives are wont to carry. ig at a 
village where there was an inn, he deposit- 
bundle” outside, and went in for 
refreshmenta, But, alas, whea he came 
‘out he discovered that his ‘* bundle” had 
disnppeated. Whether the “head” hid 
taken to itself legs, or whether it had 
grown wings and flown away,—it was all the 
same to him, It was yone. In other words 
the reader will say, he had lost 
head. That is hardly a correct statement, 
for it wasn’t his head, but that of some- 
body ose, It is a frequent thing in 
Occidental lands for a man to lose his head, 
or even a woman, but whe ever heard 
of 8 man losing a head belonging to an- 
other person? Italso happens in Occidental 
lands that people have the faculty of 
finding things which the owner never 
Jost. But did the reader ever hear of 
soreone finding a head and absconding 
with it? It is true also that jokes have 
been perpetrated upon the unsuspecting, 
and goods “ borrowed” just for a short 
time with the intention of restoring them 
when the owner has suffered sufficient 
anxiety in a vain attempt to Gnd them. 
But the Chinese lack the spirit of humour 
when it comes to dealing with the dead, 
and body-suatching is not regarded as a 
subject of mirth, ‘The yayi who bad lost 
the said bundle certainly thought it was no 
joke. He realised that a bill of lading had 
been forwarded to the official here, and so 
the latter was expecting it. He had no 
idea that he could get ahead of the official, 
it was the official who would demand a head 
of him, and he was very much afraid he 
would get it ! 

WHAT WAS TO BE DONE? 


But all inquiries were vain. No onehad 
seen anybody walking off with two heads. 
What to do, was the question. ‘The Occi- 
dental’s first thought would naturally be 
to advertise. A display line insome great 







































daily of “A Lost Head” would attract atten- 
tion, especially if alarge reward was offered. 
But the yayi in China never advertise, and 
they are not such a moneyed class as to be 
able to offer large rewards. Doubtles 
this par icular yayi stimulated the omu 
present sinall boys with promises of cash if 
they should find the lost article. But as 
we have said, all was in vain. 
‘THE FINDER. 


Meanwhile what had become of the 
“bundle?” It seems that a woman in the 
village was out visiting that morning. and 
on her return saw this package. It looke! 
tompting. It was on the highway, he: 
no one could accuse her of stealing if she 
picked it up, Never heless she looked to 
the eight points of the compass before she 
touched it and the seeing no one, grabbed 
the “bundle” and departed to hier own 
home. Here she concealed it, until she 
could on various protexts send off the child- 
dren, and this done, she proceeded to 
Investigate her “find.” Unlike the novel- 
ist, (for this is an ‘o'er true tale”), we are 
unable to state what wore her exclama- 
tions when she opened it. It might well 
have beon an “Ai yah, liao puti,” or 
even a more emphatic utterance of grief 
and amazement. What she did was to fall 
back in a swoon; a condition in which tho 
neighbours found her shortly afterwards. 

THE RESULT. 

And so it turned out as the moralist would 
always have it, that the theft exposed tho 
thief, and the yayi got back the lost pro- 
perty. We may say dla Chinoise that ‘he 
lifted up his body” and departed rejoicing. 
And we may also say & 2’ Anglaise, that he 
jcked up his head and went on his way. 
jut did he? No, the yayi did not pick up 
hia, the yayi’s head, for it didn’t. belon; 


























to him, ‘Someone suggests that ‘ho 
picked up the brigand’s head, &o.” But 
u i not do, for as the said head had 








been tuken away from him, how could it be 
said to belong to the brigand any longer ? 
Another sogyestion is that the hesd belo 
ed to the oiticial. But this does not hely 
matters, for then we must change the above 
sentence so that it will read “the yayi 
picked up the official’s head, &c.,” which is 
& proposition contrary to fact ns the reader 
well ; the mandarin’s head resting 
is own shoulders at that very moment. 
A last suggestion is that the said ‘head’? 
belonged to the Government, but this sug- 
gestion is so preposterous that when we 
change the sentence we shall- be obliged 
to dismiss it. What head then was it that 
the yayi picked up? The intelligent reader 
has it, it was the 

29th January. 



















TIENTSIN. 


(eno A CORRESPONDEST.) 
—_—__ 
WINTER 

wears apace, and both prce and winter may 
be characterised as hard. For four weeks 
in succession the ground has not been 
clear of snow, and low thermometers have 
heen the rule eversince the 1+t of January. 
T think I am correct in saying that we 
have been half-a-dozen times below zero on 
the Fahrenheit scale, the lowest reading 
being minus 7°. Happily, with it all th-re 
have been fine bright skies and no wind, so 
that man aud beast have suffered less than 
might be expected. ‘The presence of 
abundant snow has put an end to most 
phases of field sport ; and the season has 
been almost a hiems non as regards rac 
cross-country riding, pelo, golf, football, 
and athletics, although ali of these were 
initiated in December with most promising 
zeal and gusto. On the other hand skating 
has been in abundant evidence and in-door 
festivities have been galore. Never before 
in local history has the real poetry of 











motion (skating) had such a show in Tien- 
tsin : the rink site is the best yet cliosen, 





and the committee has been as assiduous 
as it has been successful in providing a 
od floor. The ice surfaco I may remark 
is first obtained in the rough by flooding 
to a depth of 1 or 1 inches, and is 
then improved by judicious sprinkling. ‘Te 
is daily, or rather nightly, mended by 
the same simple device : the coolies sweep 
it clean, and then sprinkle it with old- 
fashioned watering cans fitted with roses. 
Iee-boating has not been revived this 
year; institutions wax and wane with 
irregular periodicity here ; and the ica 
yachts this year, like the Debating Society, 

invisible. The fine old Scottish sport of 
e*-ling, on the other hand, is looking up, 
thanks to the energy and leat of Captain 
Sparkes, RN. This gentleman made a 
capital rink herd by the Linnet and partly 
by the merits of the sport, partly by 
goodly naval hospitality has inveigled many 
into a trial of the game. It threatens to 
become a cult, 




















MEETINGS 
are as plentiful as leaves in Vallombros 
Onehardly knows whereto begin tochronicle 
them. Union Church, the Temperance 
Society, Band, the Landrenters, the Raco 
Club, have all’had theit annual field-day 
and have all made a brave show. Union 
Church is trying to find a new locus, and 
proposes migrating into the so-called extra- 
Concession ; it has now practically limited 
its site to two places, one adjoining the 
Recreation Ground not far frem the Gas 
Works, the other further south and lesa 
central, near the large godown of the 
Standard Oil Company. The Race Club 
Meoting was so interesting that I propose 
to send you by next mail a formal report. 


OUR Marrs 

















| have this year exhibited the most erratic 


course imaginable. Although there -are 
daily despatches southwards and north- 
wards, we have been constantly 21, 2% 
23 (and once 26) days without Shanghai 
advices. Iam referring moro especially 
to newspypers, but even as regards letters 
we have been pearly all the winter 20 days 
behind you in receiving our foreign corres- 
pondence. !I believe I am right in stating 
that this week illustrated the phenomenal 
fact that four successive London (Friday) 
ils, were en route between Shanghai and 
‘Tientsin at once. The primary reason is. 
of course, the state of the roads and 
weather. ‘We heard yesterday that one 
foreign mail went holus-bolus into the 
Yellow. River, but was luckily fished out 
before it slipped away under tho ice. 
On the other hand the Peking and New- 
chwang mails tend steadily to improve 
with the extension of the railway lines. 
All work on tho latter has knocked off for 
ten ‘days, but within a week of resumption 
we shall be able to get within 30jmiles 
of the capital on the metals, so that henoo- 
forth} Peking and Tientsin are within 24 
hours of each other. We shall be attend- 
ing each others’ social functions, which 
reminds me that the 
ALD. G. 

has during the last week given two ex- 
cellent evenings’ entertainment with Naval 
Engagements and Little Toddlekins. Artis- 
tically they were all that could be desired ; 
they were mounted with fine taste and 
played with great vim and success, 
Out of ten performers, nine were first 
appearances in local comedy. Tho ladies 
were especially good. Miss Kekewich’s 
Mrs. Pontifex in Nuval Engagements was 
one of the most finished productions we 
have ever seen on the amateur stage. In 
Mesdames Drummond and Morgan the 
port has gained two really admirable comé 
diennes. As most of our former favourites 
are still here, and are willing to play again, 
this ought to be a red-letter year with tho 
A.D.C. We already hear of four other 
pieces in preparation, two of which are 

















musical and Gilbertian. Some 600 odd 
dollars were taken at two performances— 
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record figures for a non-musicdl enter- 
tainment. 

‘The Smoking Concerts still hold their 
own and are evoking much hitherto un- 
euepected talent in the community. In 
Mr. Marshall, of Taku, a first-rate pianist 
has been discovered. ‘The ladivw’ innova- 
tion, viz., a social, musical, and dramatic 
entertaininent for themselves on Smoking 
Concert nights, holde ite own. They were 
especielly strong at their last session by 
some charming tableavaz vivants illustrative 
of well-known advertisements. 

Ist February. 








WEIBAIWEI. 


(rnost ovr own connesrospENt.) 








THE ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 
Whatever may be said of the ‘oings of 
tlie Japanese in Corea and Formosa, here 
they grasped the situation and settled down 
to it in a most businesslike way. Wooden 
buildings to serve as barracks for the tro-ps, 
were erected in large numbers. In some 
instances the old sites of Chinese camps 
were utilised, in other cases quite fresh 
lots of land were secured, fenced in, and 
Paite u ‘The most of these buildings 
are within two or three li of the native 
city ; but others are as much as twelve and 
fifteen li from Weihai. There is probably 
room for ten thousand troops, though we 
understand there are only about seven 
thousand here at present. 
THE CONDITION OF THE FORTS— 
Of course the Forts have not been re- 
paired. ‘They remain as they were when 
the Japs evacuated the place just before the 
Glose of the war. Only a short time before 
some of the Forts had been fitted with 
Krupp guns of the latest type. These 
were then thrown out of gewr and the 
muzzles broken off, and thus rendered use- 
less.. A hundred men left here, at the 
time might have saved the guns to the 
Japanese. But it is easy to be wise after 
tho event. And at that time, T suppose, 
they fully hoped to finish up at Peking. 
Probably it would have been better for 
China as well as for Japan had they done 
80. 








AND OF THE TROOPS, 

‘The troops are well fed and well clothed. 
Every day, I understand, the men have 
three solid meals, and officers and men 
alike have big blanket overcoats with 
fur collars, In these they look very cosy, 
and this year they need them. For though 
the cold has not been as severe as it was 
two yoars ago when the Japanese landed 
and marched on Weibai, the snow has been 
much deeper. We have had it off and on 
for the past ten weeks and it keeps up. 
Tt has been snowing heavily for twelve or 
fifveen hours and the sky still looks full of 
it. 

COMMUNTCATIONS. 

There is frequent communication be- 
tween the garrison and_mother-country. 
Five or six steamers bringing mails and 
supplies arrive regularly each month. And 
beside this, the Japanese Representati 
insisted on’the Chinese authorities repair- 
ing the telegraphic communication with 
Chefoo, and maintaining a staff of operators 
here, As a business undertaking it cannot 

ay, but it must be useful at times for the 

aps. 











DECORATIONS. 

It is interesting on holidays and special 
ocensionis to see many of the officers and 
soldiers, among other medals, wearing one 
made from canuon taken at Port Arthur. 
In Weihai there is still ample material for 
making millions of such mementoes. 

‘THE IMPERIAL FUNERAL. 

Last night, a few minutes after ten 
o'clock, we were aroused by the firing ot 
heavy guns. It was not a re-bombardment 
cf Weibel as many natives probably 











thought. At that very hour in Japan 
the remains of the late Empress-Dowager 
were being interred. So a salute «f twenty- 
one guns was fired here, and the soldiers 
in the various barracks w-re on para‘e. 
They thus joined with their fellow country- 
men in the outward and visible manifesta- 
tion of national grief. It further illustrates 
how closely in touch is the garrison here 
with the hom- land and its doings. 

8th February. 








COREAN NEWS. 





Corean finance, according to the Japanese 
vernacular press, is being straightened 
under the vigilant control of Mr. Brown, 
the English adviser to the Treasury. Mr. 
Brown's report. shows that the Corean 
Treasury has effected economies aggregat- 
no less than 1,600,000 Corean yen in the 
present yerr, which is quite a large 
saving compared with the revenue of the 
country, 4 million yn or so. It ought to 
be remembered that, when the revolution 
broke out in Corean politics in February 
last, everything was thrown out of order, 
especially finance. Mr. Brown, who 
had previously been a Commissioner 
in the Customs, was then appointed 
adviser to the Treasury. Fortunately, the 
Government had at that time a surplus of 
over a million yen, and this sum the new 
adviser determined to guard with the most 
rigorous care. Every possible economy 
was put into force and new undertakings 
were abandoned. Almost every unusual 
request made by a Minister of State to ‘the 
‘Treasury was refused, and the payment of 
several months’ salary of superfluous Go- 
vernment officials was abandoned. It is 
not strange, therefore, that Mr. Brown 
became the target of ‘complaint, and an 
agitation was set afoot to compass his dis- 
missal. He thereupon concluded a secret 
agreoment with the King, and armed with 
this (which guaranteed his employinent for 
three years), he looked upon the petty 
machinations of his assailants with disdain. 
Steadily he tightened the purse-strings, and 
succeeded in effecting economies. Mr. 
Brown is of opinion that if the Government 
is desirous of prolonging its life, it must 
stick to this negative financial policy, for 
the utmost economy must be enforced in 
every item of disbursement. If this policy 
is maintained, the surplus at the end of the 
present year will reach over four million 
yen, and no necessity will arise for re- 
course toa foreign loan. It is said that 
the idea of borrowing three million yen 
from the Russo-Chinese Bank originatod 
with a certain political coterie havinga 
special object in view, and that the Govern- 
ment has no desire to resort to this ex- 
traordinary means of raising funds. 

Questions now attracting publie atten- 
tion in Corea are the sudden appointment 
of Min Yong-hwa, the all-powerful Minister 
of War, to be Envoy-Extraordinary to 
Russia, ‘Austria, France, Gerinany, Eng- 
Jand, and Italy; and the movements of 
Min’ Yong-tsu, the most powerful latent 
force in Corea. Opinions differ as to this 
sudden removal of Yong-hwa from the stage 
of home politics, some attributing it to the 
growing influence of Yong-tsu ; or to the 
result of an understanding between Yong- 
hwa and Mr. Waeber, which was arrived 
at with the view ef strengthening Russian 
influence in Corea. A third conjecture is 
that Yong-hwa's power is on the-wane, and 
he therefore intends to remove himself from 
the reach of public odium. Supposing the 
first explanation to be nearest the truth, 
and supposing that the removal signifies 
Yong-hwa’s banishment from the field of 
active politics, the question arises whether 
Yong-hwa's sense of inability or his grow- 
ing dread of Russia's ambition, has in- 
fluenced his decision. At all events, the 
change must have some grave import. His 
supposed dread of Russia may not be un- 
founded, judging from the almost universal 

















desire of Coreans to see their king return 
to his palace. Rumour says that Mr, 
Waeber has declared himself opposed to 
the King’s return to the Palace. The 
Corean statesmen, even of pro-Russian 
views, have lately awakened from their 
pleasant delusion ; and reaction is now 
afoot against Russia, 

‘Yong-tsu’s movements are an enigma as 
perplexing as Yong-hwa’s sudden removal. 
Kin Phyong-si has been relieved from the 
Premiership, after having tendered his re- 
signation for the fourteenth time. The 
selection of a competent successor is very 
difficult. The Portfolio of Home Affairs 
is at present most popular, and Yong-teu 
is believed to have an eye upon it. 

Such ate the views expressed by Tokio 
journals. They will be read with caution 

yy foreigners, much discredit having been 

thrown upon the veracity, or rather the 
nature of the sources of information at 
the command, of Japanese correspondents 
in Seoul. We are bound to say, however, 
that events have not always justified 
the sweeping verdict of the late corres- 
pondent of the New York Herald, who 
told the public that nothing coming 
from the pen of his Japanese confréres in 
the Corean capital merited serious consi- 
deration. In a grest many cases the letters 
from Corea published by Pokio journals 
have afforded valuable indications of the 
trend of events in the Peninsula. How- 
ever, these comments aro scarcely mer- 
ited’ by the quality of the ‘news im- 
mediately in question. Mr. Brown's 
success in the field of Corean fin- 
ance is already appreciated, and it may 
be assumed that if, by legitimate econo. 
mies, he can stave off the necessity of 
recourse to foreign—especiallyRussian— 
pecuniary aid, he will spare no effort to 
secure that end. As for the statement 
that Mr. Wacber opposes the return of 
the King to his palace, we find it difficult 
to credit. The situation in Corea must 
be growing intolerable to the Coreans 
themselves, and that it long ago becamo 
irksome to Russia can scarcely be doubt- 
ed. Being a situation plainly calculated 
to engender discontent and encourage 
intrigue, some safe and practical exit 
from it is probably desired by the Russian 
Representative as much as by any one else, 
Concerning Min Yong-tsu’s possible acces- 
sion to the Cabinet in the position of 
Home Minister, our readers doubtless re- 
collect that, according to intelligence con- 
tained in the latest files of the Independent, 
Pak Chang-yang, Minister of Home Affairs, 
has resigned, and been succeeded by Nam 
Chung chul, forme:ly President of the 
Foreign Office and Governor of Pyengan. 
It seems unlikely that another ‘change 
should occur immediatély in the headship 
of the same department.—Japan Mail, 











LONDON. 


(enoxt OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
a 
THE FAMINE FUND. 


At last the authorities appear to have 
woke up to the gravity of the distress in 
India. On Friday Lord George Hamilton 
intimated to the Lord Mayor that the time 
had at length arrived when a famine fund 
might be opened at the Mansion House, 
and on Saturday the Lord Mayor's appeal 
was published to the world. Up to last 
night it had resulted in the collection of 
some £60,000; and funds have since been 
‘opened in several of the great provincial 
towns. The subscriptions are not flowing 
in quite so readily as had been hoped; 
but with an effort they may yet be 
brought up to the £7,000,000 which was 
in round figures the total amount of the 
Famine Fund of 1877. Mr. William 
Waldorf Astor has signalised his naturalisa- 
tion as a British. subject by heading the 
list with £2,000 for his fellow-subjects in 








India ; and it is hoped that ambition to, 
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top this figure will impel one or two of the 
new company-promoting millionaires to go 
one or two. better still. ‘The terrible 
accounts which have reached us during-the 
last few days of the condition to which 
Bombay has been reduced by the plague 
will doubtless evoke further practical 
sympathy, 
‘THE EDUCATION QUESTION. 

To-day Ministers have gone down to 
Osborne to receive formally from Her Ma- 
jesty the Queen's Speech ; and on ‘Tuesday 

~atliament will be opened. Ministers have 
toa very limited extent taken the public 
into their confidence on the subject of the 
programme of the Session 5 but on Satur- 
lay Mr. Balfour crushed the hopes of the 
churchmen by announcing that the promis- 
ed Education Bill would not give aid from 
the rates to the voluntary schools. The 
announcement has vreated such an im- 
ression upon the Bishop of Chester that 
e has addressed and published a letter 
to Cardinal Vaughan in which he virtually 
proposes a union of the Roman Catholic 
and Anglican forces to smash the Govern- 
ment unless it gives way, and to treat 
with the Liberal leaders, And the strange 
things is that Cardinal Vaughan has actually 
returned quite a sympathetic answer 
to. the suggestion. ‘The correspondence 
has, however, only been regarded with 
amusement as a further evidence of the 
hopelessly unpractical nature of the 
ecclesiastical mind. It is precisely because 
not only the Liberal-Unionists but even 
the more liberial-minded of Conservatives 
recognised that schools could not be 
allowed to dip into the local rates without 
submitcing to local public control that the 
Government abandoned the idea of rate 
aid ; and the notion of the extreme clerical 
party coming to terms with the Radicals, 
whose object is to nationalise all the schools 
and take tho education of the children 
out of the hands of the parsons, is too 
ridiculous for words, As for the other great 
question with which Parliament will have 
to concern itself during the early days of 
the Session—the alleged over-taxation of 
Treland—the excitement on that question 
has already to a large extent died down. 
A good many of the Irish Unionists who 
threw themselves ‘‘bald-headed ” into the 
agitation have already seen their mistake. 
As a peg on which to hang anew the 
demand for Home Rule there may be some 
substance in the agitation ; but from the 
Unionists’ point of view there is none at 
all; and the Unionists are pagiening © 
see that by supporting the agitation they 
have been playing into the Home Rulers’ 
hands. 








BY-ELECTIONS, 
A by-election has just taken place in the 
Cleveland Division of Yorkshire, and there 
are two more now hanging over us—one in 
Forfarshire, where the Conservatives think 
they have a chance of adding a couple 
to their huge majority, and the other 
in, Essex, where they have a safe seat. 
In the Cleveland Division, which has long 
been a preserve of the great Quaker family 
of the Peases, Mr. A. E. Pease, who 
is now shooting ‘big “game in Avice, 
retained the seat for the Radicals by a very 
largely increased majority, though he was 
absent from the fight and--his opponent 
was © local'man who, has twice before con- 
tested the constituency. Up to 1892 Mr. 
A. E. Pease divided with Sir Frank Lock- 
wood the representation of: York City. 
He has a father,» brother, and a cousin in 
the Commons (the cousin being a Uni 
ist) and he replaces another cousin in 
the seat which he has just gained. So the 
Peases are well represented in Parliament. 





‘THE WEST AFRICAN CATASTROPHE. 
‘The excitement caused three days ago 
by the news that an unarmed British 
edition had- been massacred in 
est Africa has been only slightly 
alleviated to-day’ by the intelligence that’ 
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two Englishmen, Captain Boisragon and 
Mr. Locke, escaped the fate which over- 
came their companions. The only conso- 
lation under this catastrophe is that it will 
doubtless result in the destruction of the 
power of the King of Benin, a petty chief- 
tain whose barbarities have long ‘been a 
source of misery to the natives and of 
trouble to the Royal Niger Company. 
THE “DIAMOND JUBILEE.” 


Everywhere throughout the United King. 
dom public bodies are beginning  seri- 
ously to consider the question of how 
the Queen’s “Diamond Jubilee” may be 
most fittingly celebrated next June. The 
Queen herself has, through the Prince of 
Wales, issued to’ her subjects a very 
judicious and kindly expression of her 
views. Her Majesty evidently desires to 
do nothing which shall detract from the 
spontaneity of the celebration. She will 
not express any wish of her own as to 
directions which the celebration should. 
take, beyond stating that any scheme which 
has for its object the advantage of her 
Porer subjects will be acceptable to hersel 

‘ith regard to the actual celebration of 
the sixtieth year of Her Majesty's acces- 
sion, a strong effort is being made in the 
city to induce Her Majesty to consent to 
the religious service taking place in St. 
Paul's Cathedral instead of at Westminster ; 
and it is very probable that this movement 
will be successful. Westminster Abbey, 
as the scene of the coronation of most of 
our sovereigns, has of course. considerable 
claims ; but Westminster saw the celebra- 
tion of ten years ago, and most Londoners 
would be glad if this year’s jubilee should 
be consecrated ‘in teeming London's cen- 
tral roar.” 

MARIE CORELLI AS A DRAMATIST. 

A dramatic version of Marie Corel 
Sorrows of Satan has just been _ pro: 
duced at the Shaftesbury Theatre ; but 
the authoress of the novel has suffered no 
less from the hands of the dramatic critics 
than she used from those of the newspaper 
critics before she ceased to invite journalis- 
tic criticisms of her works. There is a 
certain power discernible in the play, as in 
the novel, but the fatal lack of humour 
which prevents Miss Corelli from discern- 
ing the line which separates the sublime 
from the ridiculous is even more apparent 
in the drama than it is in the novel. 

18th January. 























PARIS. 


CORRESPONDENT.) 
_— 
THE MAHOMMEDAN 3LP. 

The reopening of Parliament has been 
the great event of the week, aud the 
appetrance of the, Mahommedan deputy, 

. Grenier, was the great event of tho 
reopening. Dressed in his turban and 
white burnous, the doctor alighted from a 
cab outside the Chamber, knelt on the 
muddy pavement, and salaamed profoundly, 
paid his cabman, and passed through an 
admiring crowd into the Chamber. The 
deputies paid @ great deal more attention 
to him than to the President, and the 
lorgnettes of the ladies in the galleries were 
permanently directed on the white burnous. 
Tt was: ‘confidently e ted that the honour- 
able member would kneel dowa in his place 
and say his prayers at the hour of sunset, 
but he disappointed everyone by going 
home. Opinion seems to be divided as to 
whether he is an amiable lunatic, a farceur, 
ora very clever notoriety hunter. Some of 
his colleagues are scandalised by his costume 
and genuflections, which they consider cal- 
culated to bring Parliament into ridicule. 
They talk of amending the rules of the 
Chamber to meet the case. One can un- 
derstand how hard it is for men of the 
Panama generation to be continually con- 
fronted with a man who believes in God. 
Forain, the clever caricaturist of the 
Figaro, yesterday gave us a little sketch 
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representing a deputy gazing on the figure 

of Dr. Grenier with his ample sleeves, and 

saying : What a splendid dress for taking 

a cheque!” 

THE NEW RUSSIAN DIRECTOR OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. 

The appointment of Count Muravieif to 
succeed Princo Lovanoff has been well 
received here, more because it is the fashion 
to approve of everything the Czar does 
than because there is any special reason 
to believe in the Count’s friendliness to 
France. He was First Secretary to tho 
Russian Embassy here from 1879 to 1884, 
and made a good many friends in Paris 
society, though probably not more than 
many other foreign diplomatists possess. 
From Paris he went with Prince Orloff to 
Berlin and in 1893 became Minister at 
Copenhagen, where he was naturally 
brought into close contact with the Imperial 
family. He is known as a hard-working 
‘and energetic diplomatist, and as he is only 
fifty-two years of age he should be able to 
do the State good service. Personally ho 
is tall, thin, fair, and nearly bald; knows 
his Paris well and is a member of its most 
exclusive club, the Jockey. 

THE WANT OF MEN OF ACTION. 

The advocates of colonial expansion are 

aging away. They are organising for 
Fest Sunday's celebration of the bicenten- 
ary of the birth of Dupleix, the great 
soldier who would have made India a French 
possession but for Louis the Well-Beloved 
and his advisers. Sarah Bernhardt is to 
recite a poem specially composed for the 
occasion by ML Haraucourt ; tho Ministors 
of the Colonies and Public Instruction aro 
to orate, and the explorer Bonvalot. will 
speak—which is not the same thing. 'The 
scheme is a very good one in its way but 
not particularly practical, All the speeches 
and recitations in the world will not drag 
the French out of their shell. As long as 
the present educational system obtains, 
the schools will go on turing out youths 
who are fit for nothing but to swell the 
enormous army of quill-driving function- 
aries, What France wants is a new genera- 
tion full of mischief and animal spirits : 
boys who devour books of adventure and 
run away to sea. Observe English or 
American boys at play and you find tath 
they are continually striving to excel one 
another in something requiring either 
strength or skill, whereas a French boy's 
idea of play is to get hold of a soft ball and 
knock it about with a tambourine. Until 
the French realise the truth of the Iron 
Duke's saying that the battle of Waterloo 
was won on the playing-fields of Eton, the 
idea of colonial expansion will not’ take 
root. 

TWO PROFESSIONAL GENTLEMEN, 

M. Deibler, the French executioner, 
who is about’ to retire from office, has 
always been distinguished by a keen i 
terest in his profession. Although in r 
ceipt of a regular salary, he has often been 
known to complain of the smail number of 
heads he is required to cut off. During 
the presidency of M. Grévy, who hada 
horror of signing a death-watrant, ‘Mon- 
sieur de Paris” had for a long time 
nothing whatever to do. It is recorded 
that he complained of this state of things 
and threatened to resign unless it were 
altered. ‘The post of executioner was not 
at that time greatly coveted, and the per- 
manent officials were afraid that if it were 
left vacant there would be an outbreak of 
crime. Strong representations were made 
to President Grévy and hegave way. One 
or two hardened criminals under sentence 
of death were handed over to M. Deibler 
and the crisis was averted. Of late he has 
had little to do. He lives in a little house 
on the river bank at Auteuil, the western- 
most extremity of Paris. He is a quiet, 
insignificant-looking man whose chief plea- 
sure appears to be the cultivation of vege- 
tables in his garden, He is paid a retainer 
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of £120 a year, plus expenses and a small 
bonus for each execution. 

Deibler's predecessor, Durand, was a 
jovial little man, deeply impressed with 
the importance of his functions and quite 
indifferent to his own unpopularity. He 
lived with his wife and two children in the 
country not far from Paris and was a 
model of the domestic virtues. A journa- 
listic friend, who cultivated the execution- 
ers acquaintance for professional rea- 
sons, told the writer a queer story of 
dinner of which he partook at the table 
of Monsieur de Paris. The hors d'euere 
consisted of sausage, which the host scien- 
tifically cut into thin slices. The sausage, 
though an excellent one, irresistibly re- 
minded the visitor of a freshly decapitated 
neck. His appetite incontinently forsook 
him,” and’ when the lady of the house 
appeared with the pitce de résistance—a 
calf's head dressed with blood-red tomato 
sauce—he collapsed entirely and got out of 
the house as quickly as possible. Mme, 
Durand was a worthy helpmate who en- 
tered heart and soul into her husband’s 
professional triumphs and difficulties. At 
one time he had just invented a new 
catch for the guillotine knife and was in a 
state of great anxiety as to the manner in 
which it would work at the first time of 
asking. His wife, on the eve of the oxe- 
cation, went to her parish church and 
offered up a wax candle with a prayer that 
everything might pass off smoothly. It is 
sstisfactory to know that tho good wife's 
petition was granted and that the criminal 
was successfully despatched into the next 
world with the help of the new catch. 

15th January. 





Behing Gazettes, 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTE. 
pileia ner EmEL 
Sproially translated for the North-China 
Herald. 


21st December, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

‘The commoner Hsit Lun, who appealed 
to us during the Imperial Progress outside 
the Palace this mornin; to be handed 
over to the Board of ‘Punishments, the 
Ministers of which are hereby commanded 
to make a strict investigation into the 
facts of the said appellant's case, and 
then report to us the result, 

No papers of interest, 

22nd December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the report of the 
Board of Civil Appointments commanded, 
the other day, to decide as to the penalties 
to be imposed on the Board of Comp- 
trollers-Generai of the Imperial Household 
Department, the special Comptrollers- 
General of the Ningshou Palace and the 
Household officials connected with the said 
Palace, for neglect of duty in permitting a 
series of thefts to be committed in that 
Paluce, whereby, much valuable furniture, 
and ornaments and antique curiosities were 
stolen, in regard to which an edict has 
already been issued by us, it has been 
recommended that Huai T’s-pu and Li 
Shan, Comptroliers-General of the Imperial 
Bousehold Department and special Comp- 
trollers-General of the Ningshou Palace, 
be cashiered and dismissed for their negli- 
gence. We, however, exercise the Imperial 
prerogative of clemency in this matter, and 
tuercifully commute the sentence to depri- 
vation of rank, but they are to be retained 
in their present posts. As for the penal- 
ties for the rest of the Board of C.mp- 
trollers-General of the Imperial Househo d 
Department, Chi “Asiv, Ch‘ung 
Kuang, Wen Lin, and Shih Sho, it has been 
recommended, that they be deprived of 
three steps of rank and transferred to some 
other poste relative to their reduced rank 








for their participation in lack of vigilance 
in guarding the Sacre’ Precincts from 
thieves and outsiders. We also commute 
the sentences pronounced against the above 
Ministers, by commanding that they be 
deprived of three steps of rank as recom- 











mended, but be retained in office as 
heretofore. 
‘Note —TheNingshou Palace is the special 





Palace set apart for the use of Her Imperial 
Majesty Tsti Hsi, ete., the Em ress-Dow- 
ager. Two eunuchs and an outsider were 
arrested in connection with the abore-noted 
thefts (vide previous translations of Gazette) 
for which one eunuch and the outsider were 
summarily slecayitated, while the other 
eunuch was banished to Heilungchiany 
province on the Amur river.—Translatoi 

(2) Nia Yun-ch‘eng, is appointed Bri- 
gadier-General of the Palik‘un (Lake 
Barkoul) Military Circuit of Chinese Tur- 
Kestan. 

‘Note.—General Niu was the successful 
commander whose exertions and bravery 
prevented the invasion of Turkestan by 
some 80,000 Kansu Mahommedans and 
their families in May, 1896. Vide “The 
End of the Rebellion in Kansu and 
Turkestan,” Gazette Translations.—Trans- 
lator. 

(8) We have received the report of 
Lu Ch‘uan-lin, Viceroy of Szechuan, 
announcing great distress amongst the 
inhabitants of Suiting (Suifu) etc. and 
stating that he has opened a Relief Fund 
to assist the sufferers. It appea's that 
owi g to the incessa -t rains last autumn in 
Szechiuan,especially in the three prefectures 
+£Suiting,K‘ueichou, and Yiinyang, the said 
irefecrures being in the vicinity of high 
surrounding hills, were speedily inundated 
by the overflow from the mountains, there- 
by causing not only serious destruction of 
tho crops but a number of houses were 
buried in the débris brought down from 
the hills, ete. We feel profound sympathy 
for our poor inhabitants in Szechuan, and 
therefore command the said Viceroy to use 
every exertion in trying to alleviate the 
distress. We would also earnestly enjoin 
upon the local magistrates, who stand in 
their relation to the people as the parents 
of the latter, to exercise ail watchful bene- 
volence for those under them, so that no 
case of real distress may be allowed to 
escape the notice of those distributin; 
relief to the people. As for the rest o} 
the said Viceroy's memorial let the Boards 
concerned take due note thereof, 

23rd December. 
IMPERIAL DECRER. 


Appointing a large number of officials to 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

















24th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) The Board of Rites is commanded to 
report on the memorial of the Censor 
Sung Peh-lu recommending that changes 
be made in the programme of examinations 
on the 3rd day of the Great Triennials for 
literary degrees of chiijén and chinshih 
(Provincial and Metropolitan degrees) and 
that the old theses be changed into subjects 
requiring knowledge of modern history, 
science, and mathematics, ete. 

(2) We have received the memorial of 
the Censor Chang Chuo-lan suggesting the 
urgency of requiring the various Viceroys, 
Governors, and Provincial Commanders-in- 
Chief of the empire to send in their 
annual reports at once giving the actual 

wumbers of troops under them, their effi- 
ciency, condition, ete., in accordance with 
law. We would note that there has been 
a lamentable lack of attention amongst our 
high provincial «fficers in this matter, and 
this not only delays the work of the Boards 
of Warand Revenue in their annual reports, 
but also leaves usin the dark as to what 
armies we have in the country and what 
dependence could be made on them, etc. 
‘The mem--rial of the said Censor is there- 








fore an important one and we hereby com- 








mand that the Boards concerned seud our 
vdict on the matter without delay t- the 
said high officers. And, further, if any 
more delay be made the said Boards are 
hereby commanded to report to us and 
severely denounce the delinquents there- 
in. Let there be no delay ! - 

(8) Wen Tséng is appointed Junior 
Master of H-rse. 

25th December, 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

We have received the memorial of Prince 
Ch‘ing praying that the newly appointed 
Brigade-General of the Hanchun Banner 
force of Canton, Yung Lung, be permitted 
to stay in Peking and complete sume work 
belonging to the Peking Field Force 
which he had been detailed to oversee, 
before starting for his new post in Cauton, 
ete. We hereby grant the prayer and 
command Hsing Ch‘un, the Brigade- 
General of the Manchu Banner force of 
Canton to act in Yung Lung’s place ad 
‘interim, 

26th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) With reference to the memorial of 
P‘u Liang who reports that while holding 
the post of Junior Vice-Commissioner of 
Octroi at the Chung-wén gate of Peking 
during the past twelve months, ho has 
been able to collect. sufficient to make up 
the regular amount of duties required by 
the Board of Revenue for the one year's 
term of office, but us regards the sur- 
plus required he has not been able to 
collect tha: amount, ete., let the Board 
concerned investigate and report to us. 

(2) A K‘-tan, Senior Vice-Commissioner 
of Octroi, also sends in a similar report. 
‘The Board concerned is also commanded to 
investigate and report thereon. 

(3) The Censor Ch‘eng Ping-ho sends 
us an account of the deplorable state of 
affairs in the Empire in which he charges 
the department and local magistrates of tho 
various provinces of being notoriously lazy 
aud ever ready to shirk responsibility, 
especially in regard to cases of robbery 
and murder. Cases, even, have been 
known to occur where brigands have open- 
ly and in daytime attacked and plundered 
towns and villages and private families of 
wealth, in which the local authorities 
concerned have had the audacity to compel 
the persons aggrieved to make affidavits 
to the contrary, calling a case of sheer 
robbery “‘only a case of theft,” sand 
similar attempts to shirk responsibility 
an‘ the trouble of searching for the robbers, 
and spending money on rewards for their 
capture, If such be the state of the 
Empire at the present day, matters have 
centainly come to a pretty pass! It is 
therefore incumbent ‘upon our - Viceroys 
and Governors and their colleagues to 
make careful note of everything goin 
under them and to enjoin the local authori- 
ties to exercise vigilance and care in search- 
ing for robbers and clearing the country of 
the pests. If attempts at concealment and 
shirking of responsibility be in the futuro 
reported to them, they (Che ‘Viceroys, ete.,) 
are to denounce the recalcitrant magistrates 
tous, and if the latter fail to capture the 
robbers within the period granted by law 
in cases of robbery and murder, the said 
Viceroys, etc., are not allowed to conceal 
or grant favour to the delinquents but 
severely denounce them so that the full 
extent of the law may be dealt out to them 
in such cases. For in this way only can we 
clear the official atmosphere of such un- 
desirable representatives of the law. 

27th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES, 

(1) With ref-rence to the memorial of 
the Censor, Lien Sheng, and his colleagues 
asking thxt adequate promoti-ns be giv 
to energetic members of the gentry and 
officers of the city police, for their efforts 
in capturing a number of notorious brigands 
who had infested the Imperial Prefecture, 
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the Bosrd of Civil: Appointments is hereby 
commanded to take the list of names sent 
to us by the said Censor and report thereon 
to us. 

(2) We have read the report of Pfu Lin 
stating that the fir trees at the Eastern 
Mausoleum re badly suffering from the 
ravages of insects, ete., and that the 
Inte severo weather had not- bettered 
things in this line, ete, - We hereby com- 
mand the Vice-Presidents of the Board of 
Works, Ch'ang Sui and Ying Nien, to go 
with all haste and carefully examine the 
state of the grounds and trees in the 
eastern Mausoleum, aud in conjunction with 
P'u Lin take the necessary steps to remedy 
matters. They are also commanded to take 
with them an extra force of Guards to the 
Mausoleum to help in killing ‘he said pests. 

(8) Lu Pao-chung is appointed Senior 
Director of tho Supervisorate of Instruction 
of the Heir Apparent. 

(4) The Tangut Prince, of the 4th Order, in 
command of the Cholussii Banner Reserva- 
tion of Mongols, is hereby given the rank of 
an officer of the 2nd class of our Personal 
Body Guards, with privilege to do duty at 
the Main Gate of the Palace. 

28th December. 
No papers of interest. 

24h December. 

IMPERIAL DEOREES. 

(1) Chang Ch‘ung-hsing ° is. appointed 
Censor of the Honan Provincial Circuit. 

(2) We have received the 
Board of War in which it is 
that after duo deliberation the said Boxrd 
had decided that the penalty that should 
be conferred on Chien Kuang, Brigade 
General of the Manchu Banner Force of 
Miyun, Chili, is that he should be degraded 
by threo steps of rank and transferred to 
some lower post. We horeby confirm the 

jntence and command that the penalty 
shall not be allowed any commutation by 
“setting off” good marks against tho 
Note.—This officer is punished for laziness 
and taking the pay of the troops, not 
however for himself, but for public uses, 
thereby overstepping his own powers. It 
will bo remembered (eee Geseite transla. 
ns of September-Dvcomber) that he had 
denounced the Chiksien of Miyun for hay- 
ing adulterated tho rice for distribution 
tothe troops. This magistrate evidently 
had “friends at Court,” for although 
degraded for the offence, he also tuned 
the tables upon his accuser by getting a 
Censor to accuse the latter in turn.— 
Translator. 

(8) Wo have read the report of Liao 
Shou-hong and Hsiang Lin, Directors- 
General of the Imperial Granaries at 
T'ungchou and Peking, announcing the 
safe arrival of all the tribute rice for 1896 
at destination, whether by China Mer- 
chants’ S.N. Co.’ steamers, sea-going 
junks, or canal boats. We herehy com: 
mand’ that the two Director-Generals bo 
handed to the Board of Civil Appoint- 
ments for determination of adequate hon- 
ours for their success in their duties, 
and that the said Board also examine the 
list of deserving officers connected with 
the Tribute Transport Department, and 
report to us the promotions to be granted 
,toeach. As for the postscript memoris! of 
the said high officers eulogising the ability 
and energy of Lu Yi the. Gra 
Tntendant of Kiangsu, the said Board is 
commanded to determine what ade- qua 
honours may be conferred on that officer. 

(4) Appointing a large number of officers 
to the Metropolitan and Provincial Admin- 


istrations. 
30th December. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 

(1) 'Té Ming, As-istant Military Governor 
of Ch‘ahar, reports that although his leave 
of absence is about to expire he is still 
suffering from sickness and therefore prays 
that he may be allowed to resign, etc. 
His request is grante? and he is allowed to 




























































(2) Ch‘ung Huan, Military Governor of 
Uniasutai (North Kuldja), accuses A-chi- 
erh-sé-t@-tan-tsa-muts‘u. Duke of Ti and 
senior noble of the Paké league of Monyol 
tribes, of having used the excuse of dred- 

ing the waterway and irrigation canals of 
his league to force a contribution of ‘Is. 
8,000 from each of the tribes of his league, 
thus benefiting his own pockets. We here- 
by command that the money be refunded 
by the said Duke, and that he be turned 
over to the Mongolian Superintenden-y 
for determination of most severe penal- 
ties. With reference to a_ postscript 
memorisl from the said Military G- 
vernor to the effect that the said 
Mongol Duke had abruptly left for K‘ohdo 
without waiting for the Imperial Rescript, 
and that when the memorialist sent officers 
to recall him he detied them, etc., we 
hereby command the Imperial Resident 
at Kéobdo to arrest the said Duke and 
compel him to return at once to his own 
League Reservation at Ulinsutai. Let 
there be no laxity displayed in executing 
our commands. 

(8) Su Lulun is appointed Brigade 
General of Miyun, Chibli, vice Chien 
Kuang, degraded. Yung Lung is appointed 
Lieutenant-General of the Bordered Yellow 
Hanchun Banner organisation, Peking, and 
Ch‘un Lin is appointed Brigade-General of 
the Hanchun Banner Force of Canton, vice 
Yung Lung transferred as abore. 

B1-t December. 
IBIPERIAL DECKEES. 

(1) Appointing a number of offic 
the Metropolitan and Provincial Adminis- 
trations. 

(2) Pa Liang is transferred to the Lieut- 
enant-Generalship of the Manchu Bordered 
Red Banner organisation, and Hsin K's 
is appointed to the samo post in the 
Bordered White Hanchun Banner organi- 
sation. 

(8) As an extra act of clemency we 
hereby give Chtien Kuang (degraded Bri- 
gade-General of Miyun, vide abuve) the 
rank of an ofticer of the Imperial Body- 
Guard of the 3rd class with privilege to do 
duty at the Chientsing gate of the Palace. 
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THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 
At a meeting of the Council held in the 
Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on ‘Tuesday, tho16ch of February. 
1897, at 4 o'clock p.m. 
Present:—Messrs, J. Is. Scott (Chair- 


man), E. F. Alford, D. Brand, J; Cooper 
W. D. Little, D. Mf. Moses, and the Secre- 
tary, and the following membora of the 
Council for 1897:—C. Dowdall, R. 8. 
Freeman, E. Karbe, R. W. Mustard, and 
E. A. Probst. 

‘The Summons calling the meeting is taken 
as read. 

‘The Minutes of last meeting are read, 
confirmed, signed by the Chairman, and 
passed for publication. 

General Municipal Rate—Native.—The 
following return for Decembor quartet is, 
submitted, and ordered to be published :— 
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return to his Banner Reservation to recruit 
his health. BOLE ‘ 


‘Tax Collecteal 





Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts 
are sizned. 

Retwn of Prisoners apprehended, and 
Police daily reports for the pas week are 
submitted. 

Voluntesrs—Home Guard.—The follow: 
ing letter is submitied, and urdered to be 
published : 








Shanghai Volnteer Corps, 
Head Quarters. 
Shanghai, 11th February, 1897. 

‘Sm,—Various attempts have been made to 
pitce the Home Guard on a workable footing, 

at at the present moment this body bas 
practically no organisation, and it is proposed 
to form a Reserve of Volunteers, each of 
whom should have been efficient’ for five 
years. 

To start with I would suggest that one 
Infantry Company of fifty mea be formed, 
which Mr. Dudgeon has consented to com: 
mand, This Reserve will not entail any 
expense on the Council, as the members will 
wear their old uniform, the Council being 
asked to arm them with Martini Henri Rifles. 
Thave the honour therefore to ask permission 
to raise and orgarise this Company. 

Ihave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Doxaup MACKENZIE, 
Major, Commanding 8.¥:0, 
J. L. Scorn, Esq. 

Chairman, Municipal Council, 

Decided to anprove of this suggestion 
and 'o authorise Major Mackenzie to raise 
and organise the company. 

Votunteers—Retived List.—The annexed 

is read, and ordered to be pub- 











Shanghai Volunteer Corps. 
‘Head Quarters 
Shanghai, 11th February, 1897. 
Sre,—Inconsideration of Captain Dudgeon’s 
services in, the Corps I have the honour to 
that he may be granted a Comm 
as Captain on the retired list in accor 
with Regulation VI, 8.V.C.- He hws had 18 
years? 901 
Captain Commanding the Mih-ho-long rifles, 
Thave the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your m 

















t obedient Servant, 
Doxaup Mackeszix, 

Major, Commanding 8.V.C. 
J. L, Scorr, Es 


‘Chairaian of Council 


Decided to grant the commission as 
requested. 


Volunteers—Machine Gunners.—The fol- 
lowing letter from the Commandant is read, 
and ordered to be published :— 


Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
Herd Quarters. 
Shanghai, Lith February, 1897. 

Sm,—I have the honour to inform you 
that at a mecting of the members of the 
Machine Gunners, held on the 
it was unanimously resolv 
selves into an Infantry Company, to recruit 
up to the strength of the other Companies, 
and to ask permission to retain the Machine 
Guns, it being compulsory on all members 
of the, Company to qualify in gun dill, 
may state that their action in so doing was 
the result of an appeal from the Officers of 
the Corps, who at a meeting decided that it 
was absolutely necessary to have more Infan- 
try in the Corps, aod the ready response 
of the Machine Gunners reflects great credit 
on them. On the 13th of January the 
strength of the Machine Ganners was 25 3 
to-day they number 45 and I have therefore 
the honour to request that they may be 
enrolled as ““C” Company with the honour 
of keeping the Machine Guns. 

At the same meeting Lieut. Miller was 
unanimously elected Captain, and C. Murray 











Aviamson and Colour-Sergt. ‘I. C. Anderson 
first and second Lieutenants, which com 
missions I recommend may by granted, subject 
to their passing the necessary examination. 
‘As lieut. Miller is at present on leave I 
would ask that his commission may be 








| granted to him at unce, which I will forward 


to bim, be, course of resigning it on his retura, 
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I ask this as it is his intention to go through 
4 couree of drill while in England. 
Lhave the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Doxa MAcKENzIE. 

Major, Commanding, 8.V.C. 

Decided to approve of the above applica- 

tions, to confirm these elections, and to 

grant the commissions as requested. 


Volunteers—Light Horse.—The annexed 
letters are read, and sre ordered to be 
published :— 

‘Shanghai Volunteer Corps, 
Head Quarters, 
Shanghai, 11th February, 1897. 

Stm,—I have the honour to forward here- 
with Captains Liddell’s resignation as Captain 
Commanding the Light Horse. Captain 
Liddell has rendered great service to the 
Corps, especially in the Light Horse, in which 
he will be greatly missed. 

T have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
‘Your most obedient servant, 
Doxa MackENziE, 
Major, Commanding, S.¥.0. 
3. L. Scorn, Esq. 
Chairman of the Council. 

















Shanghai, 10th February, 1897, 

Stm,—As 1 shall be absent from Shanghai 
for some time, including the period of the 
Annual Training, I beg to tender my resigua- 
tion of the post of Captain Commanding the 
Light Horse. 

Tagsure you that it causes me much regret 
to thus sever my connection with the Shung- 
hai Volunteer Corpe of which I have 80 long 
had the honour of being a member. 

Thave the honour to be, 








Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
©. Oswatp Lippett. 
Major D. Macnenzre, 
Commanding 8, 
Decided to accept, the resignation, and 
to write thanking Captain Liddell for his 
services as a Volunteer. 
Local Post-Offce.—The following corre 
pondence is submitted, and ordered to be 
published 














Inspectorate General of Custome, 
Statistical Department, 
Shanghai, 16th February, 1897. 

Sim,—It being generally reported that the 
community experience considerable incon- 
venience owing to the pillar, and other letter 
boxes, erected by the Municipal Local Post 
Office, Ueing no longer available for posting 

addressed to the Coast or 
riverine ports in China, I have the honour 
to inform you that, if desired hy the Muni- 
cipality of Shanghai, the Imperiat Chin-se 
Post, will take over the entire staff and plant 
of the Local Post Office, together with the 
Teasea of such premises as may be necessary 
to carry on the work »s now transacted, 

Should the Council elect to transfer their 
Post oon, to the, Imperial, Chinese Post, 

‘ain authorised to state that, us regards 
postal businers within the area at present 
served by the Local Post, the service will be 
conducted exactly as heretofore, while the 
exchange of interport mails will be governed 
by the regulations and tariff of the Imperial 
Post Office. 

Tt is unnecessary to dilate on the great 
convenience it would be to the public, to be 
able to utilise the street letter boxes for 
posting act ovly letters intended for delivery 
within the settlement, but correspondence 
for any port in China, also Hongkong, 
Macao, ete. and eventually to all parts 
of the world. 











Tam, 8ir, 
Your obedient servant, 
H. Korscn, 
Postal Secretary. 


To the SECRETARY, 
‘Monicipal Council for the Settlement 
‘North of the Yangkingpang, Shanghai. 


‘Municipal Council, 
Shanghai, 18th February, 1897. 
Srm,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th inst , intimating that 
the Imperiel Chinese Post is prepared to take 
over the Local Post here, and to carry on the 








postal business within the area at present 
served by the office exactly as heretofore. 
Your ‘letter has been submitted to the 
Council, who in reply direct me to inform 
you that they will submit the offer to the 
Ratepayers at the annual meeting next month, 
as it rests entirely with them to accept or 
refuse it, but in order to enable them to put 
the matter clearly before the meeting, Iam 
desired to ask whether they are to under- 
stand that no change will be made in the 
rates +f postage now charged, sbould the 
Ratep yers decide that the offer is to be 
accepted. 
Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
R. F, Tnonnory, 
Secretary. 
To H. Korscx, Esq., 
Postal Secretary. 
Inspectorate General of Customs, 
Statistical Department, 
Shanghai, 19th February, 1897. 
Sm,—In reply to your letter of yesterday's 
date, informing me that the offer made by 
the Imperial Post Office to take over the 
Local Post, will be submitted to the rate- 
Payers at the next annual meeting, and ask- 
ing whether it is to be understood that no 
change will be made in the rates of postege 
now charged, Iam directed to state that no 
change will be made in the rates of foreign 
itage now levied by the Local Post 
withio its present limits of collection and 
distribution, should the Ratepayers decide to 
accept the offer. 
Tam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 


H. Korscu, 
Postal 
To the Secretary, 


Secretary. 
Manicipal Council for the Settlements 
North of the Yang-king-pang. 
Electrical Department,—Report by the 
Superintendent is submitted giving parti- 
culars of the Works completed during 
January, and of those now in progress. 
The Meeting then adjourned. 














‘The following reports are submitted, and 
ordered to be published :— 
Potice.—Return of apprehensions, ete., 
made by the Municipal Police during the 
week ending the 2th day of Febrasry, 
1897 > 
















Offences, x 
Breach of Municipal Regulations 38 
Burglary ...... .... 3 
Cruelty to Animals 2 
Cutting and Woundii 3 
Embezzlement. a 
1 

5 

36 

60 

1 

374 


511 








‘Riceha Licenses suspended. 

‘confiscated. i 
Wheelbarrow ,, suspended... 83 
Beggars, hawkers and ragpickers 426 
Total number of persons coming under 

the notice of Polic 1,554 
Chinese dead bodies found in streets..." 6 
Stray dogs captured on 6 





Dosano Mackzxzir, 
Captain Superintendent. 
Native Dairies.—Weekly Report. 
The Native Dairies, containing 535 head 
of eattie, have all been visited during the 
past week. No outbreak of disease has oc- 
curred doring the week, but two dairies are 
still regarded as infected. 














Ose Box oF Cranke’s B 41 Pus are 
warranted to cure all discharges from the 
Urinary Organs, in either sex (acquired or 
covstitutional), Gravel and Pains in the 
Back. Guaranteed free from Mercury. Sold 
in Boxes, 4s. 6d. each, by all chemists and 
Patent Medicine Vendors throughout the 
World. Proprietors. Tue Lrscoux axp Mip- 
Laxp Counzues Loc Compasy, Lincoln, 
England, alt) tf 7 








THE SHANGHAI GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


‘Minutes of a Committee Meeting held at 
the offices -f the Chamber on Monday, the 
27th of February, 1897, at 4 p.m 

Present :—Mesers. E. F. Alford (in the 
Chair), J. C. Bois, C.J. Dudgeon, A. Korf, 
W. D. Little, J. B. McMichael, D. M. 
Moses, E. B. Skottowe, and the Secretary. 

The Minutes of the last Meeting were 
read and confirmed. 

Light Dues at Hongkong. —A letter from 
the Chamber of Commerce at Hongkong, 
enclosing copy of a Petition they had 
addressed to His Excellency the Governor, 
protesting against the action taken by 
the Colonial Government in levying Light 
Dues on shipping, was laid before the 
Meeting, together with a letter on the 
same subject from the Agent of the P. & 
0. 8. N. Co. at Shanghai. After careful 
consideration of the matter, it was decided 
to reply that, while fully recognising the 
principle that Light Dues should only be 
levied on shipping for Lighthouse purposes, 
the Chamber could not support. any protest 
against the action of the Hongkong Govern- 
ment until they were in possession of full 
information as to the reasons which actuat- 
ed the Gor i 
complain 

Okinese Postal Service:—A letter 
from the Chinkiang Chamber of Commerce, 
asking if this Chamber intended taking any 
action about the churges for postage made 
by the Chinese Postal Service, was read, 
and it was decided to reply that the 
Chamber saw no present reason to move in 
the matter. 

After the discussion of oth 
the following correspondence wi 
for publicatio 

LIGBT DUES AT HONGKONG. 
Hongkong Goneral Chatnber of Commerce: 

Hongkong; 2ist January, 1897, 

DeanSin,—I beg to forward under cover 
copies of aPetition nddressed to His Excel- 
Iency the Governor of Hong’ ong, by the 
agents and representatives of Companies 
and firms owning stramers trading to and 
in the Far East, on the subject of the Light 
Dues now levied, and proposed to be levied 

vessels entering the port of Hongkong, 
of a letior addressed by this Chamber 
to His Excellency in support of the prayer 
of that Petition ie 
jongkong being a free port, and havin 
amcored a vob shipping tendo ‘by virtuo of 
that freedom, this Chamber naturally re- 
rds with a jealous eye any attempt to 
Setract from its position in that respect, 
‘The tendency in many’ countries being to 
increase the burdens on shipping, my 
Committée trust that your Chamber will 
lend its influence in the direction of re- 
ducing those burdens, and to assist in 
preserving this important trade centre 
eutirely free therefrom. 
Tam, dear Sir, 











business 
ordered 


























‘Yours faithfully, 
R. Cuarrenroy Wrox, 
Secretary. 


Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce, 
21st Jariuaty, 1807. ", 

Sim,—A copy of the Petition presented’ 
to His Excellency the Governor by-ship- 
ping firms and agencies representing 
steamers trading to and in the Far East 
on the subject of the Light Dues having 
been forwarded t this Chamber, my Com- 
mittee wich to express to the Government 
their most emphatic concurrence in the 
views set out in that Memorial. 

In a letter addressed to you on the 31st of 
uly last, the opinions of this Olamber on 
this important question were stated at 
some: length. The mere »mount of the 
Light Dues is not regarded so ‘much’ as is 
the principle involved in the practical 
retention of the Special Gap Rock’ sax. 
‘That tax was imposed at the suggestion of 
the shipping interest when advocating the 
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provision of a Light at the southern «p- 
pro-ch to the port, and it was agreed that 
its imposition should cease 60 soon as it 
had yielded a sum sufficient for the pur- 
pose. This has been accomplished, and 
the one cent per ton ordinarily levied is 
ample to pay for the up-keep of all: the 
existing lights. My Committee feel there- 
fore that they cannot too strongly protest 
againt any attempt to p-rpetuate a tax 
imposed for a special object, at the re- 
quest of shipowners fr aspecified time, 
and to merge it into the general revenue 
of the Colony. 

‘This Chamber is deeply penetrated with 
the conviction that in the preservation 
intact of the freedom of the port mainly 
depends the continuace and growth’ of 
the prosperity of the Colony. This free- 
dom is the Keystone of the arch of that 
prosperity, which has been slowly built np 
in spite of many obstacles and some 
natural disadvantages. What othe: wise 
cm accoun’ for the position Hongkong has 
at length attained, xs the third port in the 
Eupite for magnitude of tonnaye? My 
Committee earnestly deprecate attempts to 
impair that freedom-by the imposition of 
any of those taxes; which in many ports 
hamper the movements ‘of the: mercantile 
shippingand blightthe growth of commerce, 
to the ultimate detriment of the treasuries 
they. were designed to entich. 

My Commitee would, finally, respect- 
fully suggest to, His Excellency the Go- 
vernor the danger of this Colony setting 
an example to the neighbouring countries 
of adesire to make a revenue out of the 
Light Dues—an example which it is to be 
feared may be only too readily followed. 
In some ports of the United Kingdom an 
agitation is now proceeding for the reduc- 
tion of the Light Dues, and it would seem 
to be o retrograde step in this great free 
port of the Far East to augment them, for 
purposes of general revenue. 

Sincerely. hoping that His Excellency 
will see his way to accede to the prayer of 
the shipowners’ petition, 

Thave the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) R, Cuarrertox Witcox, 
‘i ‘Secretary. 
0 


Hon, J, H. Srewanr Lockuans, 
Colonial Secretary. 


P. & O. Steam Navigation Co., 
Shanghai, 13th January, 1897. 

Sre,—I beg to remind you that f recently 
disousted with you the question of the extra 
Liaht Dues wbich the Hongkong Govera- 
ment propose levying on the shipping visit- 
ing that port. 

It is unnecessary here to go into the 
history of theso Dues, but I may state that 
the representatives of the various shipping 
Companies in the Colony, have already 
taken action in the matter with a view to 
protecting the interests of their principals, 
and that they have received the support of 
the Honekong Chamber of Commerce. 

I would beg to point out that the Hong- 
kong Government are avowedly attempting 
to raise funds by taxing shipping for the 
sake of the general revenue of the Colony. 

‘This is, Lam of opinion, a reason why the 
Shanghai Chamber of Commerce should 
support the Hongkong Chamber in their 
attempt to have the present tax on shipping 
reduced. 

We are well aware that only a part of the 
tonnage dues paid to the Chinese Govern- 
ment are devoted to the purpose for which 
they are intended, and that.although much 
il remains to be done in the way of light- 
ing the China coast, and improving the 
approaches t» various of the treaty ports, 
a considerable proportion of the tonnage 
dues are diverted into the general fund and 
applied to other purposes, not contemplated 
at the time the ‘present treaties were signed. 

It is only too probable that in the near 
future_it_may be ‘necessary to draw the 

















cial attention of our respective Govern- 
tents to this fact, and request thea to im. 
press upon the Chinese that the money 
raised as tonnage dues must either be spent 
through its legitimate channel, or the tex be 
reduced. 

Should the Hongkong Government ulti- 
mately succeed in carrying their point, the 
fact that they are taxing shipping in the 
manner above indicated will forma very 
dangerous precedent, and one of which the 
Chinese Government would in all likelihood 
not be slow to avail themselves, as in their 
present nancial postion it fs not probable 
they will easily forego any part of their 
revenue. 

For the reason above given it seems to 
me most advisable that the Shanghai 
Chamber of Commerce should make repre- 





sentations on the subject in the proper | 


quarter, and thus suppor! our colleagues 
in Hongkong in resisting what we cannot 
but consider ist tax, 

I should be glad if you would kindly give 
this question your consideration, and lay 
the matter befor e General Committee. 

Lam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
E, A. Hewert, 
Acting Agent. 











To 
E. F. Atrorp, Esq., 
Chairman, Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce. 


THE CHINESE POSTAL SERVICE. 


Chinkiang Chamber of Commerce, 
Chinkiang, 30th January, 1897. 
‘Sra,—On behalf of this Chamber I desire 
to ask if you propose taking steps to make 
represontations to the proper authorities 
regarding the high rates of postage proposed 
to be charged by the Imperial Chine: 
Postal Service, according to their published 
schedule. 
I am, Sir, 
‘Your obedient servant, 
‘A. EL Attex, 
Chairman. 











To 
E. F. Atrorp. E 
Chairman, Shanghai General Chamber 
of Commerce, Shangh: 











THE SHANGHAI 
LAND INVESTMENT CO., LD. 


——+— 


‘Tho eighth annual general meoting of | 


the shareholders in the Shanghai Land In- 
vestment Co., Ld., was held on Monday 
afternoon, 22nd February, 1897, at the 
offices of the agents, Messrs. Gibb, 
Livingston and Co. Mr. H. R. Hearn 

‘ide, and there were present Messrs. 

. Jenner Hogg, C. J. Dudgeon, A. 

McLeod (Directors), H. S. Wilkinson 

Adviser), H. R. Kinnear, Styan, 
Bisbee, Overbeck, Snethlage, E. Davis, W. 
H. Beatty, Valentine, J. M. Young, Buch- 
heister, J. C. Bois, D. Glass, Iburg, A. 
ushny, jr., Perrott, Poate, C. O. Liddell, 
Whittle, J. Buchanan, and A. R. Burkill, 
representing in all 4,460 shares. 

‘Mr. H. R. Kinnear having been appoint- 
ed Secretary to the meeting, and the notics 
convening it having been read by him, 

The Chairman said—Gentlemen, the 
report and accounts have been in your hands 
for some days and, testifying ‘as they do to 
the growing prosperity of your company, 
your Directors hope they Have beon read 
‘and examined with approval. With your 

rmission we will now take them as read. 

mast first bring to your notice a clerical 
error in the Report. The amount due for 
the final dividend, if carried, should 
have been stated as Tis. 47,566 instead 
of Tis, 48,566, and the amount to be 
carried forward as Tis. 2,208.92 instead 
of Tis. 1,108.92. 

‘The report briefly describes what/has been 
doing during the in respect of the 
several estates, and I:therefore think Ineed 





not enlarge upon this, but I am ready to 
answer as best I mayany questions put tome 
in regard tothem. One matter, however, I 
have specially to refer to, and that is the 
question of the increase of capital. At our 
last annual meeting, you will remember, 
you were good enough to authorise your 
Directors to issue a further million of de- 
bentures. We have not yet availed our- 
| selves of that authority, but the increasing 
, scope of the company’s operations demands 
more money. Our present capital andour bor- 
rowings on debentures, are fully and remun- 
eratively employed. We want further funds 
forthe Builings now going up, or projected 
and for the ultimate development of our 
| estates ; while, if we have anything to sparo 
i beyond’ that, we have an ample field 
for it in mortgages. After mature con- 
sideration we have decided to propose to 
acquire the money we want by the issue 
of new shares in the first place, and these 
fully paid-up. It would of course be cheaper 
to borrow on debentures solely or toissuo 
tly paid-up shares—depending mainly 
Epon’ debentures—but_ we, have’ thought 
thatthe slight sacrifice that the shareholders 
would be making by the introduction of 
new shares (of which, however, they them- 
selves would have the first offer) would be 
compensated by the firmer basis on which 
the company would stand ; and that deben- 
tures when again issued would thereby be 
held in the same high esteem as are the 
present. 

Now with regard to the accounts, I 
will make some comments on their salient 
ints. Rents show a gross increase over 
Test ‘year of some Tis. 30,000 ; so do fire in- 
surance, water, repairs, taxes, to the extent 
of Tis. 6,000 leaving the net increase 
about Tis. 24,000. The increase in fire 
insurance, ete., comes about naturally from 
added buildings; and from a higher valuo 
we have to set on former buildings, since 
to replace them, in case of accident, would 
cost mote money. We shall have to faco 
too in the future an increase in the item of 
taxes by the higher assessment now placed 
jon our land. Advertising comes a good 
| deal higher than it did last year, Tis. 630 as 
against Tis. 174. This arises partly from 
an 1895 item paid this year, but mainly 
from the charge re debentures and shares. 
‘Agency and Directors’ fees are now put on 
the footing assigned in the articles of asso- 
ciation. Interest, the amount paid on our 
borrowings, less what we have earned on 
mortgages. Legal expenses are Tis. 1,200 
as against Tls. 357 for which the cost of the 
| Debenture Trust dood has largely to ac- 
count. The result of the Working Account 
isan increase over last year in the balance 

ed to profit and loss of Tis. 21,205. 
rofit and Loss Account now shows the 
profitarising from the sale of Fogg’s estate, 
say Tis, 30,983.94, Coming to our assess 
ments the several estates stand at their 
actual cost; and it may be interesting to 
you to know that since we took them over 
we have spent some Tis. 564,000 in build- 
ing and that buildings now being erected 
or in immediate contemplation will require 
about Tis, 200,000. Our mortgages exceed 
those at the end of the last year by Tis. 
266,517 ; and this is a business in which 
we ‘are glad to employ as much as we can, 
of the funds at ourcommand. The Reserve 
Fund we to increase, as the report 
tells you, by about the amount gained on 
Fogg’s estate. A glance at the accounts 
‘will show that this is not cash reserve ; 
but an undivided profit, put to a separate 
account, and employed in the business of 
the Company. 

Tn conclusion, I may congratulate you on 
the possession of what have proved to be 
valuable properties. The increasing import- 
ance of the Settlement is favouring you 
greatly;and while we donot propose to, so to 
say, rack-rent our tenants, we do seek, and 
do easily obtain, reasonable additions to our 
rent rolls ; and I may say that we look for 
further improvement: under this head from 
leases in the.course of expiring. And our-- 











Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


348 


The We. herald and S. C, & C. Gazette. 





Fes. , 1897. 











tenants should not feel agarieved at this, 
since it is notorious that the price of land, 
of labour, of material, is much higher than 
itwas. We are continuing to build as fast 
as we can see our way to, and I may 
mention that the houses built since we 
started number 172 foreign and 1,293 
Chinese. Before proposing a resolution as 
to the report and accounts I shall be 
Pleased to answer any questions or to listen 
to any comments in respect of them. 

T beg to propose :— 

That the Report and Accounts as presented 
be accepted and passed. 

Mr. E. Jenner Hogg seconded, and the 
resolution was carried unanimously. 

Upon the motion of the Chairman, se 
conded by Mr. A. McLeod, the following 
resulution was adopted :— 

That the Directors be authorised to pay a 
foal dividend for the year 1895 of 5 per cent 
oa the paid-up capital to shareholders on the 
register at this date, 

Proposed by Mr. J. ©. Bois, and seconded 
by Mr. E. Davis, Mr. E. J. Hogg was 
re-elected a Director ; and at the instance 
of Mr. Styan, seconded by Mr. Young, 
Mr. C. A, King was re-elected auditor. 


EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING. 

At the conclusion of the annual general 
meeting, an extraordinary general meeting 
was held, Mr. Hearn presiding. 

The Chairman said—Gentlemen, the 
resolution I shall be proposing will 
I hope meet your. ready assent. I have 
already, at the meeting just concluded 

ined why it is we desire to provide 
more funds and why we propose it by the 
issue of new shares, rather than by a resort 
in the first instance to debentures; and we 





hope you will have recognised the prudence | 


of this course. 

In the resolution which you have in 
your hands you will notice that it 
3s proposed that the issue of the shares 
be on such terms and conditions as the 
Directors shall determine. It is intended 
that one of these conditions shall be their 
issue at 40 per cont premium, say at Tis. 
70, a price which we have thought the 
circumstances of the company well warrant. 
We have every confidence that the shares 
will be taken up at that, but the resolution 
does not state the price, for the reason that 
we wish to avoid a hard and fast rate being 
imposed in the issue. The shares as you 
know are in the first instance to be offered 
to the present shareholders ; and we expect 





to find them so satisfied with the prospects | 


of the company that they will leave few to 


be taken up outside of their body. You | di 
will also have noticed that a shareliolder is | 


to be held entitled to three new shares for 
every ten he now holds, or say in the ratio of 
‘one to 34. Thus, a holder of say 176 shares 
would be entitled to52 new shares and eight- 
tenths, - Tt has been found inconvenient, 
however, in other companies to have frac- 
tional shares; and indeed our articles would 
not permit of ‘them. We propose therefore to. 
exclude these from the allotment and to 


ispose of the aggregate of them by tender | 


or otherwise. Any profit arising between 
the issue price and the sale price will be 
distributed pro rad among the share- 
holders interested in them. ‘The pre- 
mivin on the new issue we would place to 
Reserve, to be en:ployed, however, in the 
business of the company. I therefore beg 
to propose the following resolution : 

(a. )—That_ under the powers conferred 
the Memorandum and Articles of Assoeistign 
the capital of the Company be increased by the 
issue of six thousand new shares of Tis. 50 
ach paid up in fll in addition to the twenty 
‘thousand like shares already existing. 

(2b, )—Such new shares shall rank for 
dend as and from the Ist day of July, 1897. 

(c.)—Sach new shares shall’ be offered to 
the ‘shareholders on the register on the 
22nd day of February, 1897, on such terms 
and conditions as the Board of Directors 
shall determine in the proportion of three 
New Shares for every ten existing Shares 


















held by them and such offer shall be made by 
notice to be issued not later than the 3ist 
day of March, 1897, specifying the number of 
the New Shares to which the Sharebolder is 
entitled and the rate of issue of such Shares, 
and stating that the offer will be deemed to 
be declined unless an aeceptance’of such offer 
in waiting is delivered (o the Agents of the 
Company’ or to the Company's Bankers, the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Banking tion, 
j at Shanghai, on or before the 30th day of 
June, 1897,’ together with such sum per 
Share for each New Share so accepted as the 
j Board shall determine. en 
‘d. }—Upon acceptance ai ent with- 
in Gre time abovementioned Uh Shares £6 
accepted and paid for shall be allotted 
' accordingly. ‘ 
(e.)—Alter the 31st day of July, 1897, an 
Shares not then accepted and paid for shall 
ibe disposed of. by the Directors either to 
Shareholders or to others as they may deem 
advisable at the best price obtainable there- 
for, not less than the nominal value thereof, 
and any premium obtained thereon shall be 
dealt with by the Board in their discretion. 
Mr. E. Jenner Hogg seconded, and the 
resolution was carried unanimously. 
‘This concluded the business, the Chair- 
man intimating that a confirmatory meet- 
ing would be held in three weeks’ time, 








REPORT, 

The Directors have much pleasure in pre- 
senting their Eighth Annual > With a 
Statement of Accounts for the year 1996, 
which they trust will meet with the approba- 
tion of the Shareholders. 

The Profit on the Working Account stands 
at Tis. 77,695.34, as against Tis. 56,490.58 
last year. 

‘The Profit and Loss Account, after deduct- 
ing the amount of interim dividend, paid in 
aly, shows a credit balance of Ts 80,028.69, 
and ‘this sum it is proposed to divide as 
follows Ts. 
To pay a Final Dividend of 5 per 

cent on the paid-up Capital 
(making 9 per cent. for the 
year) von. 47,566.00 
transfer to Reserve Fund (mak- 
ing it up to Tle. 70,000) .....30,353.77 
»»_ carry forward to New Account. 2,108.92 

Wills’s Estate No. 1 calls for no particular 
comment, except that it may be mentioned 
that the net Rentals have increased by over 
| 10 per cent during the year. 

Chicong Hoong Estate No. 
referred to as in course of building w! 
last report was issued have all been finished, 
and have been let at rentals considerably in 
excess of those contemplated when the build 
| ings were begun. Building operations ai 

still being pushed on as rapidly as circu 
stances permit, and the Directors think the 

is not far distant when the Estate will be 
| covered with houses bringing in remunerative 
rentals. ‘The returns from this Estate have 
| increased very considerably, partly owing to 
new buildings and partly to an. increased 
seale of rents. 

Little's Estate No. 4.—Building on this 

Estate has fully engaged the attention of the 
Directors, but circumstances have prevented 
a beginning being made until quite recently. 
In about eighteen months it is hoped the 
development of this Estate will be completed. 
| Some of the buildings now being erected have 
| been satisfactorily leased. 
Hanbury Road Estate No. 5.—During the 
| year two pieces of land adjoining this pro- 
perty have been secured, and building opera- 
tions on them will shortly be commenced. 
| All rentals have been gradually raised since 
| the date of last report. 

Jin Kee Estate No. 6.—Cireumstances be- 
yond the control of the Directors have stood 
in the way of a rapid development of this 
Estate. but it is boped that the Sin Wo 
compound will be satisfactorily dealt with 
during the current year. In the meantime all 

rentals have been raised since the Company 
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. | ook over the property. 


Soochow Creek Estate No. 7.—In the early 
portion of the year the Directors secured the 
offer of a plot of land, measuring some 120 
mow, on the North Bank of the Soochow 
Creek, beyond the Alpha Farm, at a price 
which seemed to them moderate. This was 
| borne out by the fact that within a month or 











two of the purchase they sold the propert 
31 10007, protit, and this profit (about Tas 
25,000) will appear in the 1897 accounts, the 


title deeds having only just been received 
from the Chinese Authorities. 

‘Capital.—The final call on the Capital of 
the Company, notified on the 20th August, 
1896, is being met, but some of the payments, 
for Various reasons, have been coming in only 
after the closing of the accounts. ‘The Dires- 
tore propose to lay before tho. Shareholders 
scheme for increasing the Capital of the Com- 

1¥, a step they consider not only judicious, 
Bat aecessary owing to the increasing opera: 
ions of the Company. 

Directors.—Mr. Hogg retires by rotation 
but offers himeelf for re-election. 

Auditor:—Mr. King having gone home in 
the Autumn, the Directors appointed Mr. 
Wingrove to audit the accounts. Mr. King 
offers himself for re-election. 

‘H.R. Hears, 
Chairman, 











WORKING ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st 
DECEMBER, 1896. 
Dr. 


To Charges Account . 
»» Brokerage on Debentures . 
} Advertising 
}» Agency Management .. 
3 Interest .. 











28,016.95 





2 Legal Expenses 1,199.80 
2 Directors’ Fees : 2500.00 
3 Auditor's Fee. "200.00 
2) Trustees! Fees 500.00 
3} Balance transferred to Profit 

and Loss Account. 77,093.34 





Tls..., 121,100.65 


Cr. 
By Gross Rentals... Tls. 139,448.96 



















Less Fire Insurance, 
‘Taxes, Water, 
Repairs, ete.... 18,822.91 120,626.05 
111.60 
»» Commission .. 363.10 
‘Tis... 121,100.65, 
PROFIT AND L088 ACCOUNT, 
1896. Dr. ‘Tis. 
Feb. 28th, To final Dividend 1895 
@ 4; . 36,616.50 
28th, 
2,421.26 


1996. 
Jan Ist, By Balance. 
April 30th, Profit on sale o' 
No. 3 
Dee Slt, Balance of Working Ac: 
count, 1898... 











77,695.34 
‘Tis.,.151,614.45 





RESERVE FUND ACCOUNT, 








1896, Dr. a. 
Dec Sist, To Balance. . 
1896. Cr. ‘Tis. 
Jan Ist. By Balance 87,224.97 
Feb 28th, By Profit and Loss Ac- 

count .. 2,421.26 






Tis. 


BALANCE SHEET. 
Assets. Tis. 

522,597.28 
627,598.01 
0,630.06 
130,569.46 
318,202.69 
13,526.19 
7,263.70 
14,564.80 
487,900.00 


252,852.19 





Taels. 





Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Fes. 26, 1897. 


The WeC. therald and S. C. & C. Gazette. 


349 




















. Liabilities, ‘Ts. 
Capital paid-up ....-. - 980,120.00 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank Cur- 

Tent Account 22,062.75 
Hongkong & Shanghai Bank Ad- 

vance Account .. 80,000.00 
Debentures bearing 6%. 500, 00.00 

” foe 2 250,000.00 

be = 5% 250,000.00 
Profit and Loss Account .. 80,028.69 
Unclaimed Dividends ae 
Sundry Creditors 


Reserve Fund. 


H. R. Hears, 
E. Jessen Hoco, 
Thereby cetity that T bave compared the 
foregoing Accounts with the General 5 
and have found them in conformity therewith, 
Thave also examined the Securities ofthe Com- 
pany, and have compared the payment inthe 
‘ash Books for the year ending 31st December, 
1896, with the Banker's Book and Vouchers, 

and have found all in order. 
Gro. R, Wisczov, 


tuditor. 
Ea@oer. 
Shanghai, 5th February, 1897. 
Gunn, Livixastox & Co., 
‘Agents, 


[Directors 





HONGKONG AND SHANGHAI 
BANKING CORPORATION. 


—-__ 
‘The ordinary half yearly meeting of the 
shareholders in the Hongkong and Shang 
hai Banking Corporation was held at the 
City Hall on the 13th instant, at noon. 
Mr. A. McConachie presided and there 
were also present Hon, J. J. Bell Irving, 
Messrs. C. Beurmann, M. D. Ezekiel, 
R.-M. Gray, R. H. Richardson, D. R 
Sassoon, N. A. Siebs (Directors), T. Jackson 
(Chief Manager), and a large number of 
shareholders. 
The Chief Manager read the notice call- 
tng the meeting. 
he Chairman read the annual report, 
after which he said—Gentlemen, the Di- 
rectors are glad to meet you again with a 
very favourable report for the Inst half- 
ear. We proposo to pay what has now 
come the usual dividend of £1 5s. per 
share, and place five lacs of dollars to the 
reserve fund. At the last meeting I advised 
you wo had sold £188,000 of our holdings 
of Consols, the profit on which, say 
£25,682 16s. 3d., is included in the accounts 
now submitted Our holdings of Consols 
remain at £500,000 standing at #95. Our | 
other investments both in sterling and 
rupees stand in our books at very favour- 
able rates... Tara giad to say that we have 
a large portion of the profit upon the loans 
we recently participated. in still unappro- 
priated ; same will go to enrich future profit 
and loss accounts, and will help us to main- 
tain a steady dividend of £1. 6s. per share 
in bad times as well as in g 
—that is the goal we are aiming at, and we 
are confident of realising it. (Applause.) 
Margins and profits of every kind are not 
what they formerly were in Eastern bank- 
ing. We’ cannot see that the future will 
bring us any relief in this respect. It is 
therefore sound policy to husband our re- 
sources, and in building up our reserve as 
we are’ doing we are accomplishing two 
desirable ends, firstly improving (if that be | 
possible) the’ credit of the Bank, and 
secondly rendering itall the easier in future 
half-years to place before you satisfactory 
eporte. (Applause,) Tn iny speech a the 
last meeting I alluded to the large amount | 
of sterling that was then deposited with us 
in London in current account belonging to 
the Chinese Government. Our London cur- 
rent accounts then aggregated £6,315,097. 
Aconsiderableamount of said fundshassince 
been withdrawn, reducing sterling current 
accounts to £3,886,564 on the3ist December. 









‘A corresponding reduction has taken place 





in our cash balance, say $25,765,782 on 
the 31st December as against $52,409,687 
on the 30th June, 1896. Our fixed de- 
posits in gold are less by £144,000 than 
they were six months ago, being £2,626,307 
against £2,770,788. Bills receivable on the 
Bist December aguregated $80,217,513 as 
against $71,727,698 the previous half-year. 
‘The dearness of money in Europe during the 


63 | half-year brought a good deal of business 


to the Eastern banks, and our funds were 
fully and profitably employed during most 
of the time. So much for the past. As 
for the future we look forward hopefully, 
and although there are more banks in the 
field than there formerly were, there is no 
doubt that the volume of the Eastern 
trade is steadily increasing, and the 
tendency is to go on in the same direction. 
(Applause) ‘The deplorable famine in 
India and outbreak of plague there are 
interfering very much with business in 
that great dependency ; let us hope that 
the efforts now so freely and so generously 
being made will be crowned with success, 
and that the dark clouds will soon pass by. 
(Applause.) In conclusion we hope that 
the year entered upon will be equal to 
any ‘of its predecessors, and while we are 
fortunate enough to have our management 
conducted with the zeal aud ability which 
so signally characterise our Chief Manager 
and staff we may look forward with every 
confidence to the future. (Applause). 
Before moving the adoption of the report 
and passing of the accounts, I shall be glad 
to answer any questions shareholders may 
wish to put. 

No questions having been asked, the 
Chairman proposed the adoption of the 
report and passing of the accounts. 

fr. E. S. Whesller—Mr. Chairman and 
gentlemen, Ihave great pleasure in second- 
ing the proposal. You have expressed the 
pleasure it gives the Directors to meet us 
with such a report, it is even more pleasant 
for us as shareholders to receive so good an 





‘account and to agree to your proposal as to | b 


the division of the profit, and this especial- 
ly so as you tell us that the account does 
not include a large portion of the profit on 
the loans recently issued by the Bank, 
which will augment future profits, and thus 
ist in the maintenance of 's steady 
dividend. St is especially satisfactory to 
hear of your confidence of attaining a posi- 
tion which will enable the dividend to be 
maintained alike in bad years and in good : 
nothing will do more to maintain the Bank 
inits prem: proud position, and nothing is 
more likely to result in the gradual and per- 
manent enlargement of the dividend. You 
have referred to the increased competition 
in the Bank’s business; that is a complaint 
we are all suffering from, but we may look 
forward to increased trade compensating 
for the increased competition. At any 
rate, I think we may have every confidence 
that the Hongkong Bank with its numerous 
and influential supporters, its growin 
Fesouroes, and ita able manigenieat—both 
here and ‘at the numerous branches—will 
in the future as in the past not only hold 
its own, but enjoy the lion's share of the 
trade of the Far East and long continue to 
be the leading bank. (Applause.) With 
these remarks, gentlemen, f beg to second 
the adoption of the report and statement of 
seccountsfor the past haléyear. (Applause) 


ried. 

‘Mr. Ray proposed the re-election of Mr. 
N. A. Siebs and Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving on 
the Board of Directors, and the confirma- 
tion of the appointment of Mr. C. Beur- 
mann, in room of Mr. J. Kramer, who 
resigned on leaving the colony, and of Mr. 
R. L. Richardson as Directors. 

Mr. J. H. Lewis—I beg to second Mr. 
‘Ray's proposition. 

Carried. 


Mr. P. Sachse proposed the re-election 
of Messrs. F. Henderson and C. S. Sharp 
as auditors. 

Mr. G. Stewart seconded. 














‘The Chsirman—That is all the business, 
gentlemen. I thank you for your atten 
dance. Dividend warrants. will be issued 
on Monday morning.—Honglong Daily 
Press. 





THE SHANGHAI CHURCH 
MISSIONARY LOCAL 
ASSUCIATION, 


——_+—__ 
‘The Annual Meeting of the above Asso- 
ciation was held at the Mission House, 33, 
Foochow Road, list Thursday evening (the 
18th): Considering the falling snow and the 
cold damp evening, the attendance was re- 
markably good. It was rather an evening to 
stay at home and enjoy the warmth of the 
fire, than travel either on foot, in ‘riesha, 
or brougham to the noisy Foochow Road. 

Sir Nicholas Hannen took the Chair 
punetually at nine o'clock, and at onco 
called on the Rev. H. C, Hodges to open 
the meeting, which he did, by reading » 
prayer. After this the Chairman. called 
upon the Rev. C. J. P. Symons to read the 
Report for the past year which he did by 
the aid of the ‘Shanghai gas, supplemented 
by an oil lamp and several candles. The 
Report spoke of the work among the men 
carried on by the. two native Evangelists, 
and the work among the women carried on 
by the Bible women, both branches being 
under the direct superintendence of tho 
Foreign Missionaries, It also spoke 
of the work carried on in the schools, 
two for boys, and three for girls having 
been in operation during the year. Tho 
Report also mentioned that the Sunday 
services were now held in the Englisi 
Settlement, and not in the Chinese city 
as formerly, thero being many more 
Christians in the English Concession and 
in Hongkew than in the city. 

In conclusion the Report asked for re- 
newed and increased support, all rents 

ing been raised, and in consequence 
of the lowness of the exchange, salaries 
had been increased. In the last paragraph 
the necessity of prayer was strongly urged. 
All efforts would be of no avail ‘tnlees od. 
gave His blessing. 

After reading tho Report, Mr. Symons 
made a few remarks about the importance 
of the educational work carried on by tho 
Church Missionary Society, both in the 
day schools in Shanghai, and in the Board- 
ing School at Ningpo. “He. said that the 
two Evangelists working in Shanghai in 
connection with the Local Association were 
the fruit of the Ningpo College. 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. 
Elwin to address the Meeting. Mr. Elwin 
said in the short time in which he had to 
speak he would only touch upon one point; 
namely the ordinary Chinaman’s idea of & 
future state. Although of course in theory, 
the Buddhists, Confucianists, and Taoists 
held different views with regard to the 
future, yet there was a general impression 
that the next world would be very much 
the same as this, that is to say there would 
be magistrates, law courts, etc., ete. Every 
Chinaman knows that the man who can get 
to the magistrate first, by a judicious uso of 
dollars, can generally make sure of winning 
hiscase. Asin this world soin the next itis 
important therefore that if a man wishes to 
injure another he should get to the magis- 
trates as soon as possible. Among English 
people angry words lead to blows, and 
sometimes to murder. In China angry 
words often lead to one of the men com- 
mitting suicide, that he may go into the 
other world and lay a charge against his 
mnemy there. Mr. Elwin mentioned several 
instances of this that he had met with in 
his own experience, the most remarkable 
being in the island of Pootoo. In the year 
1872 when staying on the island with a 
friend, they had been called in to save the 
lives of two Buddhists priests who had 
taken opium. ‘These two men had quar- 
relled, one of them took poison in order to 
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go into the other world to lay a charge 
against his enemy. When the enemy 
heard what had been done, he took a large 
dose in order to get there first. Mr. Elwin 
and his friend took the case in hand, and 
by the use of rather strong measures. sue- 
ceeded in saving the men, so that neither 
of them reached the place to which they 
were 80 anxious to go. 

After mentioning some other very strik- 
ing scenes that he had witnessed in the 
interior, Mr. Elwin brought his address 
to a close by asking for renewed help, 
during the coming year. He said subserip- 
tions both to the general fund, and the 
Church building fand would be most wel- 
come. 

Mr. G. Thome proposed, and the, Rer. 
H. C. Hodges seconded a’ vote of thanks 
to Sir Nicholas Hannen for presiding so 
ably at the Meeting, Sir Nichols Hannen 
acknowledge the vote in a short speech, in 
which he expressed his interest in the work, 
in which the Association was engaged. 
‘After which Mr. Hodges closed the Meeting 
with the Benediction. 

Some of the friends who were prevented 
by the snow from attending the Meeting, 
may perhaps like to know that con- 
tributions towards the work of the Associa- 
tion will be thankfully received by the 
Secrotary, 33, Foochow Road. 








THE 'TIENTSIN RACE CLUB. 

yeti necnEcuaa 

The annual meeting of this flourishing 
institution was held in the Library of the 
Tientsin Club on the 30th of January when 
Mt. J. M. Dickinson was called to the chair. 
There was a large attendance (47) aud a 
sustained and animated interest, character- 
ised the proceedings. 1896 has been a red- 
lotter year in the history of the club, record 
figures having been attained in membership, 
racing entries, income, und expenditure ; 
above all the Club has become the pro- 
prietor of the fine course, grand stand, 
prddoek, stabling, ete., which formerly be- 
fonged to the Yangshenyuan Company. The 
property was acquired upon terms extreme. 
ly favourable to the club—Tls. 16,000 
and the interest of the debentures which 
but little exceeds the sum formerly paid 
in rent, As there is every prospect of re- 
deeming these debentures by the annual 
exoess, of income over expenditure the 
financial prospect is roseate, 

‘The Chairman having quickly despatched 
the formal business gave a lucid summary: 
of the clab’s history dnring the past year, 
and a cogent advocacy of certain proposals 
drawn up by special committe on ways 
and means for future administration. The 
caly unsatisfactory item in the accounts 
was the non-payment of a lottery account| 
by a member who had left the port after 
8 Meeting very satisfactory to himself both. 
‘sa financier and a jockey. As it was there 
was the handsome sum of Tis. 1,343 at the| 
bsnk, and Tis, 452 to be collected, Ts. 200' 
of which might be considered good debt. 
Oaly ‘Donations and Prizes” compared 
unfavourably with past years (Tls. 300 less) 
and this was chiefly due to the absence of 
the Viceroy’s Cup. The estimated value 
of the property for which they had given 
Tis. 16,000 was now Tis. 26,000. 

On the motion of Messrs, W. A. Morling 
and D, Mackintosh the accounts were 
passed by acclamation, 

‘Mr. W. A. Morling, seconded by Mr. 
J. I. M, Drummond, then moved that 
“The scale of weights be reduced 3 Ibs.” on 
the ground that there was now no longer 
the’ preponderance of heavy riders, and 
that the proposed reduction would bring us 
level with the scale common to ali the, 
China ports, and thus facilitate compsri- 
sons and sales. This, in previous years a 
keenly contested proposal, was carried 

‘nem. con, 
._ Mr. Jacobsen then briefly but forcibly 
introduced another contentious point 
round which great battles have raged, 








for yeats—“That no Chinese riders be 
allowed to ride in official races.” Mr. 
Jacobsen referred to the trouble these riders 
gave the starter and judge ;-he suggested 
scratch races or an ‘‘off day” for their 
special benefit. It was suggrsted that the 
loss of the Taotai’s Cup might ensue, but it 
was pointed out that His Excellency used 
to give the Cup to foreign riders, and the 
resolution, seconded by Mr. Murray, was 
carried overwhelmingly. 

Mr. J. I. M. Drummond, seconded by 
Mr. Jacobsen, then proposed certain altera- 
tions in the conditions of the “Champions,” 
viz., that instead of “A forced entry of 10 
por cent on prizes won by winners at this 
meeting : optional entrance of Tls. 10 each 
for other ponies entered at this meeting,” 
the conditions should be : “A forced entry 
for and open only to winners at this 
meeting’: optional for the winner of the 
Consolation Stakes.” The Chairman ruled 
this out of order as invading the function 
of the Stewards, but it was then discussed 
as a suggestion for the consideration of 
these gentlemen. 

‘Mr. Drummond adduced three reasons 
and carried the meeting with him. He 
wished (1) to make it impossible to keep a 
pony over the first and second days ‘and 
run him in the Champions” only ; (2) to 
make it impossible for one stable to engayo 
three or four riders on useless ponies and 
so preclude a possible winner securing a 
jock ; (8) to secure larger fields and keener 
‘competitions during the meeting, as only 
winners can run in the ‘‘Champions.”” 

Dr. Frazer then moved, seconded by Mr. 
W. A. Morling : ‘That’ the entrance fee 
be $20, and the annual subscription $25, 
payable on the Ist of January in each y 
Any member leaving the port within six 
months to be entitled to his entrance fee.” 

Mr. Perry, seconded by Mr. Murray, 
mored an amendment to the effect that the 
entrance fee be $25 and the annual sub- 
scription $20. There was close -and well- 
sustained debate on this; the supporters 
of the amendment denying the necessity of 
so great an increase (from $10 to $25) in the 
subscription. While the income generally 
was increasing by leapsand bounds, the new 

repost P? rd on the staff of the 
Birks, cohsalates, and cnstome. ‘The sup- 
porters of the motion pinned their faith 
tothe fact that it was the carefully con- 
sidered and deliberate recommendation of 
the body of experts who had effected the 
archase of the property. Messrs. Perry, 
feLeish, and Drummond advocated the 
amendment and Messrs. J. N. Hatch, 
Dalton, and Mordhorst the original motion. 

‘The amendment was carried by 22 to 19, 

A proposal by Messrs. Mordhorst. and 
Jacobsen to levy a fee of $6 per month on 
those using the Race Club Bar was defeated. 

Dr. Frazer moved and Mr. W. H. 
Forbes seconded that: “Any gentleman 
who may temporarily visit Tientsin shall, 
on being, proposed by, one member and 
seconded by another and approved by the 
Stewards, be privileged to use the Clab for 
a period not exceeding two months; his 
name being entered in a book kept for the 
purpose. Such privilege shall not how- 
ever included the right of voting at any 
meeting or of entering ponies.” 

urried nem. con. 

Messrs. Fenton and Sommer proposed a 
suggestion to the stewards that the second 
starler be abolished. Other jocks were 
strongly adverse to the proposal, one going 
so far as to suggest the abolition of the first 
starter in preference (laughter), and the 


proposal was lost. 
"Eis. MeLoish asked that’ disciplinary 
power be given to the stewards to safeguard 
the Club against defaulters. Tt was 
nothing less than a scandal that a member 
should leave the port a large winner by 
sweeps, ete. and then refuse to pay 
his lottery account. He thought such a 
























man should be posted as a defaulter, and 
his name and conduct communicated to 
every Race Club in the Far East (Applauie). 





‘The Chairman pointed out that by Rule 8 
the Stewards had disciplinary power after 
a man had become a defaulter, but’ to 
obviate the recurrence of financial loss-to 
the Club on a dott account, he proposed :_ 
“The Stewards shall have the right of call- 
ing upon any member for payment of his 
engagements on the morning following the 
lotteries, and failitig payment within reason- 
able time, the pony or ponies may. be put; 
up for sale again, and the lottery adjusted’ 
accordingly. » The original buyer to be held. 
respoustiule for any deficiency.” This gave 
power to the Stewards to move in doubtful 
cascés before the loss was incurred, and 
would probably meet the case. Carried 
nem. com. 

Mr. Jacobsen thought the: penalties on 
the Derby and. Loger too heavy and 
referred the question to the incoming 
Stewards. Mr, Murray had a small gate 
grievance, and Mr. W.-H. Forbes intro- 
duced the dog-fiend and proposed to fine 
him, but both found no support in tho 
meeting. 3 

The Chairman then pe meres alluded 
to the loss the Club was about to sustain by 
the departure of Dr. Frazer, who had fill 
every office and filled it well during a 
connection of 30 years. As jockey, owner, 
trainer, Clerk of the Course, Hon. Secretary, 
etc., he has been all that is implied in the 
words ‘Sportsman’ and ‘Gentleman’; he 
would take home with him the hearty good 
wishes of every man in the Club, and their’ 
still more hearty desire for his speedy 
return. (Great enthusiasm.) A formal 
resolution embodying the Chairman's re- 
marks was ordered to be entered: in the 
minutes. 

‘The Doctor briefly replied on personal 
account, and eulogised the great services to 
the Club of the Chairman. 

Votes of thanks were passed to the 
outgoing stewards amidst loud applause 

‘he Chairman then referred to the goodly 
service rendered to the Club by Mr. Jas. 
Wilson (Clerk of the Scales.), Mr. A. W. 
HL. Bellingham (in numerous cap: ; 
Mr. Fenton (as Secretary, but unhappily 
about to resign), and Mr. McLeish tiie 
record keeper). 

‘The lot was then taken for the 
stewards and resulted in the election of 
Messrs. J. M. Dickinson Jas. Steward, A. 
W. H. Bellingham, W. H. Forbes, W. 
€.C. Anderson, E. Jacobsen, Dr. Irwin, 
and O. Mordhorst: 2 

‘The meeting ended with the usual com- 
plimentary vote, 


Beport. 


THE NATIONAL BANK OF 
CHINA, LIMITED. 
Beportor ‘the Directors for the year ending 
Bist. mber, 1896, to the Shareholders ‘of 

the National Bank of Chins, Limited. 
ntlems Directors have now the 
leasure to submit to you the accounts and 
lance sheet for the year ending Slat De- 
oe repeat luding $4,218.84 bi 
‘he net profits, including $4,218.84 brought 
forward from the previous year, after pay og? 
all charges, amount to 962,334.46 from whick 
we propose to transfer $12,000.00 to the 
Reserve Fund and to pay the same dividend 
as before i.e, 2/6 per share, this at 2/ly'y 
(the demand Sterling rate on 3st December) 
=$1.18 out here which absorbs $47,734.54 
leaving the sum of $2,599.92 to be carried 
forward to next Account. 

‘Mr. Stolterfoht and Mr. Kwan Ho? Chuen 
retire in rotation from the Head Office Board 
and Mr, Wotton from the London Committeo, 
and being eligible for re-election, offer.them- 
selves accordingly. ‘ 

‘The Accounts at the Head Office have been 
audited by Messrs, J. H. Cox and W. Hutton 
Potts, and in London by Messrs. Deloitte, 
Dever, & Griffiths, Chartered Accountants, 

Your obedient Servant, 
Mm. STOLTERFORT, 
Thatirman: 


Hlongkonig, 9th February, 1897." 
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“BataNce Suzer, 31 December, 1896. attractive. ‘‘Pierette” in pink and black 
‘Liabilities, 3 Suusements, was a happy conception, and “Cigarette,” 

Capital, 750 fully paid Founders? —— | 20 in pink, was exceodingly well cari 
Sharce of £1 each (at-par of 9)-) 6,000.00 | — = out by aid of the illustrated cards that 
Capital, partly paid, £325,144 THE FANCY DRESS BALL AT THE} accompany packets of cigarettes; while 
(at par of 3/) 167,626.65, CUSTOMS CLUB, “Peanuts” was quaint, the strings of 
rve Fi ;000.00 7 peanuts hanging down’ the dress béing 
Notes in Circulation 498,785.00 = provocative of picking and stealing. Tho 
Fixed Deposits, Current and other ‘This pleasant function has grown to be|dress of ‘Anne of Austria” in primrose 
Accounts .-8,709,150.98 | an annual event, and one that is eagerly|and white was a mugnificent costume, 
Oa Drafts, Acceptances sid Bn: looked forward to by all who have the|and “Mary, Mary, quite contrary,” in pink 
lorsements (Bills re-discounted)?,120,827.76 | privilege of attending it. The Committee | with white flowers, was a dainty and pretty. 


Balance of Profitand Lossacconnt 62,334,46 
: ‘otal...$8,638, 724.85 


Assets. $ 

Cash on hand and at Bankers...... 919,470.40 

Government: Securities belonging 

to the'Bank ..... = 700,236.79 
Bills. receivable, Loans and Ad- 

vances .. ---6,611,379.66 

Furniture, Stationery and stamps | 38,830.30 
‘Adjusting Account (Exchange and 

terest) 37 











Prorrt anv Loss Account. 
‘SIst December, 1896. 


Charges, Directors’ Fees; 


and Sa- 
aries: as 


112,441.43, 





tment, of $1.18” por. share on 
40,458 shares, 2/8 per share at 


exchange of 8/1 yy....A7,734.54 
Balance to bo carried forward to 


Account 2,699.92 








62,334.46 
Total...§ 174,775.80 
Balance brought forward from 








last year 2 4,218.84 
Gross earnings for year ending 
Blst Devomber; 1896. 170,557.05 
‘Total...$174,775.89 
‘Reserve Funp. 


Slat December, 1896. 
Dr. 
‘To Amount carried forward $82,000.00 


Total $82,000.00 





a 
By Amount brought forward from 
last year .+»-$70,000,00 
»» Amotint, now to bo’ added, 
above 





a8 
- 12,000,00 





‘Total $82,000,00 
Hew: Srourexronr, 
Gro, W. Fy Puayrr, Chairman, 
Chief Meinager. 
LH. Prvoxxry, 
Accountant. 
D. Guuirs, 
Guow Tune SHAK, + Divectors. 


Kwas Hor Cavey, 

Wo hive conipared the above Statements 
with the Books; Cash, and Securities ‘at the 
Hend Ofice, and with the Returns from the 
Branches, and have found same to be correct, 
and.in cur opinion the Balance Sheet is 
properly drawn up, s0 as to exhibit 0 true 
and correct. view of the Bank’s affairs aa 
shown by the books. ‘The London Returns 
have been audited and certified by Messrs. 
Deloitte, Dever, Grifiths & Co., 
Accountants, 

James H.. Cox, i 
We Hortos Borns, }Auditors. 


Hongkong, 9th February, 1897. 


Crange’s Wontp-ranep Buoop Mixture. 






jence and ‘medical skill have brought to 
light,” - Sufferers from Scrofula, Scurvy, 
Keaema, Bad Legs, Skin and Blood Diseases. 
Pitnpled, and Sores’ of any kind are solicited 
to give'it-a'trial to testiits value. ‘Thousands 
Soleonderful: cures have beon effected by it. 
of w everywhere at 2s. 9d: per‘bottle. Beware 
of worthless imitations and substitutes. 






‘The most searcbing Blood Cleanser that | 











this year took a new depaiture in specially 
decorating the large dancing hall with 

as the entire ceiling. was covered 
with national standards, which were draped 
in a graceful form, and the dais at the far 
end where the band was situated was also 
screened by flags, Chinese standards natur- 
ally taking the centre, and being arranged 
60 as to display the large wooden model of 
the Customs building which serves as an 
indicator for the dances in progress. ‘The 
walls of the hall were further decorated 
with perinons, shields and trophies of arms, 





5 | tastefully arranged in keeping with thedesign 


of the ceiling adornment, and forming a 
coup d’ ail that in itself was very attractive 
independently of tho gaily dressed crowd 
that throngéd the hall. 

Invitations had been liberally issued and 
there were upwards of three hundred hosts 
and guests assembled, the majority of 
whom wore fancy dresses. The scene was 
accordingly a very brilliant one, and it 
took some time to realise the variety and 
beauty of the costumes worn. Before the 
dancing commenced a march round and 
about the dancing hall was arranged, but 

nn this did not give sufficient opportunity 
for realising’ all the varied details of the 
costumes worn, but the mass of gorgeous 
colours was, as" usual on such occasions, a 
delight. to the eye. It is not possible to 
enumerate all the dresses worn by the 
ladies, but some of them deserve special 
mention for their originality or their beauty. 
Perhaps the most. striking for originality 
was an arrangement in black and white that, 
represented ‘‘ Kite "—not the bird but the 
toy. Neatly made black kites appeared 
on the white skirt and bodice of the 
dress, and the lange sleoves at present 
worn were in the form of kites, while a 
caupioe black kite was poised over the 
head, and ‘the’ fati’ used was a kite. 
“Sport and Gossip” appeared ina form 
never contemplated by “Daybreak,” and 
was very effective. ‘The wearer's jacket 
was formed of the newspaper itself, the 
title being prominent, and the white skirt 
was adorned with pictorial cuts of sportin 
and gossiping intentions, while the blac! 

bell-topper and scarlet vest appropriate- 
ly suggested the idea of “Sport.” ‘The 
“Gossip,” it is presumed, was supplied by 
the lady's partners. “The ‘ American. 
Flag” was displayed by a novel and very 
Fgeetal dress worn by a young American 
iady, which was a charming variation on 
the prosaic dress usually worn for the 
character, and commianded admiration. A 
“Quakeress Dancing Girl” in sombre 
black was decidedly effective and claimed 
attention, and “1837” was a distinctly 
clever. and pretty creation, thoroughly 
well carried out in detail, though the 
enormous bonnet worn must have been a 
sad hindrance to successful steering in a 








Messrs, crowded zoom by the young lady’s patt- 


ners. A dress that attracted every eye was 
a “Duchess of Gainsborough,” the dress 
being white and the large hat black velvet, 
worn over powder, the combination and 
style forming one of the best costumes at 
@ Ball. ‘Kate Greenaway” dresses 
abounded, but the most striking was that 
handsome cardinal and white brocaded 
skirt, green satin bodice, and cardinal hat, 
the charming dress being effectively sup- 





| ported by a chevelure of old-fashioned 


Finglets.. ‘There was “‘Starry Night”. as 
‘usually’ worn, but “Dark Night” was 
decidedly a novel and prettily ing 
variation of this costume that was very 








arrangement. The character of ‘ Winter 
Sports” was well represented by a red 
bodice and white skirt, the wearer having 
a gun hung’on one side, while from the 
other dangled a bugle and fox brush, a 
pheasant forming the head-dress. Another 
good dress was that of the “British Navy,” 
the Union Jack being prominent on a blue 
skirt while bullion epaulets and miniature 
life-buoys completed the symbol. Thero 
wore several good Pompadour and Empire 
dresses, and ‘La Mascotte” was present to 
bring good luck and admiration on all 
“powder” costumes. Flowers were not so 
generally represented as is usually the case, 
butMadameChrysanthéme was an excellent 
representative of the class. Thero was a 
merry Contadina and her companion, who 
reminded one of the charms of Italy's sunny 
skies, and a pretty Contrabandista whose 
bright eyes would have played havoc with 
any intrusive Customs officer. Peasants 
there were of all descriptions, the majority 
of whom wore very charming dresses, and 
one Swedish peasant's dress was the 
real thing, the head-dress being very 

wuaint and peculiar, ‘There were several 
Nurses in various shades of greys # repre+ 
sentative of the Red Cross Society, and a 
smart Vivanditre to cheer the soldiery 
with comfort of another’ kind. A ver 
well got up. “Aunty” kept a poanut stall 
in one corner of the room, and steadily 
declined numerous attentions that were 
proffered her. ‘There were, of courso, 
a number of pretty but somewhat non: 
descript dresses, which it is impossible to 
enumerate, pleasing though they were by 
reason of their great variety. 

‘Among the dresses worn by. the men 
there was not much novelty, but there were 
some strikingly effective costumes of tho 
16th and 17th centuries. The A.D.C. 
‘wardrobe had been largely drawn upon, and 
several well-known stage dressos were re- 
cognised, the most noticeable being the cos» 
tume of ‘“Casilda” that originally appeared 
in the ““Bundoliers,” worn by a large waist- 
ed “damsel” of over six feet.‘ Yeomen 
of the Guard” and “Gondoliers” were 
numerous ; a dignified Cleric hob-nobbed 
with a Cowboy ; an Australian Prospector 
rubbed shoulders with a Monk, and an 
Eton Boy took charge of a six-foot Baby, 
while Costers and Clowns played tricks with 
Spanish Noblemen, Armenian Atrocities, 
and doleful Niggers. ‘The New Woman 
was in evidence and Queen's Counsel found 
relaxation in the mazy dance, vis-a-vis a 
swarthy Javanese, while the hideous dress of 
“Auctioneer” was very conspicuous. There 
were uniforms of every imaginable desorip- 
tionand nationality, a great variety of Sailors’ 
dresses, and very many powder costumes, 
some without the powder. Realism was 
carried to the utmost by one guest wearing 
a complete Diver's dress, who delivered 
the programmes at ths door of tho dancing 
hall, and it is noodles to add that he was 
compelled to be seated. Scotland and 
Ireland were represented, and the Gentle- 
man of the Future was rather too much in 
evidence, as so many had contented them- 
selves with wearing coloured silk facings 
totheir dress coats. A ‘Study in Black and 
Red” yated that diptheria was prevalent 
in Shangeai, and. tho wearer of tho ex- 
cellent dress of “Gold Seal” could not « 
pos have represented an extra sec 

nd. 

‘Therewere eighteendancesand two extras 
on the programme, and dancing was kept 
up until an early hour. The music pro- 
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vided was very good, but the experiment 
of trying to dance the Caledonians to Irish 
airs waa not a success. A very good supper 
was provided in. the lower room, and was 
attatked after the ninth dance on the 
programme. The Ball was very enjoyable, 
and the comfort of the guests was well 
locked after by. energetic Stewards. the 
following being the list of officials to whom 
‘the success of the undertaking was due :— 

President, Ls, Rocher (ex officio); Vice- 
President, J. M. Land ; Hon. Secretary, 
cw. un; Hon, Treasurer, T. 
Moorehead; Hon. Steward, F..McLavy. 

Committee: J. McBain, T. Mellows, E. 
A. Schaumléffol, A. Smith, G. Taylor, L. 
F, de Uriarte, 

Ball Committee: J. Dawson, J. M. 
Land, F. McLavy, J. H. Macoun, T. 
Moorhead, E. H. de Ste. Croix, Hon. Sec., 
L. F. de Uriarte, Hon. ‘Treas. 

Stewards: R. Agnew, E. Bjérnson, J. 
W. Blanchfield, W. Carlson, C: Carsia, E. 
Hubbard, P. H. King, W. 'B. Russell, J. 
‘Thomas. 











THE SHANGHAI PHILHARMONIC 
SOCIETY. 
ye 

‘The twenty-sixth subscription concert 
which the Philharmonic Society gave on 
Wednesday evening in the Lyceum Theatre, 
can be regarded with satisfaction either 
as an indication of the standard of musical 
taste in Shanghai, or,of the ability of the 
performers. It was ambitious, perhaps, and 
‘on this account the measure of success 
attained was all the more gratifying, the 
instrumental pieces being fully L  popened 
whilst the songs were re-demanded in every 
instance but one. Commander Vela, to 
whom the Society owes so much, is there- 
fore to be congratulated upon havin; 
provided another evening of delightfal 
music. The overture by Halévy, which 
began the concert, was conscientiously 
given, but the orchestra had more success 
in Massenet’s beautiful composition which 
concluded the first part and opened the 
second. Amongst music enthusiasts in 
Shanghai there has for some time been a 
natural anxiety to essay the work, and its 
production here for the first time added 
Importance to the programme. Allowing 
for the difficulties of some of the move- 
monts, the performance was highly success- 
ful, and though, of course, more practice 
would have led’ nearer to ‘perfection, the 
musicians reaped the reward of theircourage 
in well-deserved yueee which evinced 
the evjoyment of the hearers. Mrs. Bar- 
radas’ rendering of Liszt's ‘‘ Rhapsodie 
Hongroise " No. 2, was highly commenda- 
ble, but the selection is a trifle ambitious 
on the part of an amateur. ‘Thero was only 
‘one vocal number in the first part, Blumen- 
thal’s “My Queen,” which was sung by Dr. 
Cooper, but in the second half there was 
rome artistic singing by Mrs. Walter 
Schirff and Mr. L. Phillip. Mrs. Schirifs 





admirable singing of Luigi Luzzi’s setting of 
“Ave Maria,” and Schumann's passionate 
“Widmung,” exercised an irresistible 
charm, and’ responding to the call for 


an encore she gave Grieg’s ‘Ich liebe 
dich,” a song which still further i 
trated the success of the singer in a 
selection in every way suited to her. 
The more or less familiar orchestral 
picees, Gounod’s “Vision de Jeanne 
d’Are.” and Czibulka’s hewitching “ Aprés 
Je Bal,” were happily interpreted, and then 
Mr. L. Phillip used his pleasing voice 
successfullyin Schumann's well-Lmown “Die 
beiden Grenadiere,” which won the com- 
pliment of an encore. ‘The mmo 
was ful6lied by a pretty morceau, Thomé’s 
“Simple Aveu.” 

















‘THE SMOKING CONCERT CLUB. 


On Saturday night the Smoking Concert 
Club gave its first entertainment in the 
Lyceum Theatre, and the success achieved 
must have been’ very gratifying to those 
who are responsible for the Club's founda- 
tion. In according praise i is not neces- 
sary to say it was the cleverest and most 
amusing evening's amusement of the kind, 
but when the youth of the organisation, 
and the rapidity with which the programme 
was arranged are taken into account, the 
fact of it deserving some commendation is 
undeniable. ‘The founding of such a Club 
is no light undertaking for, however easy it 
may be to get an audience, there is a 
surprising display of modesty when new 
talent is sought for. “The performers, too, 
when enrolled have not that familiarity 
with each other’s characteristics to allow of 
combination, and therefore a first concert 
depends almost entirely upon individual 
exertions, and, howerer conscientious these 
may be, they do not always maintain the 
same level of excellence. But having 
commenced so well, the Smoking Con- 
cert Club will before long be reckoned as 
one of the standard entertaining agencies 
of tho Settlement. Already, as Mr. Fred 
W. Such, the Chairman, explained in the 
course of his short address of explanation 
snd weleome which prefaced the program- 
me, the Club has 180 members, who have 
joined it within a month, attracted by the 
prospect of ‘‘a good song or a recitation, 
and an evening of social jollity.” 

The programme which hed been drawn 














as the evening wore on the house entered 
into the spirit of the occasion with greater 
heartiness, and put into the very best 
humour by the really excellent banjo play: 
ing of Mr. i—the performer was 
twice re-called—they vigorously applauded. 
the tio comic songs:-which Mr. W. Bates 
sang as cleverly as ever, and the amusin; 

absurdity which Mr. A. L. Hall perpetrate 

with complete success. In fact the comio 
song carried all before’ it, notably in the 
case of Mr. E. P. Hudson, who made.his 
début before a Shanghai audience, and Mr. 
E. V. D. Parr, who gave a clever patter 
song. In the third part, Mr. R. Suther- 
land, masquerading as the trainer of a 
sagacious giraffe, and for whose appearance 
the audience had been prepared by a leaflet 
in the programme, was responsible for 
brief actin the style of the well-known 
Blondin Donkey, which provoked » good 
deal of laughter. » Though humour pre- 
dominated, there were some pleasing songs 
of sentiment, and Mr. 'T, Brown is to bo 
congratulated upon not having made a 
greater failure with so lugubrious and un- 


interesting a recitation as “ Sheltered.” 














“DER RAUB DER SABINERINNEN” 
Af THE CONCORDIA CLUB. 





Personen: 
Martin Gollwitz, Professor. Herr Liwmehl. 
Friederike, dessen Frau .. Kebrévo. 





Pauls, dessen Tochter.. 
Dr. Neumeister. 
‘Marianne, seine Frau . 















up was as follows -— Karl Gross. 
PART I. Enil Gross, genannt Ster- 
ov « is neck, dessen Sohn «a... yy ‘Toast. 
1,—Overture—“Polka dela Reine” ...Rafl.| manuel Striese, Theator- 
Mr. H. Vinay. director scien it Lettim. 
2.—Song—“Thy daily ienstmidchen bei. . 
‘question” we aE. Meyer Helmund. acelin, 
‘Mr. J. Mann. 
8.—Comic Song—“ What 


it 
do you think?” ......F. Osmond Carr. 
Mr. H. Goodfellow. 
4.—Recitation—“Sheltered” 
Mr. T. Brown. 


Anon 





Iitervat of 15 Minutes. 
PART I 


1.—Banjo Solo... 








‘Mr. Basagoiti, 
2.—Comic Song—“The finest flow 
0 langwidge ever eard” ..,,..Le 
Mr. W. Bates, 
3.—Song—“The Merry Monk” Fred. Bevan. 
Mr. H.S. Hart, 
4—Comic Song — “That'll 
doodle - doodle - doodle- 
doodle-do”.... T. E, Dunville 
Mr. A. L. Hall, 
Silervad of 15 Minutes. 
PART I. 


Brun, 








1.—Pot Pourti, 





Mr. A. Linton. 
2.—ComicSong—“ My first Wife” J. W. Hall. 
Mr. E. P. Hudson. 
3.—Song—“Ho! Jolly Jenkin” ...Sullivan. 
Mr, W. L. Richards. 
4.—Comic Song—“ Juh Jah”... James Fawn. 


‘Mr. E. V. D. Parr. 
Commencing shortly after nine the con- 
cert was over by half-past eleven, in spite 
of several singers having to respond to 
undeniable encores, so that the performance 
was completed at a convenient hour. The 
fGrst_part of the ime, though en- 
joyable, did not evoke so much enthu- 
siasm as its successors, due, perhaps, to 
the deficiencies of the ‘Theatre as a place 
for smoking concerts, and also to the fact 
that the somewhat 
seats delayed for aw 


















into friendly groups and circles which is the 
characteristic of the smoking concert. But! 





‘Those who assembled under the hospit- 
able roof of the Concordia Club on Thursday 
evening last,(the 18th), underthe impression 
that they were going to be treated to tho 

ortrayal of a celebrated episode in classical 
Lieay ‘were of cones isappointed but 
not disagreeably so. Unucquainted as 
probably the majority of people outside 
Germany are with the famous comedy of 
Franzand Paul von Schénthan, a large num- 
ber of the visitors might have been pardoned. 
for indulging in the belief, that they were 
about to see the stage thronged with fair 
representatives of tho ancient Sabines, sub- 
jected to the unholy ——— of the 
toia and miscrupulous Romans, and the 
little lady in the audience who naively 
asked whether the lady performers were 
those who were to be forcibly carried away 
is therefore not to be blamed for her in- 
nocent interrogation. Instead of a tragedy 
wo had indeed its very antithesis. Comedy 
of the richest kind, consisting as it did of 
smart repartee, ludicrous situations, in- 
volved plot and counterplot, may be said 
to permeate the play. ‘It would be impos- 
sible in the narrow confines of a short 
nowspaper notice, to detail the intricacies 
of the piece, or to give even a brief outline 
of it. Ibis almost as inextricably complox 
as the soliloquies of Hamlet, but it has this 
advantage over the melancholy broodings 
of Shakespeare's herv, that whereas his 
romain still unravelled, the dénouement of 
“Der Raub der Sabinerinnen” explains 
everything. To give tho barest description 
(and it must in nowise be thought to be any- 
phing’ alee) Prctoeect, who, in his: bgictee 

as spent the midnight oil upon a 
on de Bape of the Sabines, is desirons, A 
all authors are with the firstfruits of their 

















| gaze.” He gets a 
and if 


brain, to seo it placed before the public 
. Strieze to produce it, 

‘as his wife is averse to theatrical por- 
formances aud is staying at the séaside; he 
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implores her to stay another week, hoping 
dy that time to get the play through. Just 
however as ho has placed the portrait of 
the leading actress on his desk, his wife 
and daughter suddenly return from their 
holiday, and finding the portrait, not un- 
naturally conclude that the said Professor 
is a gay Lothario, but the domestic felicity 
is preserved by the wife eventually dis- 
covering the true cause of the portrait’s 
presence. The performance of the Profes- 
for’s play when it eventually comes off, is 
ruined by an obtrusive parrot. which the 
manager stupidly insisted should be on the 
stage, and which interpolates the most 
side-splitting remarks in the middle 
of the King’s most dignified utterances. 
Subsidiary to this there is of course 
a love episode, which brings into pro- 
minence not the stereotyped ‘ woman” 
but the ‘‘man with a past,” and we 
have also the laudable servant girl who, 
according to the smartly written argument 
on the programme, “looks after the house- 
hold’s management_in general; listens 
attentively to the Professor reciting. his 
vorses ; informs herself of the contents of 
hor employer's private letters before posting 
them; looks through the holes; takes 
tips from visitors ; lets every stranger know 
the family’s doings, and shows herself as 
honest and faithful as can only be expected 
from a proper _housemaid at home.” 
Tho part of the Professor, was Yory well 
sustained by Herr Liwmehl, his conception 
of the poor hen-pecked husband being we 
suppose perfectly correct, but this of 
course will be best judged by those in 
2 similar position ‘to himself, Frie- 
derike, his spouse, was in the capable 
hands of Frau Kebrévo, who played with 
much vigour and intelligence. It was a 
matter of regret that Frau Racla in the 
part of Paula, the charming daughter of 
the Professor, had so little to do, inasmuch 
as both her beauty and her charming acting 
entitle her to greater things. We could 
not help wishing to see her in the réle 
of Desdemona or Ophelia, and it is to 
‘be hoped that in future performance 
thing really worthy of her marke 
will 15 Dr. Neumeister was 
well represented by Herr Koltat, who in the 
scene where he takes upon his shoulders 
the frivolities of the lover Emil Gross 
played remarkable talont. Frau Yllim in 
the part of Marianne was simply charming 
in every aspect; she played tho confid- 
ing wife to perfection, though it is difficult 
so believe that @ woman could be so far 
imposed upon by her husband as to be 
convinced of the truth of such a story as 
he relates to her, and still more incredible 
that a husband would ever do such a thing 
as to “own up” to frivolities he had never 
indulged in. Karl Gross and Emil Gross, 
takenrespectively oy HerrKowsky and Herr 
Toast, wero characters well thought out, 
the latter being particularly well done, 
especially in the love-scene. Roso was a 
bonny servant girl, and was right bonnily 
layed by Frau Spielratz. Such a house- 
‘aid would causo no end of heart-aching 
amongst the policemen in the vicinity of 
her kitchen. The réles of August and 
Meissner, though not exacting, required 
proper treatmont, and_this they received 
‘at the hands of Herren Nante and Nansen. 
We have reserved until the last our refer- 
ence to Mr. Lettim’s masterly delineation 
of tho theatre director, Striese. He may be 
said without exaggeration to have been the 
pivot on which the play turned, and in 
‘his exeritciatingly funny face contcrtions, 
and that “fooling” which is so essen- 
tial to the comedian, he was not an unwor- 
thy rival of Toole or John Hare. Indeed 
there are many on the professional stage who 
would envy ‘him his marvellous powers. 
‘The management was in the capable 
hands of Herr Liwmehl and Herr Lettim, 
and to say that the performance went off 
without a single hitch is the best tribute 
we can give to the work performed 

them in this direction. The audiende was 




































large and appreciative, and was composed 


of the ‘light and leading” of Shanghai, | 


and a general wish was expressed that ere 
Jong another dramatic feast will be provided 
by the talented amateurs who performes 
on Thursday. 


THE SHANGHAI LIGHT 
HORSE. 





MAJOR MOBRISON’S COMPETITION. 

‘The competition for Major Morrison's 
Cup took place on Sunday morning between 
two troops of the Shanghai Light Horse. 
The start was from Clatter Bridge at ten 
Gielock, the fist point being the Box 
Hedge top of the Fahwah line (in charge 
of Sergt. Moses), the second point the 
Cow Bridge (in charge of Sergt. Pirie), 
and the finish. being over the Light Horse 

ek, whiere Major Mackenzie was Judge. 
At about the appointed hour, 10 o'clock, 
Major Clarke started the first troop in 
command of Lieut. Porter, and consisting 
of T. S. M. Dyer, Corporal Phillippo, 
‘Troopers Bridges, Middleton, Graham, and 
Forbes. Fifteen minutes later the second, 
or B troop, was started, under Corporal 
Gardner and including Troopers Des Voeux, 
Fallanjen, | Henningsan,, Craven, Boyce: 
Kup, Mosberg, and Uriarte. Before the 
second point B troop lost a man owing to 
bad fall and losing his pony, causing a 
delay of ten minutes. ‘This troop started 
with one more man than A troop, who 
eventually won, the times being A troop 
23mins. A7secs., B troop 30mins. sec. 
Alhough the going was heavy the ride was 
@ most pleasurable one. 









THE POINT TO POINT STEBPLECHASE. 

‘The start for this raceon Wednesday was 
at Trafancha, where thirteen troopers faced 
the starter, Major Brodie Clarke, who des- 
petghed them at threo minutes past four 

ridges, on a gidin, made the pace over 
to the Jessfeld Road, although neveral 
men took their own line through the two 
villages and over the Light Horse Creek. 
Bridges scoompanied by the main body 
arrived at the Jessfield Line and reached 
the Red Joss House, the order of reaching 
the point, the Plum ‘Tree, which was kept 
by ‘Surgeon-Captain  Lalcaca and Ser- 
geant Moses, the time being now 4h. 20m., 
was as follows ridges, Forbes, Pallan- 
jee, Craven, Phillippo, Dyer, Des Voeux, 
Watts, ‘the Hon, ‘See. being last. On 
leaving the Plum Tree, Bridges still led, 
followed by Craven, Forbes, and Pallanjee, 
the remainder being some way behind. 
On reaching the Fahwah Wade, Bridges 
esayed it and got through. Forbes, on 
Cato, turned to the right and went through 
the village. Pallanjee and Craven missed 











their way, and took some time to find it 
again. Meanwhile a dingdong race 
down tho Fahwah line resulted in 


Forbes being first over the last jump, 
but he was beaten on the post by 
Bridges by about a length, "Trooper 
Bridges winning the heary-reight prize, 
and ‘Trooper Forbes the light-weight. 


Major Clarke was judge. The rest finished | 






more or less in a bunch, Pallanjee and 
Craven being third and fourth respectively, 
both well up. There were a good number 
of spectators, and the going was very gomd 
indeed, excopt on the low-lying land. 


After the finish the prizes were presented 
by Mrs. H. G. Gardner, tho wife of the 
Hoon. ‘Sec., the winners being introduced 


by Captain Liddell, Mre. Gardner said :-— 

‘Mr. Bridges :— 

T have much pleasure in handing you 
the prize you have so gallantly won, I 
teust that in all your efforts for supremacy | 
in the future you may be as successful a5 | 


Mr, Forbes : 





‘Hearty cheers were given for Mrs. Gard- 
ner, and for the Captain of the Troop, 
whose resignation, forced om him by pres- 
sure of btisiness, is deeply regretted, and 
whose loss will be greatly felt ; also for 
tha winners and for the ladies, nob forget- 
fing the customary tigers. ‘The time was 
under 25 minutes, which considering the 
going was a very creditable performance, 
and the whole show was a great success, 





SHOOTING. 
ARTILLERY MONTHLY CUP. 

‘The Artillery Monthly competition took 
place on Tuesday and yesterday mornings 
2-400 and 300 yards respectively, and re- 
sulted in.a victory for Gunner Dahl for the 
first. time who made the splendid total 
of 67 points.. There were 19 competitors. 





HONGKONG JOCKEY CLUB. 
RACE MEETING 1897. 
(By Courtesy of the Telegraph Companies.) 
Tam Day, 
Friday, 19th February, 1897. 
1—Tae Gnaxp Sraxp Staxes.—Value 
$150. Second Pony to receive $50; 
Third, $25. For China Ponies bond 
‘fide Grifins on date of entry. Wine 
hers of one race 5lbs. extra ; of two 
races Tibs. extra ; and of three or 
more races lbs. extra. Subscription 
Griffins non-wioners allowed lbs. 
Entrance $5. Once Rovnd, 

ai 

's grey Aspirant (Mr. 


Se mM) isa 
” Daze bic Black Rock Gtr. 


nell) .....- a 
and Gove's bla 





Leal 


2... 





Messrs. McKie ck 
Glendubh (Mr. Crawford) .....10 9.8 
Soven starters. Won by several lengths. 
‘Time, Imin, S54secs. 
2.—Tae CrviL Service Porse.—Present- 
ed. Second Pony to receive half tho 
entrance fees.. For Subscription Grif- 





fins of this season, 1896-97. Weight 
for inches as pet scale. 

Winners 7Ibs. 
cumulative. 


Previous 


extra. Penalties ac- 
Mile. 


Entrance $5. One 






6. Si ‘dun 
Hasteaway (Mr. Loveband) .. 
 Noble’s grey Humbug (Mi 
Master) 
Seven starters. Time, 2mins. 13secs. 
3.—Tae Caattescr Cur.—Value 100 
guineas, For China Ponies. To bo 
won two years consecutively ty a Pony 
or Ponies the bone fide property of the 
same Owner. First Pony to receive 
70 per cent ; Second, 20 per cont ; 
‘Third, 10 per cont of entrance fers. 
Weight for inches as per scale, En- 
tranco (forced) $5, but optional to 
Subscription Griffins of this season, 
1896-97. One mile and three quarters. 
Mr. Buxey’s dun Surprise (Mr. 
Rey 10 12...1 











Fivo starters. Time, 3mins. 534secs. 
4.—Tar Laptes’ Purse.—For all China 
Ponies. Weight for inchesas per scale. 
Winners at this Meeting other than 
Subscription Griffins 5lbs. extra. Un- 
placed Ponies allowed 5lbs. Previous 
non-starters at this Meeting 12lbs. 
extra, Entrance $5. Seven furlongs. 
Motsrs. McKio and Gove's chestnut 
Roitelet (Me. Crawford) ..o.1L 1.1 
Mr. John Peel's chestaut Heat 











you heartily on winning 


I congratulate 
this prize and I hope that your success 


by:| to-day is only the forerunner of many 


similar successes in the future. 





Doyuodests des Siisay Vitis be 
3 Juet’s. dun Shiney Villiam 
OEE Hunt) eenwnnee a 4. 


Seven starttre, Time, Imin, Slséts, 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


3B4 











5.— Tae Rosissox Caauzsce Cov. 
Presented by H.E. Sir Wm. Rol 
son, K.C.M.G. For ‘Subscription 
Gritins of this sevson. To be won 
twice by ponies the bond fide property 
of the same owner or owners. First 
Pony to receive 70 per cent of the 
entrance fees; Second 20 per cent ; 
Third 10 per cent. Weight for inches 
as ._ Winner of the German 

_andjor Tai Yeuk Fong Cups 10lbs. 
extra, winners of any_other races Ibs. 
extre. Entrance fee $10. One Mile 
and a Half. 

Messrs. McKie and Gore's grey 
Gleniffer (Mr. Seawheay 7 
just’s fanuntl Ir. 
it) ida ‘i “i 10 12...2 
Dr. Noble's fumbug (Mr. 
Master) aad AL 1.38 
Hight starters. Time, 3mins. 273secs. - 


6,—TaePansze Cur.—Presented. Second 
Pony to receive $50. For China 
Ponies. Weight for inches as per 
seale. Winners of one race at this 
Meeting Bibs. extra; of two or more 
races ibs. extra, Unplaced Ponies 
allowed Slbs. Entrance $10. One Mile 
and a Quarter. 


‘Mr, Buxey's white White Rose (Mr. 
‘Reynell) iT 


v David's grey Forman (Mr. Jones)10 12...2 
3} John Peel's dun Boomerang (Sr. 
Master) 10 12...2 
Six starters, Dead heat for second place, 
won by a kead. Tine, 2mins. 


7.—Tue Puazton Stax) Value $250. 
Second pony to receive 70 per cent of 
entrance fees; Third, 30 per cent, 
For China ponies bond fide griffins on 
date of ent ‘Weight for inches as 
per scale. Previous winners at this 
meeting 5Ibs. extra. Penalties ac- 
cumulative. Unplaced ponies allowed 
Bibs. Subscription a pitins of the sea- 
son, 1896-97, allowed 7ibs. Entrance 
$5.—From the Two-Mile Post Once 
Round and in. 
‘Messrs. McKie and Gove’s skewbald 
Glenmore (Mr. Crawford) ....o11 1... 
‘Mr. John Peel's grey Silver Bell (Mr. 
Master) 























) 
Buxey’s bi 

Reynell) . 
Eight starters. ‘Time, 2m) 


8.—Tun Coxsonatiox Sraxzs.—A Sweep- 
stakes of $5 each with $100 added. 
Scoond pony to receive $50. For 
Yenten Chine ponies at this meeting. 
‘Weight for inches as per scale.—Once 
Round. 


Mr. John Peel’s dun Boomerong (Mr. 
Master) 





esson) : 
x Arnold’s dun Straightforward 
(Mr. Sampson) iT 
Eight starters. Time, Imin. 55}secs. 
0.—Tue Cuanrtox Staxes.—With $250 
added. For China Ponies winners at 
this Meeting only. A forced entry. 
Entrance $00; winner of tro racea 
{830 ; of three or more $50. Weight for 
inches as per scale. One Mile and a 
Half. 
‘Meeers. “McKie and Gove’s chestnut 
Roitelet (Mr. Crawford) .. LL 
‘9 grey Sinbad (Mr. 









2 


io 





1.3 
9.0 

1.0 

12.0 

1.0 

10 

Glenmore 1.0 

‘Mr. Buxoy’s dun Surprise. 12.0 


‘Time, minis, 18}sice. 


10.—Tae Nu Desrerannust Staxes.—A 
Sweepstakes of $5 each with $50 add- 
ed. Second Pony to receive $50; 
Third Pony $25. For beaten Sub- 
scription: Griffins of this season, 1896- 
97. Weight for inches as per scale. 
Half a Mile. 





‘Time, Imin. 2secs. 


Orr Dax. 
Saturday, 20th February, 1897. 


at Ibs, 
1.—Tus Grex Cur.—One Mile. 


Mr. Dryesdusts Gauntlet (Mr. 
ier art 


w»_ Buxey’s grey Sport (Mr. Cox). 
Time, mins. 173secs. 
2,—“Rep Feu” Cor.—One Mile.and a 
Half. 
Br. David's grey Foeman(Mr. Jones).10 12.-i1 
wv Gustav's dun Blueyire’ (Mr. 





0 12... 
1 4.2 








cy 
3 


Time, 3mins. 274secs. 
3.—Lucxy Cvr.—Three Quartert of 
‘Mile 


Mr. Tilbro's grey Wakeful Joe (Mr. 
ees erey “fi 







‘Time, Imin. 40secs. 
4.—Maroos Cuamrioss.—One Mile and 
@ Quarter. 
Mr. Boyd's grey Dunblane... 
1» John Peel's dun Boomerang. 
is Baxey's black Black Eagle 
‘Time, 2mins. 39secs, 
5.—Hoxoxoxe Sreeriecuase.— 
Mr. Worthy’s dun Beliringer (Mr. 
Cox) 


MW 4c 








‘Three starters did not finish. 
6.—'PrsearrLe” Cvr.—One Mile anda 
Quarter. 
Mr. Buxey’s chestnut Comet (Mr. 
Cox; 





Dons oy 
wy Tri’s brown Polos. Love. 


ind) ... 10°12...2. 
x» Jay's grey Sperber (Mr. Master).11 1... 
‘Time, 2mins. 44secs. 
7.—Maroos Race.—Once Round. 

Mr. John Peel's bay Tocsin 
1» -Boyd’s bay Congo 
» Arnold’s dun Straightforward... 

Time, Imin. S5secs. 












Gorrespondence. 


A decided grievance’ in the present 
Customs postal arrangements is the very 
low minimum weight for a letter... A 
decent-sized sheet of good note paper and 
similar envelope weigh over a quarter of 
an ounce, and as that isan ordinary, every- 
dsy “chit” it is anfair to squeeze a double 

fixing a’ weight which must 


by 
1 | Beauenely just catch the public with an 

extra postage. 
2 


Tata, eto, 


19th February. 


Crvis. 





“NOT THE. RECKLESS. DRIVER.” 
To the Editor of the 
Noxra-Cuma Dany News. 

Sm,—I think many of your readerd will 
agree with me in regarding “J. C. P. A.'s" 
strictures on the ’ricsha coolies, headed as 
above, as harshly unjust. After ten years’ 
constant employment of these men, I can 
testify to their almost unfailing competency, 
carefulness, and civility ; and certainly in 
their collisions with carriages they have 
been the ‘‘sinned against” in every in- 
stance hitherto cited in your columns. 
I believe that any difficulty in obtaining 
a’riesha in bad weather is most unusual ; 
and these poor fellows’ sometimes pressings 
offers of service can hardly be resented in 
viow of the miserable payment for which 
they are content’ to incur life-shortening 
Jnbours hardships, and privations. 

am, etc., 
Frar Jusrria. 











10th February. 





“FIAT JUSTITIA.” 
To the Editor of the 
Nonri.Cmxa‘Dary News, 

Simj—It is clear that Fiat’ Justitia” 
is, a striesha” coollo going through, life 
with his head down and his eyes shut. 
“Careftil” is good !, but * unfailing com: 
petency” is better! Has he never sech a 
“careful” coolie rush ‘suddenly under’ a 
pony’s nose to cross a rodd or turn a corner, 
without, the least regard for’ any, vehicle 
passing? Has he not seen the hundreds of 
coolies, who are so weak and useless, tliat 
they should not be permitted by the police 
to pull a ‘‘ricsha” at all? Tf he has not 
seen these things he must’ be blind, And. 
as to their ‘‘ miserable payment ;" shy do 
they come in thousands from far and near? 
If ‘Fiat etc.” know what he was writing 
about, he would be aware that this employ- 
ment is about the most paying one here for 
the cdolie class. 

‘Asa user of ricshas and one who has 
suffered from the coolies' carelessness and 
incompetency I subscribe myself 

Yours, ete., 
EXPERIENTIA. 








20th February. 








THE IMPERIAL POS!’ OFFICE. 

To the Editor of the 
Nozra-Cum Dax: News. 

‘Sm,—There are two or three points that 
should be carefully considered in regard to 
the proposed new postal arrangements 
One is touched in the remark of the Hong- 
kong Postmaster-General, as to the service 
being satisfactory “under Sir Robert 
Hart's direction.” But whst, after him? 
—the deluge?—with the foreign machinery 
uprooted and foreigners left at the mercy 
of whom? 

‘Then; if the Municipality part with their 
post-office, what security have we as to the 
rates to be charged ‘on our local postage? 
‘The Chinese have become proverbial for 
applying extra squeezes after having made 
a wu ‘their’ constant ‘evasions of 





seo 
treaties, likin-equéezes, tc, ete. “In fact 
they have thereby:so ruined their reputa- 
tion that they cannot be trusted. 





Holloway's Pills and Ointment,—Influenza, 








and chest, eo prevalent in our changeable cli: 
mate, nothing 80 speedily relieves, or so cer- 
tainly cures, as these inestimable remedies. 
‘These disorders are too often neglected at 
their commencement, or are injudicionsly 
treated, resulting in either case in disastrous 
consequences. Whatever the condition. of 
the patient, Holloway's remedies will restore, 
if recovery. be possible; they will retard the 
alarming symptoms till the blood is purified 
and nature consunimates the cure, gradually 
restoring strength and vital nervous power. 
By persevering in the use of Holloway's pre- 
parations,. tone is conferred on thé stomach | 
avd frame geuerally. -Thousands’of persons 
have testified that’by. the use ‘of these Feme-" 
diés alone they have’ been’ restored to health: 
after every other meant had failed. (14) 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


Fer. 26, 1897. The 








~~, Herald.and S...C. & C. Gazette. 


335 











WYLIE’ MEMORABILIA. | 


To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cnixa Dany News. 

Sm,—It seems desirable to mention, to 
the. subscribers to the above work, that 
the publication of .it is proceeding as fast 
as possible. About two-thirds of the book 
has already been printed, in all fully 
300 page’, and the remainder will be 
carried through the press as quickly as can 
be done. 

Tam, ete., 
_ Wsr, Mormean, 
22nd February. 


A VOICE FROM ‘THE BEYOND. 

To the Editor of the 
Norra-Cama Day News. : 

Sin,—A copy of your very interesting 
paper reached us here lately, « somewhat 
rare event, as nearly all the arrivals from 
your part of the world are Chinese, and 
unacquainted with the English lmnguage ; 
however, an occasional. foreign merchant 
or official does sometimes find Rhadaman- 
thus in an ‘amiable mood, and one such 
brought with him the copy referred to; 
in it, curiously enough, I found x letter 
from one of those black-coated gentlemen 
Who, sineo the appearance of my great 
work, monumentum cere, perennius have 
persistently labelled me with the roorngs | 
‘meant title of ‘the infidel Gibbon.” 
was the more amused to find that he 
actually takes seriously that sop to Cerberus 
which i, writing in an intolerant age, was 
obliged’ to throw to the public before 
entering on my | premge ee enquiry into 
the real causes of the- phenomenon under 
examination. ..The reverend gentleman 
may be sure that had I, ina Mussulman 
country, been discussing the reasons for the. 
similar spread of the Mussalman, religion 
which, recent arrivals from Africa, them- 
selves mostly Moslems, inform me of, I 

ould have used precisely the same exor- 
dium. 

I trust that the New Postal System, 
which we hear is to extend its scope even 
beyond us to Pluto's domain, will succeed 
in conveying this to you accompanied by 
the assurance of the admiration inspired by 
your able ‘pen in your obedient servant, 

Epwarp Grpsox. 


Elysian Fields, 25th February. 




















THE JACOB CASE. 


eget at 

‘The following ‘letters have been handed 
to us for publication :— 

Yokohama, 13th February, 1897. 

Mapam,—I am at this moment, and for 
the first time, in receipt of proof which is 
conclusive to my mind that you were not 
the writer of the A.L., letters ; and I now 
hasten to ask you to accept that apology 
which I have heretofore been unable 
conscientiously ‘to offer you, for the pain 
and mental suffering to which you have 
‘been put in consequence of the charge I 
considered it my duty to prefer against 
you, and which I am now’ convinced’ was 


unfounded. ‘ 
Very faithfully, 
J. F, Lowper. 


Miss Mary Estar Jaco, 
No, 2, Bluff. 








‘Yokohama, 13th February, 1897. 
J. F, Lowper, Esq., Present. 

Srm,—On behalf of my client, Miss Mary 
Esther Jacob, I have to acknowledge, with 
‘thanks, your’ letter of this date, addressed’ 
to her. * 

Lam, Sir, yours sincerely, 

Gz, H. Scromon. 








—Jopan Mail. 


"Miscellaneous, 


}. THE SHANGHAI PUBLIC 
SCHOOL. 
{commeuntcaTED.] 
beats SEER 

‘The Shanghai Public School question has 
deen freely’ ve the Education Com- 
mittee freely abused, and quite sufficient 
said to cause annoyance to those who have 

riven several years to the creation of an 

lucation Department of our Local Go- 
vernment, and unintentional pain to those 
who are now..not unnaturally touched to 
the quick on what is all the world over a 
thorny subject. It may be well therefore 
before judgment is pronounced at the 
‘Annual Inguisition on: Unpaid Officialdom, 
to be held on the 7th pror., to place before 
the Inquisitors’a statement of facts and 
a chronological re 

1.—No provision is contemplated in the 
“Land Regulations, ” which are the Con- 
stitution of our Local Government, for 
Education of any kind whatsoever. 
i ‘This is a primary consideration, confirmed 
eles 3 

2—That the Council for the’ Foreign 
Settlements North of the Yangkingpang, 
or.in plainer words the Local or Municipal 
Government, for more than fifty years took 
no direct steps to promote the education 
of any one,.either Western, Eurasian, or 

tern. 








8.—The first school started or supported 
by other (or partially other) than private 
nterprise of purse was the Masonte School 

4—The Masonic School did not lay 
down an “exclusion law” against Bura- 
sians in the first instance, but in the same 
year Eurasians were excluded, though with- 
out prying into the mystical archives of 
Freemasonry the ressos canuot be publish 


5.—Ia 1889 the Masonic Body, which 
then educated children only of Western 
arentage, handed over their school to. Mr. 

ning, who, to make both ends meet, 
took all the scholars he could find without 
distinction of Western or Eurasian. 

6—In 1892 the Local Government 
(authorised by @ vote of the Ratepayers) 
gave an annual grant to Mr. Lanning’s 
‘school and an Education Committee was 
ren 1888, und 

7.—In 1893, under an -agreemeat be- 
tween the Local Government and. the 
‘Masonic School Fund, the school furniture 
and the lease of the Peking Road premises 
(rbich meanwhile had been used by Mr. | 

nning) were conveyed to the Local Go- 











yernment, which undertook for evermore 
to give free education to four children 
nominated from time to time by the Ma- 
sonic Body. 

8.—The Council did not. then embark 
on the perilous and contentious road of 
Public Education. but located and pai 
these scholars with Mr. Lanning who then 
ran a public school on-his own 
account and risk. 

9.—At the Annual Meeting of Ratepayers 
in 1894, amidst general jubilation and with 

yperently the unavimous approval and 
cheers of the Ratepayers, large sum of | 
public money’ was voted for the erection 
of a Public School, and no one reading the 
report of that meeting can deny that | 
although not specifically mentioned in sey j 
resolution, it was distinctly. intimated an 
approved ‘that the one object. of the school 
was the education of the children of foreign, 
i. Western, residents, who-in the con- 
ditions of the life then end now ruling were 
rnable to afford to send their children to 
Enrope or America—in fact that was the 
sole argument in favour of the immediate 
and annual expenditure, and it was solely 
on that ground that the votes were 
fathered? = 





. 10,—We come to 1897.—Children of 
Western parentage have enormously or 
prolifically increased and the school has 
Justided its existence by its success—the 
jucation Committee are pressed with ap- 
ications for admittance. Of the present 
icholars 180 out of 200 are of Western 
parentage, and the 20 Eurasians could be 
teplaced by Westerns. 

11.—It. must be borne in mind that the 
Ratepayers whilst annually agreeing toa vote 
of Tis. 4,000 for the assistance of ways and 
means at the Public School have also given 
an exactly similar amount amongst the 
three promineat Eurasian schools, viz., the 
“Thomas Hanbury,” St. Xavier's and“ La 
Providence.” 

I venture to think that if Ratepayers 
will carefully consider these facts they will 
at least see that the Education Committee 
have acted on what they believed to be the 
instructions of the Ratepayers and will re- 
frain from em! sing those who are volun- 
tarily devoting much care to Educational 
interests; show ‘their confidence in those 
they have elected and at least leave the 
Council such discretionary powers as may be 
required; for should they not do so, it is 
obvious that not only may the Public 
School be wreeked and go to- auction, but 
that those deserving educational institutions, 
the St. Xavier, the Thomas Hanbury, and 
La Providence may lose the grants which 
now keep them afloat. 

‘N.B.—There is an old saying: “Do not 
cut off your nose to spite your face.” 





INDIAN FAMINE RELIEF FUND. 
—+—_ 

Sir Nicholas Hannen begs to acknow- 
ledve with many thanks the following 
subscriptions on behalf of the Indian 
Famine Relief Fund :— 






















Sizth Instalment, $ 
ALM, Bisbeessncscone 
P. & 0, Junior Ness” . 65 
a 20 
10 
10 
35 
25 
25 
20 
2 
10 
16 
‘An Itali 10 
Per H.M. Consul, Ni 
‘The Commander- 

Kiang .. 200 
F. 8, Unwin 10 
W. Helsbrand 3 
Major J. C. Watson: 3 
LR 8B 

2 
5 
30 
3 
3 
3 
7 
5 
5 
2 
3 
5 
3 
2 
G. M. HL Pl 100 
Per Hongkong & Shanghai Bank. 
ing Corporation— 
Wisner & Co. 200 
Geo. H. Macy & Co. 50 
N, B, Andersen 10 
Per H B.M. Consul, Wahu— 
‘Wim. Schantz 2: 
‘Mrs, Beals. 3 
‘M.A. Fienk } 
‘Helga Skranstad 1 
Eva Brunner. 1 
‘Messrs. Chapin & Brown .. 2 
R. Clinch ... i 
‘M. F. Parmenter. i 
Mrs, Mollard 3 
L. Muldoon 3 
H. Honerton. i 


M. Waterman: 
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G. W. Gibb 
Mrs, T. J. Arnold 
Anonymous 

Do, 









id 
Seventh Instalment. 





s. 
L. C, Hopkins, H.M.’s Consul, 
vhefc 
Chureh (Collection) 20 
Union Church Sunday es 
Per Astor House Hotel— 


‘Miss Jansen 
W, D. Stann 







10 
10 





Brom 


R 


oSael 


Per Thomas 


oy ais 
SR usa 35 3% 


Ninth Instalment. 


Per Tata & Co.— 





‘Hoong Foong Hon; 
omas Weir, B54 
Arch. Shearer .. 
Wm. Pearce .. 
A. Miller 








Thos. MeTlroy 
James Smith 


Alex. McGregor 
i. ‘Mackinnon. 





THE PHILIPPINE REBELLION, 
—~ 
THE ATTACK ON CAVITE PROVINCE. 


We have to thank Senor Navarro, the 
Spanish Consul, for a copy of the following 
telegram :— i 

Manila, 16th February. 

‘The General-in-Chief communicates the 
following simultaneous attacks. The 
dron feigned to disembark at Naic, with a 
guerilla force of Naval Volunteers from the 
Spanish Casino ; Bocoor was also. bor 
barded from the batteries of Dalahicar 
feigned attack on Noveleta ; General Lach- 
ambre arrived at Santo Domingo with 
columns from Binang and Calamba advanc- 
ing towards Sailang; General Juramillo 
took Tranquero fort, near Buymyum, at 
the point of the bayonet, and found eight 
dead bodies, our loss in the attack being 
two dead and five wounded ; Colonel Barra- 
Fog after hard fighting took Pamplona, on 

river Zapote, an entrenched position 
armed with a number of small guns and 
defended by 2,000 rebels, and in the 
ee our troops killed hundreds of tho 
latter, our loss being one officer and 
eighteen soldiers killed, two. officers and 
forty-three soldiers wounded. At the last 
moment General Juramillo took the fort of 












Sun Cheong ., Bi 

song igay, where he found several small guns 
Dong Tre. 10 and a large quantity of other rere) the 
Chu Furkee ... 10 rebels left thirty-five dead, our loss being 
s . 10 seven dead and two officers and twenty- 





eight soldiers wounded,—Hongkong Daily 
Press, 18th Feb. 








Joe Ming-kee 
Y. King-kee 
RJ. Solomon 
Chu Chee-kuei 

Eighth Instalment, 

Por Tata & Co.— 
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10 
10 —EE=EEEE 
A CRIMINAL TRIAL IN PEKING 
—— 





Readers will remember an account given 
not long ago, by our Newchwang cor- 
respondent, of che capture by Peking 
detectives, in that port, of a noted brigand 
and murderer, named K‘ung, who had 


‘Yuen Sing Hong 25 eloped with the infatuated daughter of a 
A Chinese Yarn Hi 25 high Manchu official of the Imperial Court 
Ting Tac. 35 rumour gives the name as one of the 
Ching Wo-yuan. 25 Vice-Presidents of the Board of Punish- 
Dong Wo * % ments. A Peking despatch dated the 28th 
a Suan Sia-obsay F of January, states that at the first two trials 
Oe cardia — 10 of Kiang before a special tribunal in the 
- Mittag Board of Punishments, although very crucl 





R. Lunde ., tortures, such as kneeling on heated iron 


chains, being pricked with red-hot noed- 
les, efc., had been administered to. make 
13 _| him confess to the formidable list of some 
10 twenty-nine robberies with murder in each 
5 | case, of which he had heen’ accused, 
2 

10 


wane 





Kang, in. spite of his collar-bone, around 
which a chain had been passed, being 
partly bare of flesh, and his ankles being 
in a shattered condition to prevent his 
trying to encape while en route from New- 
10 chwang to Peking, sturdily refused to sign 
5 his name to the list, Being a man 
of magnificent physique, his constitution 
and determined will were such as to 
defy all the extra physical pains of the 
two trials, for without his signature to 
the charges the Court could not sentence 
the man, although there was not the 
slightest doubt that K‘ang was really 
guilty. ‘The investigating judges were, 
therefore, at their wits’ end. It had 
clearly been demonstrated that cruelty and 
force had no terrors for their prisuner, 
and further torture would probably send 
him to his last account, in which case 
banishment to a distance of 3,000 li would 
probably be too light a punishment for the 
judges. An appeal had therefore to be 

ie to K‘ang at the third trial, and 
the judges changing their tactics became 
his “suppliants. " “It was true,” they 
said,.“that he (K‘ang) had heroically 
borne without a murmur or a wince 
the most frightful treatment and most, 
excruciating tortures. He was therefore 
a hero! No one would dare now to 
say, after all he had suffered, that K‘ang 
+ -| Lao-pa was not the greatest hero of, pre- 
. sent times. His deeds and exploits all 
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demonstrated his bravery to. the world! 
‘There was therefore no necessity to prove 
any further to the world what a hero he 
was, and that to conféss now without fur- 
ther application of the torture was no dis- 
grace,” etc. Seeing signs of relenting on the 
set features of the prisoner, one of the 
judges gave orders that a rug be brought 
for K‘ang and acouple of native pillows, 
stuffed with straw, to lean against during his 
trial. ‘This evidently had some effect upon 
theprisoner, and one of tie judgessaidaloud, 
“Kiang, you area hero. All under heaven 
acknowledge this. When the Emperor 
calls upon the faithful Minister to die, the 
Minister dies unflinchinzly of his ownaccord 
to show his loyalty; if the father calls 
upon the filial son to die, the son in duty 
bound bends his neck to ‘the stern decree. 
‘A man can’t live for ever, you know. 
With your heroic record, what better 
moment to die, after you have shown your 
fortitude and heroism to the world ?” 
Without more ado K‘ang signed his own 
death warrant. Tt should be stated that this 
trial had lasted three hours, and to keep 
the prisoner in good humour he had been 
constantly supplied with hot tea, cakes 
and pipes of tobacco. But no sooner had 
he signed his confession than all was 
changed, and again loaded with heavy 
chains K‘ang was hurried back to the 
Heavenly: Prison, only to expinte his 
crimes the next morning (25th of Decem- 
ber) by the slicing process, or Lingch 
K‘ang sang songs all the way to the e3 
cution ground, and kept it up even when 
the executioner’s knife had cut. into him 
several times. A stab with a dagger in 
the region of his heart silenced the 
desperado’s voice and the rest of the 
“slicing” and the final severance of the 
head from the body were then done in 
silence although some 10,000 people sur- 
rounded the spot. 











THE INDIAN FAMINE. 


—+——_ 
His Excellency the Viceroy of India 
resided on Thursday afternoon, the 14th of 
january, at a crowiled meeting at the 

Dalhousie Institute, Culcuttu, convened by 

tho Sherif’ of Calcutta, with the object of 

establishing a fund for the relief of the 
sufferers from the famine: His Excellency 
was accompanied on the platform by Sir 

Alexander and Lady Mackenzie, and the 

Ladies Elizabeth, Christian, and Veronica 

Bruce. Having regard to the limited 

‘capacity of the Institute hall, precautions 

had to be taken to prevent over-crowding, 

and, elaborate police arrangements were 
made to maintain order. Fully an hour 
before the time appointed for the meeting, 
crowds of people had gathered in the 
yieinity of the Institute, and at one time 
the pressure for admittance to the hall was 
so great that Sir John Lambert, who was 
one of the first arrivals, had himself to 
intervene to prevent an accident. Eventu- 
ally after order was restored, everything 
went smoothly, and on His Excellency’s 
arrival, he was recéived at the entrance by 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor Sir 

John Lambert, and the Sheriff of Calcutta, 

and conduczer 

were immediately opened by the Sheriff, 
who declared the meeting open, and, on the 
motion of Maharaja Sir Jotendro Mohun 

‘Tagore, seconded by Mr. C. H. Moore, His 

Excellency the Viceroy was asked to take 

the Chair. The two resolutions dealing 

with the immediate object of the meetin; 

as well as the vote of thanks to His Excel- 
lency for presiding, were carried with accls- 
mation, and an examination of the sub- 
scription-list on the table showed that over 

a lakh of rupees had been subscribed on the 


spot, 
His Excellency, whoon rising was re- 


to the dais. Proceedings | d 





ceived with cheers, spoke as follovs— 
Your Honour, your Excelleney, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,—We are met this afternoon 

nder circumstances which I believe to be 


unprecedented. It is not that meetings 
have not been held before in Calcutta and 
elsewhere arising out of the distress of the 
people, and for the purpose of calling to 
their aid the generosity of the charitable. 
If for twenty years the necessity has not 
arisen, I venture to say that none of these 
who have been responsible for the Guvern- 
ment, none of those who, officially or un- 
officially, have studied the condition of the 
people of India, ean have failed to re- 
cognise that in’ any single year, the 
spectre ot famine might present itself at 
our doors. The interest with which we 
watch the labours of the able gentleman 
at the head of our Meteorological Depart- 
ment, testifies to an ever-present anxiety. 
Nor is this occasion unprecedented because 
of the criticism which the Government has 
encountered, or even of the nature of that 
mm. Governments are made to be 
criticised, and, for mv part, I have always 
thought that fair and honourable criticism 
affords valuable assistance which no Govern- 
ment ean despise. (Applause.) But where 
I think this occasion has no parallel, is the 
wide field over which our operations must 
extend. The meetings in Madras in 1877, 
in Calcutta in 1874, had to deal with distress 
which could not well have been more acute 
in the important areas affected; but never 
before has the appeal for help come from so 
many directions. I hold in my hand tele- 
grams from all the Heads of Local Govern- 
ments, expressing thelr cordial approval of 
this movement, and promising their ready 
co-operation. ‘This movement may, there- 
fore, well be termed a national one, and I 
appeal to all that, with that fact before us, 
minor controversies should cease. Whatever 
differences of opinion may have existed, 
henceforth let us have no gaps in our ranks, 
but face the future as one man. (Applause.} 
Tam emboldened to say this fo you Teoauea 
{ know I am repeating the desire of one, 
whose merest wish will have more weight 
than any words of mine, Iam permitted 
to announce that Her Majesty the Queen- 
Empress has been graciooty leased to be- 
come Patron of this fund. (Applause.) It 
is her wish that its operations should be con- 
ducted on broad and imperial lines, and 
that fact unites us with our fellow-subjects 
in all parts of the world, in one undivid- 
ed and indissoluble phalanx. (Applause.) 
It may be, nay it must be, to all of us a 
matter of regret that the sufferings of her 
Indian subjects must mingle with the me- 
mories of the sixtieth year of Her Ma- 
esty’s glorious reign; but if that is now 
inevitable, at afl events there can be no- 
thing more entirely consonant with the 
spirit of her reign, than the charity and 
good-will, imperial, all-embracivg, which is 
the lesson our Sovereign has taught us. 
(Applause.) I am reluctant to detain you at 
any length, but I think it incumbent on me 
to say a few words about the objects of the 
fund it is proposed to institute, and the 
means by which they may be attained. I 
can quite understand that it is not easy for 
those unacquainted with the system under 
which the Government works to appreciate 
the distinction drawn between the oblige- 
tions lying upon Government, and the objects 
to which, with the concurrence and co-opera- 
tion of Government, charitable funds may be 
levoted. The Government system, and 
the principles on which it rests, are no new 











that even that number may be doubled or 
trebled. ‘That means a failure of crops and 
adistress which is most grievous, but it also 
means that these millions of people are, by 
the action of Government, saved from what 
without itwould only too probably have been 
death by starvation. Moreover, it is neces- 
sary not only to provide for large numbers, 
but to do so in a way that will meet a very 
rapid and sudden increase, Last week's 
return of persons relieved, showed an in- 
crease in the single district of Allahabad 
from 40,000 to 98,000. Let any one at- 
tempt to realise what is implied in ‘provid- 
ing the whole machinery of Famine Relief 
for 60.000 additional people in a. week, in 
one single district, and he will admit that 
we havea right to feel some confidence in 
a system which possesses such powers of 
expansion, and to desire to retain its action 
unimpeded. If, then, Government is to 
maintain its relief works by which the 
population, as a whole, can be kept in good 
condition, ‘its poor-houses for the more 
destitute ‘poor, its gratuitous relief for the 
feeble and dependent, I hear it again asked, 
what is private charity to do? I think, 
if you will look to the definition ‘of the 
objects which we have dravn up, you 
will find that through them all we 
invoke the exercise of individual. effort. 
It is by the work of individuals, officials 
and non-officials, of men and women work- 
ing among those who know and trust them, 
that we can hope to discover where com- 
forts beyond the subsistence ration become 
anecessity, where domestic privacy conceals 
misery and starvation, where we can do 
something to make up to the orphan for the 
loss of a father’s care, to the honest man of 
an independence he valued well-nigh as 
highly as his life. (Applause.) ‘This is a 
work thoroughly in accord with the best 
traditions of Indian cbarity—a charity 
which has carried us through many a time 
of peril, and only fails us when under 
severe pressure the sources on which it ordi- 
narily depends run dry. Indian charity has 
not now been inactive, and in many cases 
what we have to do is to supplement and 
encourage its work. There exist in many 
centres local Committees which will be the 
backbone of any organisation that we now 
create. ‘They heve been working in con- 
cert with the Locai Governments, and their 
number can, I doubt not, be increased, if 
need be. I’ cannot too ‘strongly impress 
upon you my sense of the importance of 
Jaying the full responsibility for the actual 
administration of charitable funds, on those 
who are in a position to act with knowledge 
of the local circumstances. Any attempt at 
minute control over all India from one cen- 
tre, will result in Inmentable fui 
therefore, earnestly hope th 

ance with the scheme of organisation which: 
will be submitted to this meeting, the for- 
mation of Provincial Committees will follow 
closely on the formation of the Central 
Committee here to-day; and that the 
principles of action being once laid down 
the Provincial Committee will be allowed 
the amplest discretion in the management 
of their own funds. Those funds will 
consist, in the first place, of all subscrip- 
tions which the donors desire should be ex- 
clusively devoted to their own province, and 
in the second place, of the proportion of the 
general fund which may be allotted to 





things, discovered by us for this emergency; | the province by the Central Committee. 
weinberit in them the labours of generations | The General Fund should consist of the 
of statesmen, and the experience of men | money entrusted to the Central Committee, 


who have grappled with the foe and have 


overcome him. They originate, I think, | 


either by those in India who desire to give 
help wherever it is most required, or by 


in the fact that it is impossible to predict | those in England and elsewhere who cannot 
of any single year that famine will not | from so great a distance determine them- 


come, or the magnitude of the disaster 
when it does come. That means that an 





selves where the great need may be. I feel 
certain that this division and definition of 


adequate organistion must be ready before- | duties from the first will promote efficiency 


hand to cope with it; and obviousl: 


no and prevent waste. The Central Committee 


organisation can be continuously ready to in the collection of subscriptions, and.in the 
cope with an Indian famine, except oue for determination of their allocation, will have 
which Government makes itself responsible. enough to do to tax the energies of the most 
The numbers alone make anything else devoted workers, and a duty which only 
impracticable. We read of 1} millions of body of a representative character, with the 
people being on relief works, and we know ; fullest sense of its responsibility, can ade- 
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‘In the Provincial Com- , in the form of money relief must tend to 


nately di 
Ahiltees they will Gnd not rivals, but allies, raise prices, and thet, if millions are to be 
who: will bring. to the whole system the thus relieved, there is very grave danger 


elasticity on which its success will mainly | that the rise will be heavy, or that he does 
depend. I scarcely think, ladies and gentle- | not understand that evea present prices | 
men that it is necessary for me to promise mean starvation for daily growing multi- 


The HC. Herald and S. C. & C. Gasette. 


the help and co-operation of Government tudes? 
and its officers in every department of this 
work, My honourable friend, Sir John 
‘Woodburn, last week paid ajust tribute to the 
spirit in which local officers (by which I am 
gure heieant all Tocl oficer, native and 
Enropean) are meeting the call made upon 
them. We know by only too sad an exper- 
ience thst they do not hesitate to risk health, 
and strength, and even life itself, and I am 
confident that their assistance and co-opera~ 
tica will be readily and fally given towards 
employing to the best advantage, the fund 
we are about to raise. Those who control 
public affairs and public money must be 
Content. sometimes to appear cold and cal- 
culsting, for it is part of their duty to iguore 
their personal feelings. But warm hearts 
beat under official waistcoats, and I believe 
fow welcome an opportunity like this more 
than those who habitually wear the chains 
of oficial constraint And) what is this 

ity? I can only peak for myself, 
PERT howd consider thar T had il used 
the ‘advantages of the last three years, 
i{ I could view unmoved the sufferings 
of @ people whose patient and content- 
ed disposition in a lot that has few 
pleasures and many hardships, has often 
filled me with tion. (Applause.) I 
rajlee to eee a, wave of sympathy sweep- 
ing away all distinctions of class, race, 
creed or opinion. (Applause.) ‘The ery 


F 
Ind we know finds © ready response in the 
busy streets of London, of Glasgow, and in 
the crowded manuftctories of “Lancashire, 
‘and will, T believe, not be heard withou 
avail in tho rural village, the highland glen, 
or in any ofthe distant regions to which our 
countrymen have, carried thee energy aod 
irpatriotiam. (Applause.) It isasympatl 
which is twice bless, whitch, bleses bith 
that gives and him thet takes—and as such 
Tcan safely leave it in your hands. (Loud 
‘and continued applause.) 


Commenting upon this speech the Friend 
of India says — 


‘The Viceroy’s eloquent and sympathetic 
‘of Thursday afternoon will be rea 
hout India with a sense of profound 

thankfulness, and that for a two-fold reason. 
Coupled with His Excellency’s recent em- 
phatic recognition of the responsibility of 
the Government for saving of life, the proof 
it affords that the scales have at last fallen 
from his eyes amounts to an assurance that 
the country has been saved from at least one 
Glement of grave and imminent danger. 
Whether the Government should succeed, 
or whether it should fail, in the great duty 
it has taken.on itself, the fear that existed, 
only a few days.ago, that it would fail 
through blindness to the magnitude of the 
emergency is, there is good reason for 
hoping, a thing of the past. We could only 
wish that the Viceroy had. ised, orthat 
we felt confident os = by a in the near 
future recognise, the folly of looking to 
private trade alone to import into Tadis' the 
‘vast quantities of grain that will have to be 

imported, if the millions of whom he speaks 
are really to be savedalive. We are con- 
vinced that it is not twice or three times 
1} millions as anticipated by Lord Elgin, 
but more probably ten times 1} uillions, 
that will have to be fed by the State, if 
they are to be saved, and that before many 











for | 
hy that “rings in our ears in this | {> 















}THE SALE OF OFFICIAL RANK. 
December when the Emperor commanded | 
the Board of Revenue to report upon the | 
| recommendation of two Censors to stop | 
| altogether the sale of official rank, all the 
' members of that Board were favourable to 
the idea except H-E. Chang Yin-huan, 
j the Chinese Senior Vice-President. The 
principal argument adduced by the Censors 
was that “it was dangerous to entrust the 
administration of the law to people who | 
were not literary graduates and, therefore, 
not to be depended upon to expound the 
rites and proprieties of the ancient sage.” 
To this H.E. Chang retorted that it had 
already been abundantly proved that. there 
were men of remarkable talents and sterling 
integrity in the ranks of non-graduates, 
and, further, that there were just’ as many 
dishonest and unworthy officials who 
possessed literary degrees as amongst 
| those who had no literary rank at all. Be- 
|ing himself a chinshih or Metropolitan 
| graduate, B.E. Chang could not be twitted 

j for standing on the side of non-graduates, 

{on the ground of holding no high literary 

rank himself. An appeal was then made 

Prince Kung by the majority to| 
ask his Highness to use his influence’ with 

| H.E: Chang, and so obtain a unanimous 

report to the Throne recommending the 

| stopping for ever of the sale of oficial | 
‘ranks. “They were again non-plussed by 

jhis Highness declaring that his views 
were similar to H.E. Chang, “that in the 
present need of money by the Govern- 
ment, it was highly inadvisable to close 
| any door of revenue, no matter how small 
the sum may be. Indeed, instead of clos- 

ing any avenues of income, it was supreme- 

ly necessary to devise new methods of 
revenue,” ete. A compromise was at Jast 
made by simply stopping the sale of Tuotai 
and prefectural ranks and allowing the sale 
f others to go on as usual. In order to pre- 
| vent furthercomment and obstruction, H.E. j 
| Chang finally consented to join his’ name 
tothe other Vice-Presidents and Presidents 
of his Board in their report to the Throne. 

| Unless a ian possesses a blue button (Tio- 

| tai or prefect’s grade) no matter. what may 
be his abilities (or wealth) he has no chance 

of holding a responsible post, especially 

where international intercourse is concern 

ed, the promotions here being more rapid 

jthan in other branches of the Public 
|Service. Hence the eagerness of all 
 non-gradustes, who are able to pay down 

| from Tis. 10,000 to Tis. 15,000, to pur- 

| chase the rank of Taotai as the first step 

| to power and trust, and the jealousy of the 
[literary gentlemen at Peking to stop the 
| privilege of purchase, thereby retaining 

| these posts and appointments for their own 
‘elas, and closing the doors to outsiders. 

As a matter of fact, amongst the expectant 
‘Taotais inthe Empire, seven-tenths ate non- 
literary graduates, or, at most, only lice 
tistes—and these only stand in the ratio 
of one in four—while those of higher lite- 
rary rank amongst the balance of three- 
tenths, may be said to have attained their 


























It is reported from Peking that last ; 


weeks have passed; and we are convinced ; present Taotai’s rank by: slow promotion 
that, should present policy of abstention | from the ranks of the district magistrates 
trom importation be persisted in, it will be | f the country. Hence the jealousies with 
possible tor these millions to be fed by, | which Chijjens, Chinshiks and Hanlins, re- 
or at the expense of, the State, only, if, gard those who have so far maintained 
at all, at the cost of a rise in prices their ranks and position by ability—or 
which ‘will mean acute distress throughout | wealth. 

India among all but the wealthiest classes 

3s it posible that His Excellency does 








not eee that, in the absence of equivalent 
importations of food, every. rupee spent 
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THE NEW RAPID. 





‘This latest freak of our treacherous river 
remains as great an obstruction to the 
trafficas ever. All cargo has to be tran- 
shipped and carried a mile by coolies over 
the intervening rocks, while all passengers 


| travelling between Chungking and Ichang 


have equally to under%o the inconvenience 
and delay of transferring themselves and 
their belongings to a new boat. This 
delay in their esse amounts to two or 
three days, but in the case of cargo it 
not seldom amounts to as many months. 
The owners of cargo-boats appear not yet 


Jable to make arrangements for inter- 


changing their cargoes, and hence the junks 
have to pass the rapids, which they do emp- 
tied of everything movable and reduced 
to a mere shell, but they have, upon 
arrival above or below, to take up rank 
and wait their turn and, as several hundreds 
are waiting at each end and only four or 
five junks pass up in a day, the loss of 
time, which means the pay and feeding of 
40 or 50 men to the jnnkmaster and 
correspondingly increased freights to tho 
shipper, is really appalling. 
APPEARANCE OF THE RAPID. 

For the new rapid is not like the ancient 
orthodox rapids which only demanded 
ordinary skilful navigation to be.passed in 
comparative safety. ‘The new obstruction 
is a terrific torrent, in appearance much 
like the whirlpool ‘rapid below Niagara 
Falls. The whole volume. of the mighty 
Yangtze, compressed into a channel eighty 
yards wide, is dammed back and escaping 
through this narrow channel in_a slope o} 
some ten feet fall, rushes down at a 
tremendous pace in huge foaming breakers. 
Below, where the river expands again, are 
hideous whirlpools which ave linble to catch 
up a descending junk and hurl her against 
the rocks. We ourselves witnessed a bi 
salt-jank, empty of course, thus caught. 
She ‘struggled over an hour going up in 
the eddy, descending the rapid only to be 
caught up again, shipping small sens each 
time. At length the efforts of sixty men 
straining at her big oars and yulohs succeed 
ed in extricating her. Towing up, all 
deponds on the security of the biinboo 
towlines, a large empty junk taking 400 
men to haul her through, literally: inch by 
inch. The trackers go along the top of a wall 
of rock, now about sixty feet above the 
river level, the junk being underneath 
and out of their sight. Tt is against this 
jagged rock wall that descending junks 
are liable to be thrown by the current 
if they escape the whirlpool on their left, 
On the eve of the Chinese New Year 
a junk rowed by eighteen 'mon was caught 
by the eddy on the right, before the des- 
cent was completed, and dashed against 
these rocks. Six’ lives were saved by the 
red boats but twelve were lost. Safety 
lies in descending the rapid in the centro 
where the compression has arched the 
water and piled it up high, above the level 
of the eddies on exch side; to hit this 
centre the descending junk has to steer 
between a gap in the reef over which the 
water falls before it forms the rapid. © The 
reef was harmless originally, as the main 
body of the river lay to the south of it : 
now the new Iand-slide has. pushed up to 
this reef, and over and through it the 
whole river now passes. 

‘THE ORIGIN OF THE RAPID 
has already been described ; it is a huge 
Iand-slide on the south shore, about half- 
a-mile wide and three times as deep, which 
has become detached from the mountain 
that bounds the river valley on the south 
and has slid forward into the water, nar- 
rowing the channel by two-thirds. | The 
moving land is composed of irregular 
blocks of sandstone detritus embedded in 
astiff'red loam. The face of the moun- 
tain from which this detritus. has beconie 
detached forms a vertical cliff.some eight 
qumdred. feet high. “The cause. of’ the 
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“slide” appears to have’ been the wash- , 
ing out of the earth beneath this hill { 
of detritus by the continnous rains last 
autumn, ‘Thus undermined, a subsi- 
dence took place, the loosely composed 
foothill broke away from the solid mountain 
against which it leaned and slid forward 
into the ‘river bed, forming a point (at a 
‘spot where formerly existed the quiet bay 
known as HEFT, (the Dragon's pool), 
which now runs out to mect an old reef of 
rocks on the south shore, thus almost 
completely barring the river. The slide 
occurred in the night, on the twenty-third 
day of the eighth moon, but the occupants 
of the various farms which cover the 
surface ‘were warned by ominous rum- 
blings and crackings the day before and 
so had tiie to clear out: nob so the 
inhabitants of a valley just above, through 
which flows an affluent of the Yangtzse 


called ~\JZT.. Here a navigable river was 
entirely dammed across, and the navi- 
gation now goes no farther than the 
foot of the landslide about 5 miles 
in, and over which the stream now 
descends in a fine waterfall, Sixty people 
lie buried in the débris. The loss of life 
in the new rapid itself is estimated by the 
Yiinyang magistrate in charge of the new 
town which has sprang up there, at over 
1,000 in the past three months. Indeed it 
‘ought not to be navigated at all until the 
obstruction is removed. Asan inscription 
now placed a mile above the rapid to warn 
descending boatmen who may be ignorant 
of its existence states, it is a “vicious 
wpid.”” This inscription, conspicuous in 


big white characters, runs E38 HH By. 


ut 
“A new bad rapid has newly arisen.” 
REMOVAL OF THE OMSTRUCTION. 

Tn any other country but China imme- 
Giate steps would have been taken to re- 
move such a dangerous impediment to the 
navigation, and the latest resources of 
science would have been called in to help. 
As it is, the salt guild of Luchou, whose 
i have been the greatest sufferers, 
;tined permission from the Viceroy 
of the province (Szechuan) to do what 
they can with manual labour only, and, 
in consequence, for the past month 1,000 
or more labourers have been at work 
chipping stone and transporting the broken 
up material. This method is slow and 
‘sure and suits the Chinese but, of course, 
the point will not be appreciably reduced 
efore the spring rise in the water occurs 
and nothing more can be done until the 
autumn fall. It is an interesting sight to 
see the busy ant-hive swarming on the 
point, the masons in red and the nav- 
vies in yellow turbans, but it is evi- 
dent that these can only work on the 
surface and that, to remove the rock 
below water level, dynamite must be em- 
ployed. ‘The deputy in charge of the work 
‘sees this but has no authority. At the same 
time it is surprising to see how much has 
been done. A triangle, or to speak more 
aceurntely. a conic section, measuring rough- 
ly 450 x 150 x 20 feet, ‘has been already 
broken up and carried away and thrown into 
the bight below the point, thus adding 50 
yards to the river's width after it shall have 
risen fifteen or twenty feet above its present 
winter level, but, as the river is, no im- 

ovement whatever has been effected. 

‘wenty thousand taels is the sum allotted 
to the work so far, which is being expended 
at the rate of two hundred taels per diem, 
there being now in all fifteen hundred 
men engaged in the work. Meanwhile 
the loss to the merchants and junkowners 
of Szechuan is at least two hundred taels 
per day: for demurrage and porterage, 
an estimated increase of one to two per 














cont in the cost of all goods entering 
and leaving the province. ‘The Viceroy has 
certainly forbidden the use of dynamite : | 


yang being the féngsini of the capital as 
the black rock’ is that of Paoming) or 
whether it is an excuse not to be driven to 
“foreign” aid, I leave to those to decide 
who understand Chinese better than does 
your correspondent 

aaL 


‘Yiinyang, Szechuan, 9th February. 





CHINA AND THE POSTAL UNION. 


—__+__ 


1 
Adverting to our remarks in our article 


of the 19th instant to the effect that 
“China had joined the Union and is 
only waiting with laudable caution to see a 
thorough trial of its organisation before 
undertaking international work,” we now 
publish a translation of the Circular Note 
addressed to the Postal Union Countries 
by the Swiss Federal Council informing 
them of China’s present partial and even- 
tual full adhesion to the Union :— 


Berne, 22nd June, 1896. 
Monsieur le Ministre, 

We have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that by a note dated the 15th of 
April last, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of China at Peking has communicated to 
us that his Government has the intention, 
while organising an Imperial Postal Service, 
to admit without farther charge from the 
Ist of January, 1897, correspondence 
franked at union rates destined to a certain 
number of Chinese localities, and to request: 
later on that China shall be admitted into 
the Universal Postal Union. 

We believe that we cannot do better 
than give hereunder a translation of the 
Note in question :— 

“The Ministers of Foreign Affairs inChina 
have the honour of informing the honour- 
able Swiss Federal Council that an Imperial 
Decree has just ordered the establishment 
of a Postal Service, to function primarily at 
Peking and the ports open to foreign trade, 
‘and to be developed by degrees as cir- 
‘cumstances permit. ‘Their attention having 
been drawn to the existence of the Postal 
Union, its great utility and the admir- 
able manner in which it is administered 
by the Swiss government, its delegate, 
and considering that all the Powers with 
which China has concluded Treaties are 
member of this Union, and that the adhe- 
sion of China to the Union cannot but be 
to the general advantage, the Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs beg, accordingly, to notify 
the honourable Swiss Federal Council of 
the intention of the Chinese Government 
to establish a Postal Service, and, later 
on, to join the Postal Union ; but as the 
Imperial Postal Service is a new creation, 
and its organisation will require a more or 
less long period; the date at which China 
proposes to give her formal adhesion 
and accept the accompanying duties and 
responsibilities cannot be fixed until 
later on, after it is decided that the 
Service is working properly. Meanwhile, 
the Tsungli Yamén, that is, the Ministers 
of Foreign Affairs, wish cognisance to be 
now taken of China’s intention to join the 
Postal Union, and declare for the inform- 
ation of the honourable Federal Council 
and the members of the Union, that from 
the Ist of January, 1897, correspondence 
coming from countries that are members 
of the Union will, from the Ist of January, 
1897, on its arrival at Peking, New- 
chwang, Tientsin, Chefoo, Chungking, 
Tchang, Shasi, Hankow, Kiukiang, Wu- 
hu, Chinkiang, Shanghai, Soochow, Hang- 
chow, Ningpo,  Wenchow, Foochow, 
‘Amoy, Swatow, Canton, Eoihow (Kiung- 
chow), Pakhoi, Lungchow, and Méngtze, | 
be received, transmitted, and distributed | 
by the offices of the Imperial Post at | 
these points, free of all supplementary 
postal charges. 

“As additional post offices are established 

















is at the outset attached to the Service 
of the Imperial Maritime Customs, and 
laced under the direction of the Inspector- 
eneral of Customs; its delegate in Europo 
for all postal questions is the Commissioner 
of Customs Mr. J. D. Campbell, resident 
in London, to whom all questions as to 
| details or necessary information should 
addressed. 
“* We have the honour, etc.” . 
We avail ourselves of this occasion, eto. 
‘The President of the Confederation, 
(Signed), Lacmases. 
‘The Chancellor of the Confederation, 
(Signed) Rryorrr. 
‘To his Excellency, 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs. 





THE HEROINE OF HAWORTH. 
-— 

“Would you care to go over to 
Haworth ?” asked a friend we were lately 
visiting in Yorkshire ; ‘the Bronté Museum 
is on View just now.” 

But the distance was thirty miles, the 
weather was hot, and our time was short ; 
moreover, our Bronté lore was limited to 2 
school-time surreptitious reading of the 
forbidden Jane Eyre and Villette, and an 
almost as early reading of Mrs. Gaskell’s 
Life of Currer Bell ; so we declined our 
hostess’s proposal. 

But now I lay down the recently pub- 
lished memoir, Charlotte Bronté and her 
Circle, feeling that no press of time, or heat 
of weather, or any other hindrance what- 
soever would again prevent my seizing such 
an opportunity. These hithertounpublis 
letters, ably edited by Mr. Shorter, stir » 
sympathetic interest and heartfelt admira-. 
tion for the heroine of Haworth for which 
the actual story in its uneventfulness seems 
hardly to account. Much of this sympathy 
and admiration is doubtless due to the 
writer’s perfect unconsciousness of any 
claim to such a tribute ; while her almost 
morbid consciousness as to her self-ascribed. 
deficiencies is not the least, pathetic point 
in the picture. 

Here for instance is her record of her 
introduction to her literary Titan, Thacke- 
ray, ‘‘the first of modern masters,” “the 
high-priest of truth,” in her estimation ; 
“When Mr. Thackeray was announced, 
‘and looked up at his tall figure and heard 
his voice, I could only be certain the 
cident was not a dream because I becamo 
miserably destitute of self-possession. Woe 
to him that thinks of himself in the pre- 
sence of intellectual greatness ! Had I not 
been obliged to speak, I could have man- 
aged well; but it behoved me to answer 
when addressed, and the effort was torture 
—Ispoke stupidly.” Elsewhere she writes : 
“Though many doors of knowledge are for 
ever shut to me—though I must grope my 
way in the dark where such writers as 
Dickens and Thackeray have only. to lift 
the veil in the temple of truth, and come 
forth to tell what they have seen—yet with 
every disadvantage, I mean still, in my own 
contracted way, todomy best. Imperfect my 
best will be, and poor, and compared with the 
f the true masters—especially of that 
modern master whom I reverence 
‘all my strength—it will be trifling, at 

ot 
























grea 
with, 
I trust not affected or counterfeit 
yy how many was the writer's Jane 

iyre at first ascribed to this her intellec- 
tual idol ! 

Tt is deeply interesting to read, from an- 
other's point of view, of Miss Bronté’s:in- 
troduction to'Thackeray as described inthe 
animated “Reminiscences” of his daughter, 
Mrs. Ritchie, quoted in this book: the 
excitement mingled with awe as the whole 
‘Thackeray household awaited (‘and my 
father,” says Mrs. Ritchie, ‘rarely waited”) 
the renowned visitor—the entrance of the 
literary lioness of the day in the form of “a 
y, delicate little lady with fair atraight 









whether it is true, as stated, that and the Postal Service is developed, notice hair and steady eyes, looking somewhat 


he’ fears an 


n explosion at Ytinyang will will from time to time be given for general over thirty, and dressed in a little barége, 
blow up his. yamén at Chéngtu (Yiin- | information. The Imperial Postal Service ! green-flowered din ‘ mittens, 
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silence and seriousness.’ Her absolute 


abashment in the presence of the cclebri- 
ties convened to enjoy her society and do 
her honour,—Carlyles, Procters, ete.—is 
graphically told. 

“Tt was a gloomy anda silent evening. 
All waited for the brilliant conversation 
which never came at all. Miss Bronté 
seated in & retired spot, murmured a low 
word now and then to our governess. At 
last a lady from among the expectant group 
‘was driven to utter the commonplace; “Do 
you like London, Miss Bronté? ‘Another 
silence, and Miss Bronté answers ‘Yes, and 
no,” very gravely. And no sooner has she 
departed than the host of the evening, over- 


ford, 





few deys equalled in degree and excellenco 


jall that London yielded during a month’s 


sojourn. Edinburgh compared to London 
is like a vivid page of history compared 


|to a large dull treatise on political 


economy... .. As to Melrose and Abbots- 
jo very names possess magic and 
At Ambleside, as a guest of Miss 








musi 


| Martineau, she meets Matthew Arnold, 


‘striking and prepossessing in appearance, 
but displeasing from his apparent foppery. 
‘The shade of Dr. Arnold seemed to frown 
on his young representative; but ere 
long I found some genuine intellectual as- 
pirations and high intellectual attainments 
displaced superticial affectations. He 


whelmed by theconstraintoftheatmosphere, ; betrayed his theological opinions to be very 
is seen by his daughter to steal from the | vague and unsettled. How unfortunate 


houre en route for his club ; though invited | for him the early death of his father.” | 


guests, in full evening dress, were even yet | She thus comments on her famous sister- 


arriving. 


novelist: ‘*I have read Miss Austen's 


But Miss Bronté, in spite of the suffering | Emma with interest and the degree of 
of such an ordeal, seems to have had no | admiration she would have thought sensible 
desire to accustom herself to distinguish- | and suitable. Anything enthusiastic, ener- 


ed_ environment. 
writes 





Three years later she | getic, poignant, heartfelt, would be out of 
“Mr. Thackeray lias several times | place ‘Peoumending her works. There is a 
offered to introduce me to some of his great | Chinese fidelity, 


‘miniature - delicacy 


friends " (he was at the time delivering his | in the painting: her business is not half 
famous lectures, and “the pet and darling” | so much with the human heart as with 


of duchesses and marchionesses galore) | human eyes, mouth, hands, and fee! 





“but I cannot see that this sort of ! what throbs fast and full, though hidden 


society produces so good an effect upon 


him as to tempt mo to try the same is the seat of life, and sentient target | 


experiment—so I remain obscure.” “It 
yas proposed to me,” she says else- 
where, “to meet Charles Dickens, Lady 
Morgan, Mesdames Trollope and others; 
but I know such introductions would in- ‘ 
volve & degree of notoriety I was not dis- 
posed to incur—so I declined with thanks.” | 

Yet were her conversational powers, 
when not thus stifled by timidity, quite | 
exceptional. “If not beautiful,” we read | 
of her, “‘she possessed a singular charm of 
manner, an exhilarating flow of conversa 
tion, which carried intelligent men off 
their feet. Among her offers of marriage 
(four at least) oné came from a gentleman 
who had met her only once, but this was 
in’her quiet home, where, as she writes in 
narrating the affair to her special con- 
fidante, “as ig know I talk with ease, 
unoppressed by that miserable munvaise 
honte that constrains me elsewhere, 

Nor was the great novelist’s opinion of 
ba ear in anywise affected by her social 
difidence. It is gratifying, in view of her 
ardent admiration for himself, to read his 
eloquent estimate of Currer Bell: “She 
seemed an austere little Joan of Arc 
marching in upon us and rebuking our 
easy lives and easy morals. She gave me 
the impression of being a pure, lofty, high 
minded person ; s great and holy reverence 
of right and truth seemed with her always. 
Who, in reading her books, has not 
admired the artist's noble English, the 
burning love of truth, the bravery,” sim- 
Plicity, indignation at wrong, the eager 





sympathy, pious love, and reverence, the 
Passionste honour, so to speak, of the 
woman.” 


Although Miss Bronté’s letters bear some 
marks of the stilted style prevalent in her 
day, when perhaps atnong other causes, more 
leisurely living and the cost of postage gave 
a studied formality and almost, solemnity 
to such intercourse, yet we think that as a 
correspondent alone, our heroine would 
have earned exceptional prestige. Whether 
touching on matters literary or artistic, 
deseribing person or plsee, remarking on 
political event or social rg her letters 
to her chief correspondent in the outside 
world, Mr Williams, abound in passages of 
keen observation, descriptive power, epi 

matic precision. While with her life- 
Yong friends, Miss Nussey and Miss Taylor 
hor correspondence reveals rich reserves of 
womanly affection and tender sympathy 
underlying demeanour usually calm almost 
to coldness. 

Bere isa note from Edinburgh : “I found 





—what the blood rushes through—what 


of death—this Miss Auston ignores.” 
We have a portrait of Cardinal Wiseman, 
taken at a meeting of the Society of ‘St. 
Vincent de Paul and sent home to the 
Ionely Yorkshire Rectory, during ono of her 
rare absences from her’ bereft and aged 
father : “He is a big portly man with not 
merely a double but a treble and quadruple 
chin; he has a very large mouth with oily 
lips, and looks as if he could relish a good 
dinner with a bottle of wine after it. He 
came swimming into the room smiling, 
simpering and bowing like a fat old Indy, 
and sat down very demure in his chair, 
looking the picture of a sleek hypocrite 
He was dressod in black like a Bishop 
in plain clothes, but wore scarlet gloves 
and a brilliant scarlet waisteoat ; a bevy of 
inferior priests surrounded him, many of 
them very sinister-looking men. The 
Cardinal spoke ina smooth whining manner, 
just like a canting Methodist preacher. ‘The 
‘audience seemed to look up to him as a God, 
and a spirit of the hottest zeal pervaded the 
meeting. All the speeches turned on the 
necessity to strain every nerve to make 
eonverts to popery. Let’ Protestants look 
to it!” 

These letters to her father, in which she 
sometimes tells him of the attentions shown 
her by the great and noble of the London 
world—the courtesies of the Marquis of 
Westminster and tho Earl of Ellesmere, 
the breakfast with Samuel Rogers, the 
visit to the Crystal Palace under escort 
of Sic David Brewster—‘‘not to boast, 
but to give you pleasure”—are full of 
solicitude for his comfort, and messages 
to “Tabby,” the faithfal friend 
factotum of the modest Haworth ménage. 
And it seems to us that for all time 




















the highest rank in literary records, as illus- 
trating how a womanly devotion to the 
lowly duties and gentle ministries of do- 
mestic life, may consist with the exercise of 

‘ery gift we may possess for influencing a 
wider sphere. And certainly she points 
this moral with the greater force that it was 
not only with the customary duties and 
ministries of an English lady's home she 
had to do. Her graphic records tell of 
often even menial drudgery, amid pressing 
poverty, bodily weakness, mental depres- 
sion, family distress and disgrace, desola- 
ting’ bereavement, vwell-nigh paralysing 
social stagnation, before which heart and 
flesh might as’ well have failed. Her 
chief support through all was manifestly 
the deep confidence in God which breathes 








here such a charm of situation and associa- 
tion that the enjoyment experienced ina 


through even the saddest of her letters. 
She writes on the death of her only bro- 


and | 


Charlotte Bronté must hold a high, if not! 





ther : “As I looked on his noble face (for 
nature had favoured him with a fairer ex- 
terior than his sisters) I realised the in- 
adequacy of even genius to lead to true 
greatness, unaided by religion and prin- 
ciple.” And again a few months Jater, one 
beloved sister dead, the other dying: “I 
cannot help feeling much depressed at 
times about dear Anne; I try to leave 
all in God’s hands ; to trust in His good- 
ness ; but faith and resignation are difficult 
to practise under some circumstances.” 

4nd when the last blow fell, and this 
cherished companion was taken’ from her, 
we find these touching words: ‘I feel to 
my deep sorrow, to my humiliation, that I 
am unable to bear the canker of constant 
solitude. Even intellect and imagination 
will not dispense with the ray of domestic 
cheerfulness, the gentle spur of family dis- 
cussion ; all through the night's memory is 
sad and relentless. But this is my cup, and 
must drink itas others have 4 unk theirs” 
‘And so, to use her own simple words, 
“‘she did her best ;” and did that best so 
well and bravely, that Charlotte Bronté’s 
“circle,” once limited to that little ever- 
dwindling home and a few faithful friends, 
will we are sure continue to extend its limits 
so long as thero are men and women able 
to appreciate a genius so great that no ex- 
ternal barriers could restrain it, united to 
a character so true that neither sonow or 
success could prevail to mar its simple 
beauty. 








Auice Janz Mureueap. 
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BREWINGS OF OLD DIARY 
LEAVES. 
—— 

MIXED IDEAS. 

“But in his way lights on the barren 

plains 

Of Sericana, where Chineses drive 

With sails and wind their cany waggons 

light. 

Tar careful reader of Paradise Lost will 
observe that the quotation above does 
not refer to Satan, but to a vulture with 
which he is compared. Milton’s inspira- 
tion here was doubtless derived from 
Heylin’s Cosmography where it is said, 
“agreeable unto the observation of 
modern writers, the country is so plain 
and level that they have carts and 
coaches driven with sails, as ordinarily 
as drawn with horses in these parts.” 
Who these modern writers were, the 
reader must judge for himself. Certainly 
a very pleasing idea is left upon the 
mind of posterity by their “ observation.”? 
Light, horseless vehicles tacking to and 
fro—to port and to starboard—over a 
waterless sea of smooth roads, managed 
by sailors, who, whatever they may have 
been, were certainly not “old salts.” 
The picture is so charming, ideal, en- 
chanting, that it were fee-simple vanda- 
lism to smash it with a few painful facts 
of groaning, stridulous wheelbarrows, 
springless mule carts, garlicky and other- 
wise insanitary coolies, with frightfully 
| bumpy thoroughfares. In the lines how- 
‘ ever there really does exist an infinitesi- 
imal atom of reality which may be said 
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to “press the batton.” Poetic license 
does the rest. 

Ever since the time of the great poet, 
there have been periodic contributions 
to the world’s stock of information about 
China, that are equally misleading. 
Not that the writers of books have 
intended to deceive the reading public ; 
but wrong impressions have been created, 
and worst of all, will never be obliterat- 
ed, in our generation at least. 

‘Turn we now our attention to the 
sources from which mixed ideas emanate. 

‘The earlier authors of works on China 
had reasons of their own for making the 
country appear as promising as possible. 
These need not be mentioned ; but i 
was perfectly natural, evea if not moral- 
ly right, that these men should draw a 
little on their imaginations in describing 
that which they had practically dis- 
covered themselves. We can easily 
imagine how “immense” the descrip- 
tion of the Grand Canal, and other 
objects of interest on the planet Mars 
would appear, if some enterprising Yan- 
kee should contrive a machine that 
would safely make the round trip {to 
our stellar neighbour, or construct a 
telescope a mile long. The latter is 
about as preposterous as a journey to 
Cathay undertaken by an ordinary mortal 
three hundred years ago. 

Secondly, many writers have gene- 
ralised too much from particulars. If 
any one will take the trouble to examine 
the parallels of latitude which bound 
China, he will discover at once the pro- 
bability of a set of different conditions 
in the various parts of this extensive 
Empire. The character of the people, 
their habits, customs, articles of diet, 
and forms of belief are about as diverse 
as those of the inhabitants of that 
part of the continent of America en- 
closed between these same parallels. 
Because the Diggor Indians relish the 
taste of worms, the world need not 
believe that Delmonico puts “cater- 
pillar soup” on his menu; or that 
the vermicelli of some boarding houses 
is the relic of = worm-eating past. 
And yet becanse a certain individual 
saw a species of familiar rodent ex- 
posed for sale in a shop at Canton, 
and heard somewhere of the canis 
edibilis, the people of this planet 
now believe that Chinese everywhere 
devour rats, mice, and dogs with the 
keenest relish. So firmly rooted is this 
erroneous opinion of the staple diet of 
this country that rats and Chinese are as 
inseparably linked as the Siamese twins. 
And what a delicious pot-pourri the 
popular conception of bird’s-nest soup is! 

In the same way others have predicat- 
ed of Chinese society as a whole what is 
true of only one class, and the half- 
starved, desperately poor sans-culottes 
have been made to represent the Chinese 
people, In’ their descriptions of the 
country, the ancient historians of China 
gave no extended account of the inhabi- 
tants, but confined their attention to the 
Court, Had Macaulay guided the pen 
in “Spring and Autamn” (3% BK) the 
career of China among the nations might 
have been entirely different. 

Many modern writers describe the 
coolie class and apply their deductions 
therefrom to the Court ; we submit that 
this is unfair. The condition, acts, and 











feelings of men in the lowest walks of 
life, who barely eke out a miserable 
existence, and who hardly ever experience 
the blessings of a full stomach, must 
necessarily differ in toto from the condi- 
tion, acts, and feeling of the well-to-do. 
This is true of every kind of people on 
the face of the earth, including the 
Chinese. 

The most irritating and even exaspe- 
rating originator of mixed ideas is the 
globe-trotter, so-called. In these days 
of cheap and rapid transit he is as 
ubiquitous as the mosquito, which he 
resembles in depth of penetration. He 
must be watched, for he has done much 
mischief. It is easy to detect his where- 
abouts for he challenges notice (also like 
the mosquito) and even seems desirous 
of being heard. Many years ago a fledge- 
ling of this brood set out on his journey 
with a view to a book, one chapter of 
which was to describe the Spanish. Svou 
after crossing the border into that 
country, he met a red-headed individual 
whom he tried to engage in conversation. 
“Whither away, my good man?” he 
enquired, in as ood Spanish as he could 
command, 

‘The red-headed man shook his head, 

Comment vous portez-rous ?”, said the 
indefatigable Smorltork. 

Another shake. 

“Where are you going this morning, 
then?” 

“Och, and its inquirin’ where I’m 
goin ye’re afther, ye spalpeen. Well, it’s 
none of yer busitiess, aud if I had me 
shillalah I'd give yea taste of Douny- 
brook for yer imperence”. 

In a chapter of the book which after- 
wards appeared, the Spanish were des- 
cribed as freckled-faced, red-headed, 
understanding with difficulty their own 
Innguage, bat speaking with fierce fluency 
‘a dialect similar in some respects to the 
people of Ireland. Books like Camera 
‘Snaps in the Orient,” or ‘ Shots on the 
Wing,” resemble the summer fruits and 
vegetables of the Long Island farmer, 
which are served up to the summer 
boarder who may imagine that he is en- 
joying farm articles of the freshest kind, 
until a discovery of huge piles of empty 
tin cans behind the barn, sternly recalls 
the proximity of the New York canning 
factories and the cheapness of job lots 
of Inst year’s output. 

Again, there isa class of individuals 
who have lived a long time in China 
and travelled considerably on steamers. 
‘They have touched at ail the principal 
ports but have rarely left the ship. 
‘Taking into consideration the fact that 
they have not penetrated more than two 
or three miles into the interior, it is 
simply astounding what a fund of infor- 
mation they possess, especially in the 
department of Foreign Missions. When 
this atop of the organ is turned on there 
always follows 2 long, loud burst of 
gratuitous pessimism as to the agents, 
agencies, and sphere of operation along 
this line. 

There was once a schooimaster who 
asked a pupil entering his class what 
books he had studied. 

“Oh,” eagerly replied he, “I have 
been through geography, history and ”— 
“Not so fast,” said the pedagogue, “that 
is all very well, but what I wish to 
know is, how much bes been through 


you.” 








This enumeration may be said in one 
sense at least, to exhaust the sources 
from which wrong impressions of China 
and the Chinese are divided. But the 
penumbra which has hung around the 
brains of those who haven ever visited 
the country, is gradually fading in the 
clear light of substantial information, 
China and her-really noble people are 
not the same queer, picturesque, and 
amusing objects that they were to the 
uninformed West a few decades 

Ifshe has been dull and slow in the 
past, there is a dignity about her dullness 
that challenges the admiration of the 
world. Apart from the blandishments of 
self-seeking contractors, there was much 
real honour bestowed upon Li Hung- 
chang in Europe and America, which 
shows that the eyes of people at home 
have been opeued by the recent war 
with Japan as to the real worth and 
possibilities of this Empire, Whilst that 
War was a temporary defeat for China, 
it served as a dispeller of mixed ideas 
on the part of Europeans as well as 
Chinese. It was a good medicine all 
round except for Japan, the tail of whose 
coat is now so long that the German 
Minister cannot “shoo” a couple of 
schoolboys off a exrriage drive without 
offending the natioual dignity. 











FIRE At THE GOVERNMENT 
OFFICES IN HONGKONG. 


Soon after nine o'clock yesterday morning 
a telephone message was received at tho 
Central Police Station from Government 
House stating that the Government Build- 
ings were on fire. On receipt of this rather 
alarming news the Fire Brigade, under the 
Hon. F. H. May and Mr. Corcoran, turned 
out in full force and in an almost incredibly 
short time they wero at the scene of the 
outbreak, while a large staff of police, under 
Inspector Baker, also promptly turned out. 
Happily the fire was not in itself serious, 
but it was quite serious enough, for if it had 
gained a few moments’ more headway it is 
most probable that a considerable part of 
the Offices would have been destroyed. The 
fire was caused by the upsetting of a pot of 
tar which was being boiled on the roof of 
the verandah near the south-east corner 
of the building. For some time past con- 
siderable repairs have been in progress to 
the entire roof of the structure, and the 
work had so far been completed that tho 
tiles were being coated with tar, the said 
tar being boiled in a pot on the top of tho 
roof in close proximity to the workmen. 
We do not know whether the head officials 
were ignorant of this highly dangerous 
procedure, or whether they acquiesced in it 
in order to’ facilitate the progress of the 
work by saving the Chinese coolies the 
trouble of taking the boiling liquid from 
the ground to the roof, but bo that as it 
may, it is to be hoped the practice will be 
at once stopped. As soon as the pot over- 
turned, the tar caught fire and xan under 
the tiled roof and instantly set the rafters 
ablaze. With as auch haste as possible 
two messengers and two coolies got out tho 
fire hose from the despatch box which is 
always kept in the building, and with the 
assistance of two or three overseers in the 
Public Works Department, they played a 
plentiful supply of water upon the burning 
material. Volumes of smoke issued from 
the roof and attracted the attention of 
Sergeant Collinson, who was on duty at 
Government House, and he immediately 
telephoned tothe Central Police Station. 

‘Soon after the outbreak, the Hon. F. A. 
Cooper, Mr. H. P. Tooker, Overseers 
Coyle and Pearson, and Quartermaster- 
Sergeant Watling were on the spot and 
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they all rendered excellent service in 
preventing the spread of the flames, so 
tmuch so that by the time the Fire Brigade 
arrived there was practically no serious 
danger to be apprehended. One man, 
Inspector Fisher, of the Sanitary Depart- 
ment, had a narrow escape of very bad 
injuries. w liquid falling from 
the roof, and imagining it was water 
rushed forward in order to save a number of 
apers which were in the verandah. This 
Jiquid was molten lead from the top of the 
verandah, but fortunately Fisher perceived 
its real nature just in time. About nine 
rafters and other woodwork in the, roof 
were charred before the fire was finally 
extinguished, and it is stated that it will 
cost $200 to make good the damage, 
Immediately under this part of the roof 
is the Colonial Secretary's correspondence 
office, and owing to the large quantity of 
wood in the roof and verandahs, and the 
heavy stock of paper in the office this 
place, at any rate, must have been utterly 
destroyed if the fire had not been so 
Promptly checked. A large number. of 

usiness gentlemen, who were at the time 
proceeding to their offices, witnessed the 
work of ‘the firemen.—Hongkong Daily 
Press, 16th Feb. 











CYCLING IN ENGLAND. 


Botany and the bicycle are subjects not 
entirely without connection although at 
first sight it would appear that such is not 
the case. In a most interesting lecture 
given the otherday by Mr. Sowerby, Secre- 
tary of the Royal Botanic Society, it was 
clearly stated that the boom in’ cycling 
threatens the extinction of plants from 
which rubber is cultivated. It appears 
that the demand for rubber since cycling 
hecame the leading pastime of peuple, has 

on 60 enormous that a diffitlty, has 

mn in meeting the demand and in order 
to gain fortunes rapidly, cultivators of 
indiarubber plants have been doing all in 
their power to provide the necessiry raw 
material. Plants are recklessly cut down 
and the last drop of the precious fluid 
squeezed out of them. 

oe 

We have been so accustomed to tho 
anti-cycling tirades of that energetically 
abusive lady Mrs. Lynn Linton, that Iam 
absolutely astonished to find her saying a 
good thing for the pastime. In a recent 
article from her pon she announces herselé 
willing to believe that cycling in the country 
is not by any means the wicked and un- 
Jadylike pastime she considers it when 
followed in our cities, “In the country,” 
she says, ‘the cycle is a boon and a bless- 
ing to both men and women. To them 
comesthe ‘bike’ with a power of usefulness 
and a power of enjoyinent that justifies its 

‘stenes,” and s0 on, and soon. It is 
indeed pleasant to reid such wise things 
from ono who wus formerly’so radically 
apposed to cycling, as a suitable pastime 
for ladies. Thope Mrs. Lynn Linton when 
next in the country will experiment 
practically, and I warrant she will then be 
convinced ‘that the eycle is a boon and a 
blessing everywhere—both in town and 
country. 

a 


“ 
Within the bosom of almost. every road- 
mender in England, a kindly feeling to- 
wards eyelists has been carefully inspired 
and nurtured. 'Thisis an excellent state of 
affairs, for the road-menders have itin their 
poner to make things unpleasant for the 
rethren of the wheel if they so choose. 
Happily they are at peace with all cyclists. 
And in this wise. Th many districts— 
especially including such popular cycling 
roads as the Ripley Road—the riders, 
clubmen and otherwise, subscribe every 
year to a fund for providing the weary- 

_ Toad-mender with a first class-evening 
entertainment, which includes a meaj 




















consisting of those dishes nearest to the 
heard of men who toil, with sufficient 
lubrication thereof, not forgetting a bit of 
good weed wherewith to give a fragrance 
tothe dining room when the viands have 
disappeared. So well have these little en- 
tertainments been organised that we can 
boast of having almost every road-mender’s 
good wishes, and the manner in which they 
Teave a nice smooth little strip on each side 
of the road when the smashing-up opera- 
tions begin, is enough to endear them to 
the heart of every wheelman. 
Pe 
e 

A road race over a course of 165 miles, 
finishing at Melbourne, has been run off. 
‘This is one of the first long-distance road 
races attempted in Australia, and that it 
produced good racing must be the case when 
we hear that both the 50 and 100 miles 
Australian road records fell in the race. 
‘The first three riders were all on Dunlop 
tires. 


London, 8th January. 





‘What bright times we are having, to be 
sure! For a whole week, we in the 
London district have scarcely had a glimpse 
of the sun. To-day promises well, but 
King Fog and Jupiter Pluvius have had a 
rare innings and it is quite time they were 
put out. 

ae 

The following paragraph is a_ fair 
specimen of the sort of practical knowledge 
which is generally displayed’ by those 
Society journal writers who have been 
appointed to do” cycling notes. In des- 
cribing a folding bicycle the writer says: 

‘So far from detracting in any way from the 
safety of the bicycle, these bolted hinges 

‘materially to its agility!" A bic; 
with the advantage of possessing “agility” 
would be a remarkable specimen of the 
frame-maker’s ingenuity ! 

+ 





T have frequently drawn attention to the 
bad construction of cheap cycle tires and in 
the wired-on variety, it is often noticed 
that the wire is apt to rust and rot the 
material in a very short time to the disgust 
of its cwner. Of course, it is obvious that 
the wire has not been’ properly treated 
and, little as this would cost, the makers 
of low-priced goods will not go to the 
expence—wretched policy indeed. There 
are tires, however, most carefully con- 
structed in every detail with the result 
that the wires never rust—thanks to the 
most careful treatment they receive, be- 
fore being inserted in the cover. Here 

in, are we reminded of the well-known 
dictum—the best is the cheapest in the 
long run. 

+ 

‘The uses of the bike are many and 
varied, and here isan instance which should 
take alot to beat. On Monday afternoon, 
there passed down through Drury Lane a 
man evidently from Covent Garden, riding 
a bicycle and carrying a large basket of 
celery, oranges, apples, and the like. And 
what, do you suppose, was his method of 
carrying this load? Tho basket and its 
contents he had balanced upon his head and 
that, too, without the least difficulty. I 
should like to have seen his method of 
mounting—bot it is likely he had some one 
to assist him at the start. The sight of 
this young man negotiating the traffic of 
the Strand or Wellington Street, must have 
been worth seeing ! 

ae 

The Recorder of Dublin will surely find 
himself in hot water if he is not careful. 
Local cyclists hiave been rendered most in- 
dignant, and little wonder, by his extra- 
ordinary decision last week in a case, which, 
to every person of common sense appeared 





one in which substantial damages should 


have been awarded a cyclist, who had been 
run down by a heavy vehicle. “Even the 
policeman who saw the occurrence declared 
that the accident was entirely the fault of 
the driver of the-vehicle, which was not 
on its proper side at the time. But. no, 
the Recorder, who makes no. secret of the 
fact that he hates cyclists, added another 
case to his long list of injustices to wheel- 
men. Dublin cyclists are taking. up the 
matter with great energy, and are subscrib- 
ing to a fund to meet the costs of an appeal, 
which will probably result in the Recorder's 
decision being reversed, as it most certainly 
ought to be. 
ae 
Henry Osborne was a name well to the 
fore in the days when Cortis flourished, and 
as a champion, he figured if not quite so 
conspicuously as his rival, at any rate toa 
degree which has rendered his name almost 
as well-known to those who. took any in- 
terest in the pastime so many years ago, 
It is my regretful task to have to chronicle- 
poor Osborne's death, by his own hand, 
after a severe spell of adversity. He could 
find no employment—he was an engineering 
Araughtsman-for two years past, aud got 
into a depressed state of mind which led 
him to commit the rash act. Scores of men 
who knew him intimately in the old days, 
are astounded to learn that he was in such 
reduced circumstances—for Osborne did not 
publish his poverty. 
oa 
One or two well-known clubs have 
become rather displeased, because the Na- 
tional Cyclists’ Union does’ not carry out 
its programme in the manner which might 
gain the approval of the gentlemen on the 
Yomunittee of the said clubs, Now a terrific 
threat has been hurled forth that ‘‘ unless, 
ete., etc.,” the displeased clubs will sever 
their connection with the governing body. 
Whether the N. C. U, will, in consequence 
dissolve itself on the spot, or live on and 
content itself with ‘ignoring the seceders, 
remains to be seen. think the latter is 
the most likely to happen. 
et 
‘Taking advantage, no doubt, of the 
present enormous demand the employees 
of a well-known company’s Coventry works 
have gone out on strike. They demand 
higher wages, as they probably have been 
filled with the idea ‘that they too may as 
well be making a good bill out of the 
Company as the shareholders have been 
doing. It is not at all improbable ‘that 
these employees will find that they have 
made a mistake in falling out. with the 
management. Meanwhile it is not likely 
that the company will suffer, as a very large 
stook of tires are ready for delivery. 
London, 15th January. 








AN INTERVIEW WITH THE 
REV. TIMOTHY RICHARD. 


We make the following extracts from:an 
interview with the Rev. ‘Timothy. Richard, 
reported in the Christian Commonwealth :— 

THE POPULATION oF CHINA. 

« At what figure do the best authorities 

estimate the population of the Chinese 
Empire?” 
. “One extreme authority estimates the 
population as considerably over 400millions. 
Another extreme authority estimates ié 
below 300 millions ; but the most moderate 
say 380 millions.” rs 

“* What is the rate of increase ?”, 

“Not having reliable statistics, we can 
only estimate again. The best authorities 
say the population of China is the same as 
it was fifty-years ago. In other words, 
that the Chinese civilisation his reached 
the limit of its capacity to support its 
people ; which, as compared with the rato 
of increase in Tadia, means that the awful 





number of three millions perish ‘annually 
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for lack of knowiedge of how to develop | 
their vast resources. The low level of 
living among the poor in North-China, too, 
is appalling.” 

~You would say that education is 

WHAT THE CHINESE MOST NEED 
now?” 

“Yes, if you bear in mind that there 
are three other wheels which must also be 
putin, otherwise China’s chariot cannot 
move on.” 

* And what are they ?” 

“China must devise means for the ma- 
terial support of her people, and not let 
them perish by the million, as now. China 
ninst reconstruct her system of government 
0 a8 to allow far greater freedom of indi- 
vidual action. In a word, her political and 
social institutions need to, be overhauled 
altogether. ‘The Chinese mast also be in 
harmony with the will of God—seeking the 
good of theit fellow-men, instead of only 
caring for themselves and endeavouring to 
drive all foreigners out of their country as 
if they were fiends and not brothren of the 
same Father in heaven.” 

“© What has been the 


EFFECE OF THE RIOTS AND MASSACRES IN 
cninat” 

“The first effect was to stop missionary 
work in the province of Szechuan. The 
next effect was the rousing of Christian 
nations to their 'duty of protecting their 
subjects, especially those whose sole end 
was philanthropic. Another effect was the 

resentation of a memorial to the Chinese 
Bovernment by the Protestant micsionaries 
explaining what. they were actually doing, 
and challenging the Government. to a 
thorough examination of their work, being 
persuaded that the evil reports virculat 
about Christians would be found to be 
calumnies of the worst kind, and that, 
instead of deserving to be driven away as 
the enemies of China, they would be wel- 
comed as her best friends. Some of the 
lending mon in the Empire are beginning 
to realise this now, and thus the evil is 
turning out to be’ for our good. As a 
matter of fact during the last six years, 
notwithstanding the persecution, the com- 
municants have doubled in China, and the 
effect in Fukien province, where the 
massacres took place, is that 20,000 Chinese 
have come forward as fresh enquirers, 
‘asking for baptism during the Inst year.” 

“Where is tho greatest opposition to 
Christian missions in China?” 

It is in Hunan, a province where no 
missionaries are yet allowed to reside. 
Consequently the inhabitants only learn 
of missionaries from. the report of evil- 
minded men and not from what they them- 
selves have seen.” 


TILE RELIGIONS OF CHINA. 

“What do you thinks of the non-Christian 
religions of China?” 

‘They have done the grandest. work on 
Girth outside of Christendom. Filial piety 
is a noble feature of Confucianism. It also 
dwells on the importance of Benevolence, 
Righteousness, Religion, Knowledge, and 
Integrity. ‘The teaching of Buddhism about 
the superiority of moral and_ spiritual 
truths over materialism is very fine. And 
the teaching of Taoism about the forces of 
nature was an effort in the right direotion 
so far as it went. But now the three seem 
to be exhausted. They have no word 
individually or collectively to say how 
China can meet modern problems satis- 
factorily. Hence many are beginning to 
feel that the hope of China is bound up 
in some way with the prosperity of the 
Christian religion.” 

“What has been the effect on the Chi- 
nese of the Japanese victory.” 

“Je was a stunning blow. The older 
Chinamen do not understand it. They think 
that the fault lay in Li Hung-chang and 
those whom he employed. Their corruption 
is mainly dwelt on—uot the incompetence 

















of the Chinese civilisation to meet all emer- 


geacies. But the younger men now suspect 
that there are many things in Christendom 
which the Chinese can learn with advantage. 
‘The opportunity of the Christian Church 
now lies in guiding the minds of young 
China. If these are guided aright, then 
Christendom may virtually be doubled in 
extent in a generation, and the Chinese 
factor in the future progress of the human 
race will then not be a smull one.” 

“ What do you think of 

RUSSIA'S LATEST MOVE? 
Irefer to the alleged treaty betwoen the 
two countries. Do you think the treaty is 
an accomplished fact? What will be its 
effect?” 

“There cannot be any doubt that there 
is an understanding between China and 
Russia of a nature that places China to a 
very large extent in the hands of Russia. 
‘The first great gain of Russia is its political 
predominance in the Pacific; then com- 
mercial advantages will follow; and, last 
of all, although religiously Russia has done 
nothing in China so far, the line of action 
followed in Japan, in Asia Minor, and in 
her European dominions is bound to follow 
in China so far as circumstances will permit. 
If the Greek Church be the best form of 
Christianity, then Protestant Missions may 
rest on their oars; but, if the Greck has 
much to learn from Protestants, it behoves 
us to be up and doing, and’ unite our 

litical, commereial, and religious forces 

efore the Greek Church shall have any 
ower to check Christian light, Christian 
Freedom, and Christian charity. 

“When do you intend to return to 
China?” 

“Early in 1897, if possible.” 











MRS. CAREW’S SOMERSET HOME. 
sake tase 
The Wellington Weekly News in a recent 
issue had the following reference to the 
Carew case :— 
During the week theexeitement in Somer- 
set and Cornwall has been intensified by 
the receipt of fresh advices respecting the 
alleged poisoning of Mr. Carew, of Corn- 
wall, by his wife, formerly Miss Edith May 
Porch, of Somerset. The accused Indy was 
born in Glastonbury, Somerset, some thirty 
years ago, and her father, Mr. J.A. Porch, 
is now the Mayor of that place. Mrs. 
Carew was well known throughout the 
country, and whilst at horac was received 
by the best society. Under these circums- 
tances, the greatest sympathy is manifested 
toward the parents, who were prostrated 
by the receipt of the startling news, whilst 
fresh advices from Japan are awaited with 
anxiety. Mrs. Carew was in England as 
recently as tivo years since, when she came 
home from Yokohama to see her mother 
and father. ‘The event was an auspicious 
one, and her entry into the old-fashioned 
town of Glastonbury was one of triumph. 
Being known among rich and_ poor, her 
popularity had not. suffered, despite her 
long absenco from her birthplace. Upon 
her arrival at the railway station she mot 
with a most enthusiastic reception, and a 
long procession was formed to escort her to 
her own home. The town band headed 
the pageant, and the streets were resplen- 
dent with At various points, atches 
were erected, the cost being borne by the 
inhabitants." Mrs. Carew stayed at her 
ts’ home at‘Edgerley for some months, 
during which time she took advantage of the 
opportunity to renew her acquaintance with 
her friends and those who knew her. The 
enquiriesthat are beingroade in this country 
havo not, so far as can be ascertained, 
tended to produce any evidence likely to 
be of service during the trial of Mrs. Carew. 
All her friends believed her to be happy 
with her husband, and ‘they express the 
opinion that she is innocent of the terrible 
charge that she has to meet. In Yoko- 
hama she was received into the best society, 
whilst she has gained a. fair reputation a3 
i 





an amateur actress. Though the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Carew as Manager of the 
Yokohama United Club was not very lucra- 
tine, his wife had private means, which 
permitted them to fake advantage of the 
pleasures afforded by association with the 
highest and most intluential people of the 
city. Mrs. Carew’s private income is £400 
a year, and it has just been ascertained 
that Mr. Porch, her father, has annually 
sent her a cheque for £100, "It is a fact of 
some note, that the charge of murder was 
not preferred against Mrs. Carew until five 
days after the inquest on her husband. The 
decision of the Jury was to the effect that 
death was due to arsenical poisoning, no 
evidence being produced to show by whom 
it was administered. The arrest and subse- 
quent charge against her therefore caused 
mnch comment. Regret is expressed in 
this country at the action of Mr. Walford, 
one of Mrs. Carew’s counsel, who has re- 
fused to further act for the accused on 
account of her action in picking up a letter 
that was on thesolicitors’ bench, and which 
she hid in her sleeve. ‘The caso for tho 
defence has not yet been heard, but it will 
be argued on behalf of the accused lady 
that Mr. Carew was in the habit of taking 
large quantities of arsenic, and on one 
occasion nearly killed himself. The insinu- 
ation that she wished to marry:a Mr, 
Dickinson, of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank, is of course repudiated. Ropresontay 
tives of the deceased, as well as the accused. 
are making searching investigations in this 
country, but with what success cannot of 
course be stated. 








THE KURUMAYA. 
—+—— 

The Fucuko Gaho has an article on the 
life of « jinricsha man, It commences 
with afew’ remarks upon poverty, which 
it states will even compel a man to do the 
work of a horse or ox in order to provide 
sustenance for himself and family. It then 
goes on to say that the jinricsha or man 

ower cart was invented by one Idzumi 
Yosuki about 1870 and was at that timo 
first brought into practical use. At first 
only two or three vehicles were made, and a 
stand was erected for them a little to the 
south of the Nihonbashi, Tokio, with a sign 
out to attract customers. At first 
business was dull, but by degrees the 
vehicles came into favour, and are now 
to be found not only throughout Japan 
but the whole of the East. In course 
of an investigation recently made by the 
authorities, it transpired that no less than 
41,430 of these vehicles were in daily 
use in Tokio alone. When the jinricsha 
man first started to ply for hire his pay 
was comparatively good in the capital, bub 
nowadays the increased cost of the neces- 
saries of life together with the competition, 
of trams, omnibuses, ete., make his living 
a very precarious one. The article goes on 
torstate that thero is oneclass owning their 
own vehicles and another hiring them at 
the average rate of 10 sen per diem. Each 
owner of a public jinricsha has to pay 
one yen per annum for the ordinary one- 
man vehicle, and double that amount for. 
a Inowna built for two. This tax is 
collected semi-annually. The kurumaye 
has his own trate guild and a copious 
patois of his own. For example, dote means 
10 sen; kiwa 9 sen ; bando, 8 sen ; seinan, 
7 sen; ronji, 6 sen: genko, 5 sen; dari, 
4 sen} yumi, 3 sen, etc. The jinricsha 
man, known colloquially in Japan as 
shafu, (from sha, a carriage, fu, man) 
is divided into two classes; the ' kukaye 
no shefu and the tsiji machi shafue 
The first named is a man employed 
by private individuals, usually by the 
month, for whch he is paid from “5 to 
8 yen and supplied with food as well as 
being provided with a vehicle. ‘The other 
class are the men who ply for hire in the 
streets, and who stand most of the day 
idle waiting for their fares, When’ a 
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customer approaches a jinriesha stand, the 
men decide who is to take him in accordance 
with rales laid down by their guild. The 
most common is by casting lots, or by the 
game known as janken, which ‘consists of 
thrusting out two fingers, opening the 
hand or closing the fist, a game well known 
to most foreigners in Japan. The two 
fingers represent hasami (scissors) ; the 
clenched fist, ishi (a stone); and the open 
hand, Lami, a sheet of paper. Supposing 
one ‘player presents the stone and the 
other the scissors, the stone wins as 
the scissors cannot ‘cut it. On the other 
hand the scissors can cut and therefore 
beat the paper, and the paper can wrap up 
and therefore beat the stone. The winner 
of course takes the fare. The writer con- 
tinues his article by stating that a jinriesha- 
man may earn anything from 50 sen to 1 
yen per day, that is if employed all day, 
hut that as things go, it is no uncommon 
thing for a man to’ make as little as 
10 sen per day. It will thus be seen that 
they are always miserably poor and it 
is by no means uncommon to find their 
wives and families doing other worky such 
as making mateh-boxes, ete., in order to 
eke out some sort of. an existence. ‘This 
being the case it is not surprising that they 
should worry and bother foot passengers, 
especially foreigners. Although they are 
standing about idly for a good part of the 
day, their Iot can scarcely be cast in the 
most pleasant of places, and the only pity 
is that more dignified and profitable eni- 
ployment cannot be found for such « vast 
huinber of able-bodied men.—Japan Daily 
Adeertiser, 

















Baw Reports, 


HB.M’s POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 19th February. 
Before H. F, Bnapy, Esq., 
Potice Magistrate. 
R. v. Warts. 

James Watts, alias James Johnston, be- 
longing to the British ship Alice A. Leigh, 
was charged with being drunk and incap- 
able in the Broadway on the previous day, 
and also with being absent from his ship 
without leave since the 17th inst. Accused 
admitted the charge and pleaded drunken- 
ness, 

Captain John Alexander Rookes, the 
muster of the Alice A. Leigh, identified the 
prisoner as James Watts, who left the 
vessel on the 17th, and for whose arrest 
# warrant had been issued. 

His Worship ordered the accused to 
forfeit six days’ wages, to undergo one 
week's imprisonment, and to pay the Court 
expenses and also the expenses of being 
put on board his ship. 

22nd February. 
R. v. Mian Sixcx. 

Miak Singh, a Sikh watchman, was 
charged with being drunk and disorderly 
in Fearon Road on Saturday. 

Sikh police sergeant No. 59 said that at 
3 p.1a. on Saturday, when walking along in 
pan clothes, he saw the accused drunk in 

earon Road in company with another 
‘Sikh, who was also somewhat drunk. As 
the witness approached the prisoner spoke 
to the other man, telling him to catch hold 
of witness. Accused then did so, with | 
the intention of fighting him apparently. | 
Witness reported the matter at the police | 
station and was instructed to arrest accused. | 
‘He went with a native constable, and found 














the prisoner making trouble with a Sikh 
watchman at a filature in the new Miller ; 
Road. Witness arrested the accused, who | 





struck him on the way to the station. 
Detective George Wood said he saw the 
accused when brought into the charge- 
oom at the police “station, | He was 
drunk, incapable, and very violent. 





Prisoner asked to have the case remand- 
ed as he wished to obtain assistance. 

Inspector Ramsay said the accused had 
been ‘before. the Court on two. previous 
occasions and hiad been frequently locked 
up and released. 

His Worship refused to adjourn the 
case, but imposed a fine of $4, or seven 
days. 

SR. x. Frstaysos axp Rorawext 

Sam Finlayson A. B., and West B. 
Rethwell, cook, belongi-g tu the By 
iw Alice A. Leigh were charged 
being absent from their «hp withont leave, 
Finlayson since the 1:h inv’, «nd Rothwell 
since the 15th inst, Both the accused 
admitted the charge. 

Captain Rookes, the master of the ship, 
said he expected to be clearing about 
Thursday. 
fr. Eveleigh, the Superintendent of the 
Sailors’ Home, informed his Worship that 
Finlayson, after deserting, signed on to the 
‘Avrerican ship Luzon, and witness advanced 
him $20 on his note. 

Finlayson a ilnittad thie bat added thet 
he wanted to get away from the cold 
weather. 

His Worship ordered Rothwell to forfeit 
ten days’ wages, Finlayson 14 days’ wages, 
and to refund ‘the $20. They were also 
ordered to go to prison for seven days, or 
to be put on board in the event of the ship 
leaving earlier, and to pay all expenses, 
























THE POWER THAT PULLS DOWN. 
I want to present a singlo idea in the fewest, 
and clearest words at_my command. 
goes for atry at it. From the time you are 
first able to stand on your feet, up to the time 
you can stand no longer, there is always a 
porer pulling you backward and downeard. 
You resist, «nd it persists. Iv wins potti 
victories over you every day, aud finally it 
lays you by theheels. Now, what is the name 
of that power ? Don't be too quick with your 
answer. It is the over-contident cricketer 
who gets bowled out. Perhaps the reading 
of these letters way help you. 

“in the spring of 1891,” says a woman, 
“my health, previously good began to fai 
Iam naturally as energetic as most persous 
and enjoy being up and doing, but now for 
some reason I felt low, weak, and tired. I 
had no relish fur food of any kind, and what 
Late gave me pain at the chest and a feeling 
of tightness and oppression arouud the waist, 
with shortness of breath, 

“ After a time the pain went tomy should- 
ders and all over me. The distress after eat- 
ing was so great that I hesitated before swal- 
lowing a mouthful, well knowing what the 
result would be. I took many medicines, but 
none of them gave me any ease, As time 
went on I became weaker and weaker, often 
leaving my household work for a bit 80 as to 
lie down on the couch and rest. And as this 
debility increased upon me my spelis of 
work got shorter and my spells of rest longer. 

“Sometimes feeling a trifle better and thea 
again worse, this was practically my condition 
month after mouth. T saw a doctor, bat hi 
1e8 did me little or no good. “He 

fering from weakness, and would 
have to get my strength back gradually. 

avtumn “and winter of 1891-2 slowly 
passed and I was about the same, only more 
thiu and feeble. I had almost given up 
hope of getting really well again. 

“To April (1892) I was in our shop one day 
and hear! a custonier speak about Mother 
Seigel’s Curative Syrup, and what remark- 
ble cures of differeut ailments it had dove 
u the district. ‘It may be the right thing 
for me,’ I said, and seut for it that very day. 
After taking one bottle I could eat better, 
without any distress or pain to come after it. 
With the additional food I gained strength, 
and one week after another, while keeping on 
with Mother Seigel’s Syrup, I found myself 
able to do more work and neediog less rest 
between times. I took only th igel’s ;’ no 
other medicine, I conld stand and walk once 
more without thinking about it, and was soon 
in as good health an spirits as ever. You 
















































are free to print my letter if you desire. ! 
(Signed) Mrs. Emms Cottingham, wife of | 
G. W. Cottingham, Grocer aud Ironmonger, | 


Scotter, Lincola, April 29th, 1895.” 
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“For over four years,” say another 
“I suffered from constant weakness, my 
natural strength was gone, and nothing I did 
ot took seemed to bring it back. My food— 
and Tate but little, having no appetite—did 
not go to the spot, as we say. Iwas none 
the better or stronger for eating it, Indeed T 
was the worse; for it caused me great pain 
and distress in the stomach, chest, sides, and 
back. I was working in the mill and never 
quite gave up my employment ; but I did my 
work in the face of pain and weakuess, 
Finally, I was cured hy Mother Seigel’s 
Syrup. heard of it by means of a little 
book ‘The Syrup stopped the pain after ent- 
ing, and soon I was another and a briehter 
woman. My strength came bick, and I can 
walk, stand, and work with ease. (Sigued) 
‘Mrs. Elizabeth Jackson, silk Street’ Glossop, 
October 10th 1895.” 

‘Now what was the power that pulled these 
women down? -* Weakness,” you say and 
they say “‘ weakness.” But what is weakness ? 
Is it a disease ? No, old age always brin 
and it is always one of the results of disease, 
Strength, the opposite of weakness, is created 
only by digested food, Nothing else under 

sun Will produce it Lose the ability to 
digest your food and soon your legs tremble 
beneath you, your fingers lose their grip, your 
head its steadiness, and your mind its blear- 
ness and courage. ‘The word “weakness” 
comes from a Saxon Word meaving to yield, 
to fail, to give way. By its wondrous virtue 
in correcting the machinery of digestion and 
enabling the system to get * the good ” 
Gnily food—by this, I say, Mothor Soigel’s 
Syrnp, used in time, overcomes weakness and 
restores strength. . 

But, mark you! there is a mystery in this 
simple explanation, so deep that we must 

the discussion of it for another 


(i) 12, 19 and 26fe 994 
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Miscellancous Entelligence, 












































PASSENGORS. 
Deranrep, 


Perstr. Ravenna, for London—Mr. and Mra, 


J. N. Hayward, Master Hayward and infant, 
Me. and Mra. Mf. “Hardmann and 2 infants, 
Misses Annie Pearse. Anderson, A. Cooper, U. 

m, and D. E, Rendall, Mra. i. J. Cooper 
andiofant, Mra. Cameron, Masters G. Rendull, 
W. and L. King, Messrs. W. J. Clarke, on: 
E. D. Baines, 

Per str. Melbourne, for Yokohama—Mr. 1, 
Bellingardi, For Kobe—Messrs. R. Mantain, 
and E. Minning. 2 

Per ste. Empress of India, for Nagas 
Messrs. W. P. Ampeuoff, and W. F. Grigorietf. 
For Kobe—Mr. A. P. Woodward. For Yoko 
hama—Mr. and Mrs, W. @, Bayne, Mr. and 
Mrs, Paul Fiedler, and Mr, Paul M. Wenner, 
For Tacoma—Mr. Join Dodd. For Toronto 
—Miss Isabella Ross. For Milwaukee—Mr. 
and Mrs. R, 0. Irish and infant. For London 
—Mr. and’ Mrs. Wigham and infant, Misses 
L. Bryer, and H. R. Rodd. 

Pet str. Kobe Moru, for Nagasaki — Mrs. 
Lesener, Messrs. A. Davie, A. Dussand, and 
, Vethjima. For Yokohama—Mrs, (2) Zin, 
Dr. H. M. Dare, R. Boucher, Messrs. A. G. L. 
Maggi, A. Adams, and Zin, 

Per str. Kiangfoo, f-r Hankow—Miss Camp- 
bell, Messre. E. Kirchberg, Parloff, and 
Multer. 

Per ste, Sendai Maru, for Jinsen—Mra, Ho, 
Mr. and Mrs. Kum. 

Ber str. Lycemoon, for Hongkoug—Mr, G, 
McBain. for Hoag 

Per str. Empress of Jupan, for Hongkong— 
Me Nabelare aaatece, 

Per str. Poyang, for Hankow—NMrs, Hoff. 
mann, infant and nurse, Mrs. and Miss Laris- 

and Vir, A. Ruschel. 

Per str. Poochi, for Weochow — Mr. A. 
Linton, 

Per str. Singan, for Chsfoo— Mr. E. J. 
Cooper, and Rev. \V, Cooper. 

Per str. Kianghwan, for Wuhu—Rev. Le 
Lacheur 

Per str, Hasshin, for Foochow—Rev.W. C. 
wi 















































Peretr. Hsinfung, for Chefoo—Mr. and Mrs, 
Chalfant aud 2 children. 

Per str. Kiangyi, for Tungchow — Revs, 
Speranza, and Gestin, For Chinkiang—Mr. 





j end Mrs, Orr-Ewing. 
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Per str. Pekin, for Niogpo—Misses Barnes, 
and Vanghan, 

[Arerven. 

Per att, Kaisar-t-/1ind. feom Landon— Capt. 
Smale, Messrs, J. Rust, D. Macf rlane, H. 
‘Thomas, G. Hancock, W. Heatley, F. Hunter, 
J. Partington P. McCann. Maxw: ll, and Teo 
Wong. From frindisi— Str and’Mrs. J. 
Jones, Messrs, Dinklags, and Tiears. From 
Bombay—Messrs, R. W. Playfair, Eadir, R. 
Tohnston, and W. H. Marks. From Singapore 
Messrs. WV. BE. Roberts, and P. J. W. 
Wright. From Hongkong—Messrs. Koss, and 
§. Reynell and servan Chinese. For Kobe 
—Mr. R. H. Wright. For Yokohama—Mr. 
and Mrs. Geo. Kirks, and Mr. Greenalgts, 

Per str, Melbourne, from Marseilles— Mr. 
From Colomto~Mr. E_W. 
From Singapore—Mr. and Mrs, Way: 
Pollock. Brom Hongkong — Mrs 
6 Gorham, Messrs. A. P, MacEwen, 
and Joinlicht, 

Per str. Empress of Japan, from Vancouver 
—Dr. D. Nye, Rev, W. White, Messrs. H. 
Ainsley, D. Lelacheur, G, W. Noel, de R 
and W, Oelbermann, For Hongkong—Misses 
(2) Mathiesen, Prof. E, Sharp, Mesere. P. Hoh- 
nopeyer, E Mathiesen, and K. Matsumoto. 

er ate. Yokohama Maru, from Japan—Miss 
Mordount, Mrs, Futatsubashi, Mrs. C_ Wil- 
Hang, Meters. §, Fojiage, Paw Wing Sung, 
Y. Nishibayashi, H. Sakurai, Asukai, Ching 
Pa Shung, and Y. Hasegawa. 

Per str. Ocdanien, from Yokohoma—Messrs. 
, Finch, Yung Chen, Yee Cheong, 
jeg, and Ong’ Ping-lang. From 
Kobe—Mrs. (Goldberg. 

Per str. Lmpress of India, from Hongkong 
=General, Mrs. and Misses (2) Washburn, 
1s Denny, and Serena, Capt. R. Campbell, 

F, Fanshaw, J Campbell Thompson, 

W. Whiley, J. P. Roseir, P. C. Hansson, and 

* J, B, Bliss, ’ For Kobe—Miss E, Divers.’ For 

Yokohama — Misses Scidmore, and Hunter, 

Messrs, J, ©, and A. W. Swanston, For 

Vancouver — Miss Campbell, Messrs. J. P. 
Cochrane, and W. J. Morse. 

Per ate. Wuchan, from Chefoo—Mr, and 

Mra, Lay and 2 children, and Mr, McMullan. 

Per :tr. Pekin, {rom Ningpo—Mr. and Sirs. 




















L. de Gieter. 
Ellis, 























Greaves and infont, and Miss Gitte: 
Per str. Yatung, from Hankow: 
neken. 





ir. Ware 





. Kianayit, from Hankow—Dr. and 
‘Messrs, Ono, and Hotto. 
” Cores de Vries, from Hankow— 


Rodd 









kin, from Ningpo—B 


Per ate, Nyankin, from Hankow—General 
Grodekoff, Messrs.’ H. Smith, and Wong- 
ke.zur. 

Per str, Tungchow, from Chefoo —~ Mrs. 
Irens and son, 

Per str. Fooksann, from Foochow — Miss 
‘Truro, and Mr. Wilkinson. 





PRICE of tHe NORTH-CHINA HERALD 
and S&C. & 0. GAZET I E.—Per An- 
num, Taels 125, Six Months, Taels 6.50. 
‘Lbree Months, “3.50—all. payable in ad- 
vance. Credit price, Tis. 13.15 per Annum. 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed 
unless notice to the contrary be given before 

* the expiry of the current term. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS | received, and Single 
Copies sold, by Messrs. Srazsr & Co., 
30, Cornhill, 


LONDON (£.0.) 






SOAPS 
for the 
TOILET. 


VINOLIA SOAP 


IS A REFINED soap. 


It keeps the complexion fresh 
and clear, 


No other soap has received 
such high awards and reports as 
VINOLIA SOAP. 


Don’t economise atthe oxpense of your complexion, 





FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 


FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 
FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 
FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 


FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 





Ryland Road, 
ONDoN,S: 


For Itching, Sunburn, 
Insect Biles.Rash%. 


4 






FOR ITCHING FACE SPOTS 








FOR ITCHING [Lo FACE SPOTS 


The Editor ‘ Baby” reports.—"' For acne spots on the face it is undoubtedly efficacion 
frequently healing eruptions and removing pimples in a few days, It relieves itching at once. 
VINOLIA SOAPS :—All prices. VINOLIA SHAVING STICKS’ and CAKES and 

VINOLIA POWDER (for the Complexion ) 
19th June, 1896. 
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SOCIETE ANONY 


ME DE TRAVAUX 
= DYLE eT BACALAN 


Capital : £300,000 
weap ormice: | 
15, Avenue Matignon, Paris | 


WORKS IN EUROPE: || 

it Bordeaux (BACALAN) F.ance 

at Louvain (DYLE) belgium || 

Wheels 

‘Wheels and Axles combined, Permanent Bridges for Railways, Permanent and 

ortables (démontables) Bridges for Roads, Girders and metallic Frames, 
Bream Launches and Steamboats,: Boilers and Steam Engines, Dredgers. 


CONTRACTORS 


for Constructing 
and Working 
Bailnays ef Tames 


Railways and Tramways, Plant and Rolling Stock, Carriages and Waggons, 











22nd May, 1896, 


2imy-99 176 








Gold Medals, Paris 1878 : 1889. 


JOSEPH GILLOTT'S 
Of Highest Quality, and Having PE N N 


CHEAPEST. 





Greatest Durabi.ity are Therefore 
29'r January, 1897, 


28jn-98 231 
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DENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
4 Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 


I BRAND Ip 

In the process of manufacture nothing but 

water is removed, nothing but the best 

the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 

purposes. 


24h April, 1896. 





EDWARDS’ 


“HARLENE? i HAIR, 


THE 


WORLD-RENOWNED 


HAIR PRODUCER AND RESTORER. 


Is the Best Dressing, specially prepared and Pei 
fumed for Toilet Use. 


‘Harlene” Produces Luxuriant Hair, Prevents its Falling off and Turning Grey 
‘Unequalled for Promoting the Growth of the Beard and Moustache. 
The World-Renowned Remedy for Baldness. 
For Caring Weak and Thin Eyelashes, Preserving. Strengthening, and Rendering the Hair 





é 





enutifully Soft. For removing seurf, Dandruf, etc., also for Restoring Grey H-ir to ite |p 





Natural Colour, it is without a Physiciaus and “Analysts pronounce it to be devoid 
of any metallic or other injurious ingredients. 1s., 2s. Gd. and (triple 2s. Ed. size) 4s. 6d. 
per Bottle. May be had from Chemists, Hairdressers, and Perfumers all over the World. 


“Hdwards’ HARLENB” Co., 95, High Holborn, London, W.C. 





NORTH-GHINA DAILY NEWS. 
Subscription Tis. 24 per annum. 


HUPAO (CHINESE DAILY NEWS.) 
THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD 


ND 


SUPREME COURT & CONSULAR 
GAZETTE. 
Subscription Ts. 12 per annum, 


A BESUME of China news pub- 
lished on the departure of each 
mail for Europe, It has a large 
circulation amongst persons in- 
terested in and connected with the 
Far East, and thus offers great 
advantages to advertisers of Home 

Products. . 

AGENTS: 

Toxpox :—Messrs. Street & Co., 30, Cornhill 
(EC.); Agence Mitchell, 12 & 13, Red Loin 
Court, Fleet Street ; Mr. F, Algar, 11 & 12, 
Clement’s Lane; Messrs. Bates, Hendy & 
Co., 37, Walbrook ; Messrs. Clarke, Son & 
Platt, '85, Gracechurch Street ; Messrs, 
Cowie & Co., 17, Gresham Street; Mr. 
Samuel Deacon, 150, Leadenhall Street; Mr. 
Henry Sell, 167, Fleet Street; Mr. W. M. 
Wills, 151, Cannon Street. es 

Panus:—Messrs. John F. Jones & Cie., 31bis, + 
‘Faubourg-Montmartre. 

Gunsaxy :—Messrs. G. L, Daube & Co., 
Frankfort o/Maine, 

New York & Artanmio Poxts:—Mr. J, 
Smewant Harrer, 52, West 22nd Street. 
Sax Frawetsco (Cat.):—Mr. L. P, Fisher? 
21, Merchants’ Exchange, California Street, 

Messrs, Gordon & Goteh: 

Messrs, Norton, Hargrave & Co, 

HoxoKoxe :—Messrs. MacEwen, Frickel & 
Co., Queen’s Road. 

Kove :—Mr. J. M. Mur. 

Yoxouama :—Messrs. Lane, Crawford & Co. 
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Nacasagt:—Mr. R, Norman, Rising Sun, 








COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


(From Messrs, Noil, Murray & Co. Piece Goods Trade Report of 25th February.) 


PIBCB GOODS.—As usually happens when China New Year falls early the interval between the resumption of business and the opening 
of navigation to the North drags very considerably, and this year has been no exception to the rule, in fuct, if anything, it has been 
more pronounced, Whether it is due, however, to the near approach of the departure of the steamers, or the receipt at last of more 
tatifactory advices from the Ontports generally, thee i certainly a better feeling apparent in the market here, shown more particularly 
by the improvement in Auction prices. The demand privately is still restricted, and the large supplies held by the n precludes 
forward buying, in the absence of any special inducement in the shape of lower ‘prices at home, It ig scarcely surprising that at the 
outset: of the changes and reforms in the administration of the Government of this country, which are being gradually effected, 
some small inconvenience is occasioned by necessary alterations in dealing with the trade, as appears to be the case with Soocuow 
at present, the dealers finding the new regulations a little irksome, a lull in the demand being attributed to this, and uo doubt 
other places are affected in the same manner, but without question that will right itsolf in time. ‘There has been some delay recently in 
sending. forward supplies to Szzcuvex owing to a new rapid which bad formed in the River, causing a large quantity of goods to 
accumulate at Haxkow and further shipments from this were stopped accordingly. It is satisfactory to learn that the Native Authorities 
are taking steps to have this obstruction removed. 

‘As regards the business done, although comparatively little is reported, there is certainly more enquiry, and it becomes evident 
that both the Tieststs and Newcuwasc men have orders in hand, but ate holding back in the hope of getting in on better terms. 
Clearances are improving naturally, as the TiesTstx steamers are to be despatched on the 4th March, according to present 
Srrangements, the, Agents estimating now that shipments will be more liberal than at fie supposed, say $8,009 packages in allt 
including Yara, which looks more cheerful, aod there is no reason to fear that this quan tity will be excessive, as stocks are very ligh, 
there. It isgratifying tolearn that the trouble connected with Asczatcay makes, Which interfered so much with that trade last Autumn, 
has been amicably settled before the season opens, and for the peace and comfort of all concerned it is hoped that Importers here will 
abstalo from offering any inducement to the Natives to repeat the infringement of well-known teade marks by selling them 
‘unchopped cloths. 

The Maxcuester market remains quiet but steady, manufacturers still resisting offers to lower their prices. Cotton has made 
an upward movement, being quoted 339d. ‘The advices recoived {rom the Srarzs report steadiness generally, offers to break previous 
quotations being refused. 

Grey Shirtings.—8.4 lbs. —There is rather more disposition to buy medium qualities and sales of over 30,000 pieces are reprrted this 
Week, as follons:—Green Dog $1.70. Tro Bagle ¥1.r24, Red Stag'£1.85, Blue Cock 1.90, Pheasant (Tun Sin) $1,924, Hye ¥2.00/01, Four 
Cash Variegated Wheelbarrow $2.10 less 1% and Three Fest $2.10 less 4%. ‘The tendency is higher and Auction prices havo 
taken s decided start in that direction. 

Light Weights.—No sales of the lightest have appeared, but in Ibs. neatly 5,000 pieces are mentioned, Man and Horse $1.45, Steamer 
‘£1.48 and Pheasant (Tun Sin) $1.65. At Auction a slight improvement was effected to-day. 

Heavy Weights.—Sales of over 10,000 pieces, as reported, include—in 10-Ibs. Britannia F. C. $2.30, John Bull 2.974, Red 3 Bats 
and Eagle WIVW 2.50, and 124-Ibs. Round Horse $3.07. A fair amount has been done again for forward delivery in the best makes, 
Hlightly higher prices being paid in’some instances to get the business through. Prices have improved all round at Auctlon, but not 80 
much as the lower weight 

12.1bs.—36-ineh.. or three small transactions have taken place, namely Tico Soldier $270, Tai Koo Soldier $2.95, and Soldier 
AAA 33.16. Prices were again firmer at the Auction this morning. 

White Shirtings.—Privately the request for this make is not brisk and only small parcels" of the following are reported. Two 


Elephant Head'$2.60, Fancy Dog $3.00 Black and Gold Actur $3.10 and a few finer make at $2,30. At Auction 64-reeds show a fair 
advance but 72-reeds were ouly slightly better. 
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T.-Cloths.—Ssles of some 5,000 rieces are published from frst: hands, namely, Stork $1.30, Gold 3 Bowls T1.52}, Blue Dragon and 
Shield $1.54, and a resale of Man and Tiger at $1.65, A slight improvement is noticeable.at Auction. Ispiay makes ate not 
represente this week. 

Drills.—Znglish.—There is still nothing to report in these makes. : 

‘American.—Sales of 3,00 pieces spot cargo are in the book at Tis. 3.30 for Stark I ion and Tis. 3.35 for Pepperell Dragon, the 
market being quite steady at these prices. Nothing further appears to have been bouht in the Srarss, offers at a slight reduction oa 
previous rates being declined. 

Sheetings.—Znglish.—Resales amongst the Chinese of some 10,000 pieces are reported, viz. Blue Lion at $2.87, Flying Horse at $2.90 
and Large Flag at $2.95, but nothiog appears from first hands. 

‘American. ~-The report all round is that there is nothing doing. ‘The natives must hold large supplies, which they want to quit 
before call'ng again on Importers. 

Tenis, —Engiich—A sale, priva:ely, 0 1,500 pieces Beaver (Sin Wo) has been made at $2.07, and, beyond the small offering at Auction, 
is all thet is reported. 

Cotton Yarn.—Znglith.—No transactions are mentioned this week. 

Fndian.—A firm inquiry bas continued during the interval and prices have further improved, although business has been on & 
slightly swaller scale than for the last few weeks. The demand has been chiefly for the lower counts for T1ENTs1x. Sales amount to 
1,779 bales, as follows :-— 

No. 10s., 535 bales.— Hongkong Mill $62/624, Anglo Indian Mule ¥63, Hope Mill $63/634, Jamshed Ring, 'F63/633, James Greaves 
and New Empress 8634, Franjee Petit £643/053 and Currimbhoy Ring ‘$65. 
ara, 284.214 bales.— Oriental Pardeo and Kaisar-i-Hind $63}, ahaluzsmi 5 Old Men $64, Wadia $644 and A.B. A, & Cos 

fandarin $65. 

No, 16s., 650 bales—City of Bombay, Ring, Vithaldas Copoldas (Woman) and A. B. A. & Co.'s Dragon 68, Oriental Colaba 
"68/083, Imperial $634, Bombay National $68}, Western India, Pony Carriage ¥68$/6S3, Currimbhoy, Mule ‘$69, Britunnia, Ring, 
$69}, and Framjee Petit ¥704/708. 

‘No. 20s., 380 bales.—Zmpress and Wadia $72.00/72.50, Imperial $72.50, Whittle and Vithaldas Copoldas, Woman ‘$73.00, Tea 
Carrier $74.75, and Howard and Bullough $75.25. 

‘The s.s. Kaisar-i-Hiud is bringing in 3,309bales, and the Austrian Mail, due on 27th instant, some 1,500 bales, 

Japanese —A fair busines is passing at firm rates, sales amounting inal to flly 600 bales.” Cantonese Tmportors_ have sold. 16s, 
as follows,. Elephant and Pagoda $70,..Peacock $704, Horse and Elephant ¥703, and Japanese Importers have sold 20s. Fish 372, Horse 
"$724 and Elephant $73. The home market is strong. 

Fancy Goods.—For special designs a fair business is passing weekly in Prints from stock, but others are difficult to move: In Turkey 
‘Reds there is more doing, sales this week amounting to 9,500 pieces (singles) on the basis of $1.92 for 4-lbs., T2 15 for 44-Ibs, aud 

5 for B-lbs., Fish and Joss chop. . At Auction Black Cotton Itatians have suffered another sharp decline. 

Wooliens.—With the exception of some Heavy Spaxisu Srerres at ‘£0.60 per yard for Scarlet and Gentian we hear of no private business, 
At tho fico Auction yesterday steady prices were paid forthe few Searle CAatuers ofered, to-day, howerer, they were very weal for 
that colour, but steady for Gentian and most of the chow chow colours. Best Lox Euts are steady to firm but the lighter weights 
droop. Lastias again show some improvement, as do Sraxisn Srarres for the regular Auction Chops, but it is difficult to move others, 





























Metal and Miscellaneous.—From Messrs, Alex. Bielfeld & Co.’s Report of 26th February :—With the resumption of business after 
the Chinese holidays there has sprung up an additional activity inthe projeted railways, “Tenders bave been called for, from Chinese 
for road-making and ballasting for the Shanghi-Woosung line, and from foreigners for fir locomotives. ‘The Administration has found 

as half million taels to build this short line, and this will be proceeded with entirely under Chinese auspices. Sheng Taotal 

ili { Chinese capital towards building the Peking-Hankow line, and if this be the case, he will in a 
on this route too. So far as can be seen at present this will not greatly affect the dealers, as the 

‘¢ hope to supply the materials from the Hanyang works. But even if thir plan be successful, which seems very unlikely, there 

willbe many plams to be picked by agents in the ape of acessories, "And every advancement in China means an expansion of trade 

which cannot but benefit all concerned in goods from home. 

‘There has not been much doing during the past week, the few transactions recorded below being, howover, on slightly better terms 
than Jat year, Dealers can sell from stock below home quotations, and as long es this is 9 we can expect but lit improvement. 

'Ehe following contracts have been made public :—Oup Tuox :--2'0 tons Old Poiler lates at 82/6, c.i.£, 100 tons Hard Speiter at 
£15.2)0, evi, 190 tons Old Cart Tyres at 92/0 to 92/6, cut, 50 tons Old Cable Wire at 110/0, evi.f 


SuNDRrEs.—150 cases Berlin (Wool, 6 oz. net, 160 packages at 35 cands,, 50 cases Worm Tablets at 774 cands., 3,000 dozen Huck 
‘Towels, 14x29 at 30 cands., 20 cases Llama Braid, 29/45 at 32 cauds., 25 cases Tin Rasins at $22.00, 75 cases Joker Clock at $16.50 
to 16.76, 200 cases Candles, 9 oz. at F1.424, 25 cases Tin Basins, slightly damaged at $20.00, 


Opium,—Malwa, new, 560/576; old, 7580, No business in Patna and Benares. 































£XPORTS. 





Silk,—From Mr. A. R. Burkill’s Circular of 25th instant 
London advices are to 24th, and quote “ Gold Kilins 8/6, Blue Elephants 9/1034. Market quiet.” 

RAW SILK.—The market has been extremely flat during the week, the only feature of interest being the settlement of 
some X reeled Hand Filatures for the American market. There would also seem to be more encouragement for 
Steam Filatures, as the Export has been increased by shipments of about 3oo piculs. 

Tsatlees.—There has been very little enquiry, but prices are well maintained. 
Taysaams.—Good qualities are quite out of stock, and purchases are extremely limited. 

YELLOW SILKS.—No transactions. 

ARRIVALS, as per Customs Returns, 18th to 24th current, 181 bales White, 205 piculs Yellow, and 58 piculs 
Wild Silks. 

RE-REELS AND FILATURES.—About 150 bales X reeled Hand Filatures have been settled at quotations, and 
considerable quantities are under offer. Some transactions are reported in Steam Filatures, fine sizes, but terms have 
not transpired. i i ; 

‘The Export of Steam Filatures to date is: to London 6 bales, to Continent 1,937 bales, and to America 1,978 
bales. 5 . 
WASTE SILK AND PONGEES.—No transactions of consequence. 


Prices calculated by Maerten’s Tables at rx per cent. Exchange 2|113{ and Fes. 3.69. Freight Tis. 6.50 per bale, 
Tasty Fe Tie, Bug Few 





































perpel, perlb, perkilo. perpel. perib. perkilo 
(saTLREs.—Mountain 3 400 10/2 28.10 Fivature.— 
¥ pee 93% 25.55 ‘May Hang Yu Ex. 1 (Croisee)...... 510 19/10} 38.50 
” Large Elephant 4 9/65 26.30 ” No. 1 ” - 500 12/8 34.85 
» Gold Lion 9/6 = 26.25 ” No. 2 ” - 490 12/5 34.20 
” Gold Kiling 9/0 = 24.70 ” Flying Horse Ex. i ,, 480 12/2 33.50 
” Blue Phenix 8/1ly 24.65 ” » No.1 5, . 470 U/il 32.80 
‘Taysaant.—9 x 12 Moss Green Horse 9/4 25.60 as * No.2 5, .460 11/8 32.15 
1896.97, 1805.06, 1694.95. 1892.04. 180293. 1891.92. 
Settlements for this mail bout §=— 1,000 800/1,000 250 2,500, 2,000 600 bales. 
‘ season 
Wing forward contracts |» 50,600 67,000 61,000 61,000 8,500 56,800, 
Stock§ » 9,000 15.000 5,500 9,500 4,500 10,000, 
Total Arr 3 59,500 82,000 66,500 70,500 71,000 66,800 5, 


§ Including old Silk. 
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* England. * France, &e. Total Europe, America, Indiad Epypt. qyq4P% .,, Grand Total 


























White Silk in Bales 5 * 7 7 
Export White Silk in Bales} 9 565 30,311 4687 728 670 36,356 bales 
»  ¥ellowSilkinpiculs ... 2471 33 2,457 1,075 6,036 -5, 
y  OWild yy weer 119 Tose 13 i 70 7,299}, 
Total. - 2,687 39,866 4,814 3,196 1,815 49,691 4, 
Against in 1895-96 ......... 2,446 47,256 9,141 6,628, 3,195, 66,220 .,, 
» 1894-95 45,394 7,357 5,969 1,741 60,461 ,, 
» 1893-94 45,517 2,233 7,700 2,341 57,791 ©. 4, 
x ef 1892-93 51,918 5,806 5,293 1,580 61,597 +, 















































‘y 1891-92 4887 4,963 1,402 55,806, 

ty YS90-91 sessseee 5,001 3701 3,635 7,240 ‘50110, 
Export Waste Silk 741 1,345 1 34 30,321 piculs, 

Against in 1895-96 16,235 1,744 966 % 

1804-95 188 2 ee “4 

i 1893-94 nee 50 Bas is 

Export Cocoons.... 136 60 Fae err) ‘a 

Against in 1895-96 935 ” 

- 1894-95 ... 877 2,181 385 ” 

* 1893.94 ... 815 4,208 5,083 475 a » 








* Many shipments are now seat optional, Marsiles or London, 
Also 391 piculs Old Silk Wadding to London. 
» 1,614 ,, ” » +» Continent. 


2,005 
py 


Froight.—From Messrs. Wheelock & Co.'s Keport of 25th inst. 
‘There is no change to report either in rates of freight, or in the amount of cargo offering homeards, but we hope to 
bo soon able to record an improvement a cargo from the Nortiemn Ports should arrive herein bout three weeks. Newehwang 
expects to be open about 20th March. 
Goastwise:—A coal charter from Karatz to this is reported as having been fixed at $1.25, and several settlements 
have been made from Moji and Nagasaki at $1.10, which we quote as the ruling rate. 

For London vid Suez.—Plenty of tonnage is available, but there is a scarcity of freight, and departures have received 
but little support. Steamers loading or to load are:—Ningchow sailing 27th instant, Canéon on or about 3rd March, and 
Diomed;on or about 4th March. 

For Lond vid Marsciles.The Gloyitrg, shortly due from Japan, is advertised to receive quick despatch (vid Manila) 

For New York vii Canal.—The Energia has loaded and cleared since last writing, taking about 800 tons fromi here. 

“She hus’ been replaced by the Strathleven, now loading, which will sail on or about the 4th prox., though there is etilla 
little space disengaged in her. ‘The Macduf’is the next steamer to load, to be followed by the Ben: a 

For New York vii Cape.—The Benjamin Sewall will sail on or about the 3rd March, practically a full ship, a fow 

tons space, however, might be obtained, if applied for at once. : 4 
















4 y— Prometheus, 6.8., 25th instant, 
For Marseilles vid Manila,—Bullmouth, &.8., 19th instant. 
For New York via Suez.— Energia, 20th instant. 















by Conference Lines, General Cargo 35/0 W. Silk 40/0 Tea 35/0 

ORTS 55 » » » » 35/0 nw 40/0 »,,: 35/0 

” ” ” ” x 30/0 n» 30/0 

rr rs * ee 

PRLADEPIA yy cone 87/6 


‘Above rates are subject to a deferred return, as p 








ry Gerwas Mast, Rickmers’ & iGstN Lives. General Cargo ue net. 

” 4 ” >on 88 

Haves mows 2 BS 
amet Bae > 


49/6 per toa of 20 ewt. for above three ports by all lines. 
yy Sail 19/0, 
» Pacific Lines, 1} gold cents per Ib. Tea, 
Cosly—From Messrs, Wheelock 4: Co.'s Report of 25th inst. 
COAL.—Jarax.—The scarcity of Coal still continues, and from enquiries it seoms next to impossible to obtain dust 
Coal of any importance for the time belog. A few sales, in small lots, represent the amount of business passing. 
‘Canpurr.—The Clan Mackenzie, with 2,44 tons, arrived on the 14th instant, for the use of consumers, 
Sypxzx Woxtoxcoxc.—There have been no arrivals since our last issue, and we have heard of no transactions, 
except among second hands. 
Quotations -—The undernoted figures aro based on the most. recent settlements for cargoes to arrive and do not 
represent the present market rates for coals in stock, which fluctuate with the supply and demand :— 
Cardiff, ex godown 13.00 per ton,. nominal. 
American Anthracite, ex ship <3 9.00 nominal. 
+9 G75. yy nominal 


Sydney Wollongong, steamer cargo ex godown 
Yepan, Takasima Lump, ex godown 378} 5, none for eale, 





















Small’ 
‘Namazuta Lump, ex godown 5.00. yy nominal. 
a om 4.00 3, 
ump, ‘an 5.75 5 nominal, 
> Stall, ex godowa 40 
Hayama, ex godown 
‘Meniji, ex godown 
, Ohnoura, ex godown Tis. 4.75 @ 5.00 per ton, inal, 
Kanada aioe 
Akaike ... 
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1,230 tons Kebao Coal, to covsumers. 


Arrivals during the fortnight have beet 
Feb. Il, Krim, str. 








KEROSENE OIL.—Business has been confined to the “‘ Teashop,” and re-sales among natives have been made on a 
large scale at prices ranging from Tis, 1.56 to Ti. 1.974, the’ market closing at the latter prices for Devoe's and for Batoum 
at Ms. 1, , owing to shipments to the Northern Ports. We Kear of Batoum caso 
> While ths usual daily business in bulk oil has been carried on at 

13th instant with 56,000 cases, Glenkolm on the 20th instant with 


55 
oil ‘to arrive” 


per case; deliveries also have beon lat 
having been sold by importers at Tis. 1. 
quotation below, "Arrivals have been Stove of Maine ont 


12, B-Sang, str. 
13, Loksang, ste. 
13, Hainan, str. 
13, Progress, str. 
13, Osaka... 

1s, Clan Mackenzie 
15, Szechuen, str. 
15, Nierstein, str. 
16, Pronto, str. 
16, Bjorg, str. 
16, Hermann, ste. 
18, Rheingold, ste. 
19, Asosan Maru, ste. 


20, Pakhoi, str. 


23, Kungping, str. 
93, Progress, str. 














1,030 ,, 











Karatsu Coal, to consumers. 

Moji Coal, to'consamers. 

Mixed Japan Coal, to consumers. 
‘Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers. 
Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers. 
Cardiff Coal, to consumers. 

Moji Coal, to consuiners. 4 
Fukumo Coal, to native dealers. 
‘Moji Coal, to consumers. 

Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers. 
Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers, 
Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers. 
Moji Coal, to consumers. 

Namzzuta Dust, to consumers. 
Takas Dust, to consumers. 

Moji Coal, to consumers. 

‘Mixed Japan Coal, to native dealers. 





3,000 cases, both Devoe's, 









Quotations—Devoe’ 
Russian 
» Bulk. 
Langkat .. 
Bxchange,—(Closing Rates)—On London—Telegraphic Transfers, 2s. 103d. ad. Banks Bills, demand, 2s. 10}3d. a Pd. “Banks Bills, 4 
months? sight, 2s, 10Jd. a 2s, 11d, First-Class Credits to Banks, 4 months’ sight, 2s. Nyy. a 4d.; 6 months’ sight, 28, Iy’sd. a 3d. 
Private and-Documentary, 4 months’ sight, 2s. UySd. a34.; 6 months’ sight, 2. lysd a gd On France—Bank Bills, demand, 
655 Credits and Documentary Bills, « months’ sight, 3.6%, 6 monthe” 3.694. On Germany—Credits and Documentary 
Bills, 4 months’ sight, Marks 2.994, lowest 2.99, highest 3 00. row York. Documentary Kills, 4 months’ sight, per 
100 G.$72, lowest 72, highest 724. On Hongkong—Telegraphic Transfers, £123, lowest 728, highest 72 per $100 ; Private Bills, 
ht, 723, lowest 794, highest 724. On Yokohama—Telegraphic Transfers ¥724, lowest 72g, .highest 72J per $100. 
1g daye sight, £728, lowest 724, highest 722. On Bombay and Caleutta-Tetegraphic Transfers, Re, 228), lowest, 238, 
hhighest 209 per 5100... Bank Bills: demand, Rs. $29, lowest 2284, highest 2293. Bullion—Geld Bars, Shanghai, 98 touch, "$895.50; 
lowest. 334.00, highest 335.50. Silver Bars, $111.15, lowest 111.10, highest 111.20. Mexicav dollars, $72.65, lowest 72.64, highest 
72.7. Carolus dollars, £94.00, lowest 94.00, highest 96.00. Copper Cash 1,160, lowest 1,160, highest 1,180 per tacl. Chinese Interest, 
mace 0.08, lowest 0.07, highest 1.00, Bar Silver in London, per oz. 20}% @ 2, lowest 2944, highest 203. 

























Daity Qvorartioxs. 
(From Messrs Morriss, Fergusson & Robertson's Circular.) 

































Bar S aenoe ina Ger- | New Yoxo: 
Silver Oa Lemos, Fraxce. | vaxy.|Yours uana,| TXDIA. 
8 oz in| on i 
|L’don.| TyTransfers. | Bank 4 m/s. | Credits 4 m/s. | Docty. 4 m/s. asar ie pian 1/T Rap 
Feb, Cowes, Highest|towest. Higheat|Lowest. Highest Lowest, Highest| Towent.  Highe 
20th... 902% | 2108 2.1238] 212 2Mge| 2.113 2.193 | 2119 2.108 |3.50/3.713.70/3.71| 3.00 724 | 723 | 793] 298 
Joott | o1og garde 212 2aty’s) 2113 211d 2103 2.123 [3 695/705 2.70/8.71) 3.00 | 724 | 79g] 79g] 998 
agli | o.10g 21049] 21 My] 218 2; 21g 2118 [spsy604 870/8.71| 3.00 | 2 | 723] 72R| 998 
‘| 2o88 | 20g 2.10)"/ 2.107 2.11 | oangy 213 | a.10y% 2113 |.68}/00} 3.69/8.70] 2.99 | 72 24 | 228/299 
|] 208° | 2.105 2.109 | 2.107 2.11 | Q1ye 2113 | Qany% 211g fsb 3.69/3.70) 2.99 | 72 723 | 228/208 
} 293 |.2.10§ 210g! 2103 2.11 1 21175 2113 | 213% 2.113 [3.684/694 3.69)3.70 2.99 | 72 723 | 283/229 














Shares.—From Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co.’s Report of 25th February :-— 
‘Tho market has been active during the week, and prices have been well maintained. 


Bawxs.—Hongkong and Shanghai Banking Corporation.—Shares were sold to Hongkong early in the week at 175 per cent premium for 
cash, and 177 for delivery on the 31st March. Business was done locally at 175 and 1734 per cent premium, and there are shares offering 
at the close. Bank of China and Japan Deferred sbares are wanted at £5. 


Manse Issunaxce.—North-China Insurance shares were sold at ¥190 cash and the sume rate for delivery on the 3lst March. Cash 
shares are offering, Yanglszes wero sold to Hongkong at $160, and were placed locally at $162.50 and $160 for 3lst March. Canton, 
were sold at $180. Straits were placed locally at $29.75 for the 3ist March, and were purchased from Hongkong for the same date at $298 
Shares are offering both cash and time. 





Fine-Issonaxcx,--Chinas have been in demand, and a sale was made at $110 for delivery on the 30th June. 


Suuwersc.—Hongtong, Canton and Macao Steamboat shaces wero placed to Hongkong at $34 and $34.25, Indo-China 8.N. shares have 
been sold to a fair extent at £33 to $33.50 cash, $33.50 for February, 33.50 for March, and £33.50 to £34.50 for April delivery. Business 
was also done to Hongkong at $46.50, $45, $16 and $46} again. 


Suoars.—Perak Sugar Cultivation shares were placed for March at $29, and they are wanted cash and time. China Sugar Refining 
shares were done at $145 cash and $150 for 30th April. Shares were also placed to Hoogkong at $146. ‘There are sellers at the close, 


Musio,—Sheridans are wanted at ¥3- Punjoms were sold to Hongkong at $10. 


Docks, Waanvzs xp Govowxs.—Shares in S. C. Farnham d& Go. were placed at $187.50 to ¥190 cash, and T187 to £195 for April 
Aelivery, and are offering cash, Shanghai Dock shares, with ¥50 paid up, are offering at F45. Shanghai & Hongkaw Wharf shares have 
changed hands at $122.50. Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Go., Ld.—The Directors’ Report and Stitement of Accounts for the balf year 
to the 3let December last, were preseated and passed at the meeting of shareholders held in Hongkong on the 22d instant. ‘The net- 
profits amount to ‘$436,391.21 equal to 27.92 per ceat on the capital, agvinst 25.94 per cent iu the previous term. Tncladin 
B. balance of $156,969.13 from the previous half year, there was a sum of $393,36).34 available for division, out oi 
Which a dividend -of 8 per cent, or $125,000, and a bonus of 4 per cent, or $6%5N to sha cholders, a bonus of $20,000 
to contributing shareholders and a bonus of $20,500 to the Kuropean staff of the Company, were declired, $61,235. 
written off the value of the Docks, $200,000 were passed to Reserve Fund, leaving a balanes of $104,104.71 to be carried forward. 
Bhares are wanted, in Hongkong, at 225 per cent premium, ex dir. Hongiong & Kowloon Wharf & Godown Co. Lid.—The Directors? 
report and the accounta.were passed at a mecting of shareholders held in Hongkong on the 23rd instant. . The uet profits for-the year 
amounted to;$69,692.39, equal to 6.97 per cent on the capital, against 6.33 per csat oa the previous year. An interim dividea of 2f per 
cent was paid in August. A final dividend of 24 per cent was declared, $22,389.57 were written off for Depreciation and Repairg, and & 
Balance of $10,119.41 was carried forward, Shares aro wanted in Hongkong at $58 ex div. . : 
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—Shonghai Lane Investment Co., Ld.—The Directors? Report and Statement of Accounts for 1896 were presented and passed ab 
the meeting of shareholders held on the 22nd instant. The Working Account shews a net profit of $77,695.34, equal to 7.93 per cent on the 
capital paid up on tne lst December. an increase of 1.76 over that of 1895. Including a balance of $3,898.01 from the previous year, 
and a profit of $30,983.34 on the Estate No. 3, and deducting an iuterim dividend of 4 per cent paid in July, there is a balance of $80,028.69 
available, which wae divided as follows: a final dividend of 5 per cent, making 9 per cent for the year, $48,566.00, transfer £30,353.77 to 
the Reserve Fund, which will stand at £70,000, and carry the balance of T1,108.92 forward. ‘At the succeeding extraordinary general 
meeting a resoluti 

remium to the 6) 


Lass 















7 
was passed increasing the Capital by the issue of 6,000 new sbares of $50 each, which will be offered at 40 por cent 
-eholders in the proportion of three new shares for every existing ten shares held by them, such new shares to rank for 
ividend from the Ist July next. Shares have changed hands at T90 éx div. Koucloon Land & Building shisres have been placed to 
Hongkong at $15.25 ex div. 
InpusrRrat.—Shanghai Gas shares have been sold at F220 for the 15th March, and subsequently at the same price cash. wo Colton 








hares were sold at 485, Laou-Kung-Mow shares at $90, and Soy Chee Cotton shares at £525, International and Laow-Kung-Afow 
shares are offering at quotations. China Flour Mill shares are wanted at £48. 

‘Tocs axp Oanco Boats.—Shanghai Cargo Boat shares changed hands at T.207.5) cum dividend. 

Muscentaxzove.—Shanghai-Sumatra Tobacco shares have been placed at ¥1C0/161.50 cash, £162.60 for March, ‘£165 for April 
'£165/167.50 for June, and ¥170 for August. Shanghai-Langkat Tobacco shares changed hands at $480 to $510 cash, $525 for March, and 
April, and for August and October at $60. Central Stores shares, with $15 paid up, were sold at §11 and §10. 

Loass,—Some Municipal Debentures of 1896 were sold at $101 plus the accrued interest. 





S.& W. 



















































an ing, Nominal. Rate of |. Return on Inv, 3 
LOANS. [amount of Loan- Outstanding. Pret htereet,| When Payable, along for Closing. 
Shanghai Mun, Debentures—Iesue] 888! F100; 6% | Dec. & June. | (g) 4.90% (a)) nominal, 
Do, 1890] Tio | 6% Do. % 
Do. 189) 100i 5) Do. a 
Do. 1992 #100 | Do. (@)} £100.00 
Do. 1893) F100 | Do. (a)| 104.00 
Do. 1994 ‘£100 g Do. {a)] £110.00 
Do. 1885) 3 Tio? 5 Do. (a)} £101.00 
Do. 1896! /¥120,000.00 | F100; 5% Do. {a)| ¥101.00 
Lyceum Theatre Debentures. 000.00 | F17,000.00 “4% | 24 July 1895. ‘£15.00 
inese Imp. Government Loan 1886 | 00 |17680,104.00 7% | Mar. & Sept. 275.00 
Shanghai Land Inv.Co, Debentures. 1890) cou. 00 (250,000.00 6% | May & Nov. 0 
Do. Do. — ‘1882 54% | June & Dec. 
Do. Do, 1894 R . 6% | Mar. & Sept. 
Do. Do. 1896) C00. 060.00 5% | June & Dec, 
Shanghai Waterworks Co, Debentures/'94] $100,000.00 100,000.00 6% | Mar. & Sept. 
Do. [96] 100,000.00 /£400,000.00 5% | June & Dec. 
Shanghai & Hongkew Wharf C i 6% | June & Dee. 











AUCTION SALES. 
Auctions for the week ending 25th February, 1897, comprised the following Goods: 


Corey ouding week ahaa 

ngainat 18,430 pes, and 16,455 pes. Velvett.. 144 PCE. ager Md pes, apd JU pee, 
810505, 75100, Veiveteens .. 
NO 5, vy 2580 4, Cotton Yarn 








bales } ie oe 



















Drills, Eng! ” 300 4, v» Camlets 710 pes. 5 810 4, 
Jeans, yy ” 320 oy ” 740 ow 816 55 as 
Sheeting: oe A000" a a » 400 5, 4, 680 





Turkey Reds ” 1400, os 516 yy ESB yy 





At Nie-kee, 20th inst. 
Black Velvets.—I44 pieces : 18-in 
Turkey Reds.—500 pieces ; 8 Jos EY 

Umbrella 44-Ivs. £1.56, Sampan 7-1bs. 2.18/20 and Fig 
At Z-wo, 24th inst.— 
Grey Shirtings.—8.4-1bs.—1,800 pieces ; Red Bell ¥1.883/894, Blue Dragon and 7 Boys $2.11}, Blue Tea Caddy DDD 
F2,153/16}, Blue Dragon and 6 Woman 32.143/153, Blue 2 Tea Caddy $2.38. 
—1,000 pieces ; Blue $ Duck ¥2.144, Blue Crab '$2.403/41, Blue Dragon and 7 Boys ‘f2.47. 
bs, —1,200 pieces ; 2 Ladders and Gun £2.672, Elephant $2.64/644, Man d: Horse £2.873/88, and Fisher Boat $3,073. 
qa giViite Shireings.—400 pieces; Green Dragon No. 700 T2409/11, do, No, 760 52.402, Sun No. 18 72.55, and Woman A 
+ P-Cloths.—7-lbs.—1,250 pieces ; Man and Gong 1.28}, Feather ‘£1.35, Red Tea Caddy ‘$1.44, 
Jeans.—8-1hs.—200 pieces ; Tiger and Tree T2.383/393. 
Sheetings.—14-Ibs.—600 pieces ; Bulls’ Head 52.642, Blue Bell $2.81/824, Eagle and Snake '$2.84/843. 
Drills.—14-1bs.—400 pieces ; Blue Dragon AA ‘¥2.583, Bat and Deer $2.593/60. 
At Yuen-foong, 2th in 
Grey Shirtings.—6-Ms.—1,000 pieces ; Lotus £0.734/733 
7-the,—1,195 pieces ; Hlue Britannia $1.493/50, Blue 4 Sister 1.533, Blue $ Student 1.673. 
x. 530 pieces: Green 9 Lion $1.52, Double Man 1.53/55}, House $1.54, Blue Britannia "$1.72, Gold 2 
Sister, T1.744, Blue. 4 Sisters £1.90}, Blue 3 Students '¥1.88/SSt, Blue Double Shield ¥1.922, Gold 3 Students ¥1.953/96, Red 3 
Students £1.93}/93}, Red Emperor's Birthday £1.983/994, 7 Sister ¥2.06%, 5 Brothers ‘£2.103/103, and 200 pieces 84-lbs, 18 “Brothers 


mI. 
10-1bs.—2,050 pieces: Med Britannia ¥2.40}, Red $ Students 2.35/36, Red Emperor’s Birthday %2.413/42, Red 
Sister 82.454, Painted 8 Literati $2.56}. i : ae ned 
10.13-Ms.—050 pieces ; Gold Britannia ¥2.5°4/563, Lily 52.86. 
11-Mbs,—750 pieces: Painted $ Students ¥2.613/62. 
12-Bbs,—1,020 pieces ; China Square $2.60/60}, Nine Lions ¥2.693/70, Soldier 2.75, Lily ¥3.05/054. 
White Shirtings.—64-reed.—2,1(0 pieces: House Bright $1.95, do. Dull ‘$1.934, Blue # Lighthouse Bright 51.983, 
Go. Dull $1.97/974, Black Gold 5 Students $2.29/30 and Peacock $2.20}. « 
72-reed.—6,190 pieces: 1 Horse Head $2.35, White Gold $ Students $2.434/4143, Red £ Sisters $2.43, Red 2 Light House 
Bright ¥2.444/45, do. Dull ¥2.454/458, Red Gold Star, Bright $2.734]138, do. Dull ¥2.663/66, Red 5 Star, Bright ¥2.984/953, 
Painted 4 Sisters Bright ¥2.68/683, do. Dull $2.70/70i, Black Flag Chief £3.063, Lily 33.303, Grand Feather ¥3.05/053, and 
Students $3.45/46. 
T-Cloths.. 630 pieces : Blue 3 Students 1.274, Bl 
Tba.—450 pieces ; Blue Lion £1.63}, Painted 3 Student: 
Jeans.—8-Dbs.—120 pieces ; Double Squirrel ¥2.194. 
Sheetings,—14-Bs.—520 pieces ; Lion on Cloud $2.73, Nine Lion $2.73, Old Man Head B. 2.77, do A. 2863/87. 
Cotton Italians.—1,260 pieces; Lily $5.46, Students $5.13/15, Painted 2 Sister $3.66/68, Painted 9 Lion 3.60, Black 
Flog Chief ¥3.29/30 and Leo Loo Tong ‘53.38. : 





0.17, Snowfall 26-in. 0.172, 
E170, do, 4-Ibs, ‘$1.89, do. 4}-Ibs, £2.10, do. S-lbs, £2.90, 





ing £2.33. 


















































ion ¥1.45,Red Dovble Shield 1.44, Red $ Students 1.574. 
2.073. s 
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‘Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Wool en Piece ‘ oods for the wees «nding 24th ebruary 1897, 
compiled from the “Customs Daily Returns,” No. 37 to 42. beth numbers inclusive. 














Ke-barenas ast anean Dssaniens. 





Goons. 


q 











Grey Shirtings 4 .. 
T-Cloth . 





‘Ynkey Red I 
Velvet. 












Lenos & Bulznrines 
Cotton Varn, Indian, 















ipen, Wootlent es, 

Cotton. 5, 
Medium! & Broad Cloths, 
*Camlets 
Long Ells. 
Castings 
Ualian Ciot 
Cotton Lasting: 
Pinin & Figured Orlean 
Cotton Fiannels 


Sy nui 

























4 105, | 
2,000, 7,430: 16,000. 
1,000! _5,048 13,000) 




















































































‘Toran DrLaventrs, Toran Inrorts. ree 
ropes 
one For the year | Alun It ] oc the sear | Aawinwiot |. | Agsont 
teatore | fen froma.) 2, | aati, [asa Ran, 
Grey Shirtings 366,226 395,133 1,940,509. 1,815,647 
T-Clothe, 60,943 44,383 275, 294,183 
9,766 11,333 63,381 
j 180,288 































































245,208 91,800 
234 6,439 
17,398 2.554 
Handkerchiefs 451,701 113,767 
Muslin 110,286 86,814 
Lenos & Brizar 20,827 5,953 
Cotton Yarn, Indian 45,488 145,509 8 1,434 
vy Englinh 23556 4,019 1241 
» Japan .. 396 16,074 633 
Bpania\s Stripes, Wo 3,227 10,897 8,537 
Cotton 1,582 25,389 5,232 
1,384 13,308 |. 5,998 
$,040 16,907 18,940 
7735 68,155 58,199 
4369 26,011 10,424 
4,993 58,714 9,259 
50,559 508,739 | © 139,109 
Plain & Fignred Orlean 60 aio} 1,480 
Cotton Flannels 5,195 65,090 4,720 
4,801 3,598 a 
5,283 | 1,737 14,480 
16.276 | 120,494 87,581 
188,534 | 5 3 
a » 136,800 | 16,4 E 
‘+ Including English and Dutch 12-Ibs. The usual daily returos from the Wharves unobtainable. : a 
* Exclusive of undeclared Import Cargoes per Nestbr, Benmohr, Patroclus, Peru, Pingsuey, Java, Glenartnay, Rohilla, Maria Rickmers, 
Prewssen, Egress of Japan, AMebourm, SiBh and zion : 
Import Cargoes declared interval :— Priam, Canton, Oceanien, Additional Mircapore, China and Promethens, and In Bond, Baemer 


ic ee TIT 
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SHARES. 








a 


Swanonat, 26th February, 1897. 





























| Posrtios rex Last Revoxr. | Last Dive, &e | © 2 82.3 icasn Quoramiox 
x Paid 5 i To | When [53 8]= 28 
ied BOS Fae ae Bice At Working” Date. Share-| paid or Fen Closing. 
} | ject; holders] due. Iss 
Loa Be 
Banks, eae | es Ths, 
Hongkong& Shanghai Bank.Co.| 60,000 $125. $1 {$900,328 93.91-12-96 | *£13]15- 2.97 |$22.85 $941.87 249.57 


Bank of China & Japan La. 





‘ordinary shares £8 227,516.7.8(2) 31-12-95 | none nom, 
Do. deferred do. s hea is a Bod 

Natic in Le ow (, 2) 1 25 
Natlonal Baap of Coles, | 8 £0 $4,218.84 31-12-95 | 481.17] 9- 3-961 $1.15} {scent nom, 


Le, Founders] 750, £1] “#" $100.00] 73.00 








Insure ‘Marine. ie a a . 
DviorInFerretyorCunton,La] 10,000: $250 sof] Semnoreet|) $748,585.50)80- 6.96] 4815 9.10.66 | $12.09 $285.00] 171.55 
Chinn Traders! Ing. Co., Li... 24,000 sen.38 25 {| Fiy'QeRese| | €0:7,048.8e]30- 4:06] 486)26- 9-06] $5.00 $74.00} 54.04 
















North-China Ins. Co., La......| 5,000' £100 £25/250,000.00] 1353,511.02)31-12-95 |F516.49]29- 4-96 £16.79] 8,6]] ss {195.00 
Vangteze Insurance Ass'tion, L.¢] 6,948) $100; soo} { ss4,si0.s5 Sg|21- 4-96 | $9.04 5,67} $258.50] 115.70 
Cunton Insurance Office 10,000 g250) 2 $45,015.58)3 286] 9- 1-97 /$10.67} 5,93} $180.00) 131.40 
Straits Tusmance Co., La, 30,000) $190) s20{ “aise paate } s588,646.09 6.42} $28.50] 20.80 





Tneserance (Fire. ) 
Hongkong Fire Jns. C 
China Fire Insurance Co., I 


3.33] $391.00] 285.43 
4:37} $107.00) 78.11 


5.97] $34.00) 24,82 





8,000] $250} $5€} $1,000,006) 
20,000) S100} $2) ~ £886,850) 


80,000) $15} $15] @ $609,000) 
49,589) £54, 
Douglas Steamship Co. La. ...] 20,000) 
Ch, Mutual 8.N.Co.pref.shares.| 16,736) 
bo. ord. do. 1,23) 
Do. do. do, | 15,505) 
Sugar Companies. 
Perak Sugat Cultivation Co.Ld. 
China Sugar Refining Co. La. 
Luzon Sugar Refining Co. La. 
Mining. 
















10.46] $60.50) 44.16 











3 
Be 
5s 





ref 
Jelebu Mining etna 
Rnwb A’lian Gold Min. Co, La 
Docks, Laer ‘and Godovns. 









£4,269.16.) 


3 










£160,000.00] 37,1 
¥200,000] ¥13 038. 


22 szee 


33s 






aa 









Deo. Founders’ 
H'kong & W'pno Dock Co., Ld. 
iehai & H’kew Wharf Co 
ong&K Toon Wh.&G,Co, Lal 
Lands, 
8h. Land Investi 
B’kong Land Invest.&A.Co.. 
Kowloon Land & Building Co. Ld 





$156,969.13}30: 
$13,316. 5¢/314 










‘| 170,000.06) 
$1,250,006) 
























hone 

Humphreys Fstate& F. Co, La. $50,000.06 
lustrial. | 

ighini Gas Ce 3,00) 100,00 
Slujor Brothers, 6,000; 
Ewo Cotton § 1000) 
Inter 6,349 





Laov-kung-mow Cotton Spin-| 

ning und W ‘eaving Co, Lil. 
Soy Chee Cotton Spin. Co. La. 
Bhanghai Ice Co. 








8,000) 





Too) 
'y23| 






le1i-00 





‘E818. \F18.67" 























Thu Tugand Lighter Co., Ld.| 712.997.4991 7.67] 7.05/.5108.75} 
Shanghai . Ld....| 2,006) F100} TI 
Co-operativeCargoBeatCo.,Li.| 1,000; £100) Tio 5 leiaeal 


Misceitanecns, | 
Shangha iWaterwo Co., Ta! 
lmnghai Sumatra Tobacco Co.| 6,500, g20 £0) 
Shanghai -Langhat Tob ‘onkd| 3880) 5100 ‘Teo! 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar Co., Ld. J,800 $50. 5 
3, Llewellyn & Co., Li a 0 
Ball & Hotz, L 
ALS, Watson & C 
Bell's Aslestos 
Agency, La. .. 
Hongkong Electric Co, La 
Central Stores, Ld. . 












£20; £20) {12.09] 


57.94 
Tis 
3 


























£47.0.8 31-12.95 


$8,119.2330- 4-96] 45%; 
z | m | isst 
































* For half year. + For year. {Interim drividend. § Final dividend for business year. §Adeficit. (a) Exclusive of accrued interest. 

(c) Yoeurance Fund. (d) ‘Verecistion Fund, " (c)_ Beive ipeinee Exchenge and imvertimeo’ Fieeations fo) baa 

(9) Assuming that they run for the full term. (K} On the Slst December last, there were ouly £1.10.0 per ebare paid vp, this, with the 
fusther calls of £1.0.0 per share since paid, cover the deficit. For all Dollar shares the exchange is fixed at 73. 


. J.P. BISSET & Ca. 
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